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CHAP. I. 

The breezy call of ii^^ezisc-breathing mom ; 

'1 iie svi allow t^iUVing from ita atraw-built iheil ; 
llic cock*& bhrill clarion, or the echoing bom, 

Ko more bhall ruuae him from hu lowly bed. Ghat. 

^'llE weakness which Amanda felt in consequence 
of her late illness^ and the exchssiTe sickness she 
ah«a;(S suffeied at sea, made her retire to bed imme* 
diatoly oil enteiing the packet, where she continued 
till the evening of the second djj^y, when, about five 
o’clock, she waslandeiB at the Marine Hotel. 

She directly requested the loiter to procure her a 
me‘5c^nger to go into town, which being done, she 
'isaut ;t>. engage a place in the northern malKceach, 
that wenl. vithin a few miles of Castle Carberry. 1^ 
jfirpldcc could not be procured, riie ordered a ch4is^ 
might be hiredc^that ftould immediately set out with 
her, as the nights were moonlight p but, tohbrgreat;^ 
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joy^;^ man speedily returned, and rn^rmed hex 
hej^d soured a seat in the coaoh, m hich she thought 
safer mode of ^ravelJing for 'tlian in a 
hirwtkrriage ivilheut any attendant. She ttM)k some 
slight refreshment, and then proceeded to tfie mail 
kotel; from whence* at eleven o'clock, she set out, 
in company with one old gf^ntleman, who very com.L 
posodly put on a large woollen night-cap, Jbuttoned^ 
up hir great-coat, and fell into a profound s*leep ; he 
was, perhaps, Just such a kind of comtp^nioti as 
Amanda desired, as he neither teazed her with insipid 
^o^iversation, or impertinent questions, but left her 
undisturbed to indulge her meditations during the 
journey. The second evening, Ibout eight o’cloclf^ 
she arrived at the nearest town to Castle Carberry, 
for which she directly jtrocured a chaise, and set off. ^ 
Her spirits were painfully agitated. She dreaded 
the shock her fathor would rc ceive from heariiig»of 
her suberings, which it would be imjfossible to con. 
ceal from him: she trenjbled at what they would both 
feel on the approaching interview. Sometimes she 
feared he had already iicard^of her distress, and a 
gloomy presage rose iu*hcr»rainu, of the anguish she 
should find him in on tlat account. Yet again, wl^en ^ 
she reflected on the fortitude he had hitherto disufayed 
ca his trfals, under the present, she trusted ht ^ufd 
not- Ip e it ; and fhatV w ould not only support Iiim.^j 
self^^lRit her, and bind up thos^ w ounds in her hea^*^ 
which nerfidy, cruelty, and irgratitilj^e had made. — 

^ Afid uii thought fho to herself, when J fiiiif* 

■ — . .‘'i' „.■ * 
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myself agaifi iii bis arms, no temptation shall allure 
me from' thorn — allure me into a world ]|^here my 
peace and fyne have already suiTered such a wreck/^ 

, — Thus aUernat<‘ly fluctuating be t'yeen hopeandfear, 
Amanda pursued the road tjp Castle Carberry; but 
the latter sensation w<ns predotainc^nt in her mind. 

The uncommon glooijjiness of the evening added 
to her dejection : the dark and lowering clouds threa* 
.tened a violent storm ; already a shower of sh;et and 
rain was^ falling, and every thing looked cold and 
cheerless. Amanda thought the cabins infinitely more 
wretched than when she had first seen them ; miny 
of their miserable inhabitants .were now gathering 
;heir little stock together, and driving them under 
slioUer from the coming storm. The labourers were 
seen hastening to their respective homes, whilst the 
plo^gluboy, with a low and melancholy whistle, 
■dcove’ his slow and wearied team along. The sea 
looked rough and black ; and, as Amanda drew 
nearer to it, she heard it breaking with fury against 
tlie rocks. 

She felt herself extrr jncly ill : she had left the 
-hamlet ere her f(-\t*r subdued ; and faiigue, 

joined i’o want of rest, now bTought it back with all 

> 

its f irmer violence. She lo!»ged for rest and quiet, 
and " tVasted and believed these would cojwpicr her. 
malady.’** 

The chaise stopped at the entrance of the lawa, ft 
■she wished to have her father prepared for bePt gr*' 
51 va! by uue of the .servants. Ou alighting fpifm it, - 

*2 
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4t returned to town, awd she struck into t^e groTRi' 
and bjv,;a winding path reached the Castlev Her 
limbs trembled, and she knocked witl^n unsteadjr 
band at the doop:. The sound was awfully ^eTerbe* 
'rated through thebuijding: some minutes elapsed, 
and no being app^rcM ; neither could she perceive a 
ray of light from »ny of |he windows. The wind 
blew the rain directly in her face, and her weakness^ 
increased so, she could scarcely stand. She reooU 
lectcd a small door at the back of the Castle, which 
led to the apartments appropriated to the domestics ; 
she walked feebly to this, to try and gain admittance, 
and found it open. 4Sfae proceeded through a long 
dark passage, on each side of^w^hich were small 
rooms, til'] she came to the kitchen ; here she 
found the old woniar. (to whom the care of the 
Castle wa^ usually consigned) sitting before a large 
tujf fire. On hearing a footstep, s^he looked be* 
hind; and when she saw Amanda, started, screamed, 
and betrayed symptotiis of the utmost terror. 

Arc you frightened at seeing me, my good 
Kate?’* cried Amanda. — Oh, Holy Virgin,” re* 
plied Kate, crossing her thread, one could not 
help being frightenetf, to have a body steal unawares 
upon thf in.” — My fAtker is well, 1 hope ?<'" sai^ 
^Amanda.— Alack-a-day !” cried Kate, ^^<ho‘jg!oCF 
dear Captain has gone through a sea ot troub!^e»J 
*4ii lice you went away.”*— Is he ill?” exclainK?*^ 
AitVauda* — 111 ! aye, and the knows ho has 
J«as^a enough to be ill. But, my dear jewel,. ^ 

yctt 
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ftn knovt. Rothing at all of what has happened at 
the Castle* since you went away ?”— .*< ]^,^thjng 
in the worlA” — ** Heaven help you thciH** cried 
Kate, But, my dear soul, sit-down upon this 
little stool, and warm yourself before the fire, for 
you- look ()ale and cold, and I will tell you all about 
You must know, i^out three weeks ago, my 
Johnaten brought the Captain a letter from the post- 
olliee r he k4icw by the mark it was a letter from 
England ir andfso when he comes into the kitchen to 
me, * Kate,’ says he, * the Captain has got some, 
thing now* to cheer his spirits, for he has heard frpm 
Miss, I am sure.’ So, to be sure, I said I was glad 
*'^f it, for you mu A know, my dear, he was low in 
spirits, and peaking, as one may say, for a few days 
before. Well, it was always my custom, when he 
got a letter from England, to go to him as soon as I 
thought he had read it, and ask about you ; so I put 
on a clean api^n, and up I goes to the parlour, and 
1^ opened the door, and walked in. * Well, Sir,* 
says I, ‘ I hope there is good news from Miss ?’ 
The Captain was sitfijig with the letter open before 
. him on^a table. lit h^d<a handkerchief to his eyes ; 
but when I spoke, he took it down, and I saw hra 
•face%Which generally looked so pale, now quite 
jtfudSe(K^,This lefter, my good Kate,’ sajs he,’ 'Is 
from iny daughter ; but I am glad you are come, 
"^for 1 wanted to speak to you. I am going to‘ leave . 
the Castle, aiAl 1 want you to look over all the 
^tiriugs, and see they are in the same state as 
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came <o it : I shall theti settle with the* ^cfrraTjfs It 
hired, rjiul ^flistharge them.’ I was struck all of a' 
heap, forbid you s^honld going to* 

leave us, Sir !’ siys I, The Captain got'.'ip ; he 
walked to the window ; jlie sighed heavily, and 1 saw 
a tear upon his cli^eek ; he s]) 0 *]ie to me agaln^ and 
begged 1 would do as be desired me : so, wi(h,{|, 
heavy heart, I went and told my Johnaton the s>ad 
tidings, who was as sorry as myself, for he loved 
the Captain dearly, not only from his beiiiij so mild 
a gentleman, but because he was a soldier, as ho 
himsc-lf had born in hts youth, and a so (]!t?r has al- 
ways a love for one of his eloth ; and Johnattn had 
often said he knew the Captain in America, and thaj 
he was a brave officer, and a real gentleman. 'VVcJl,’ 
the Captain came out ho us, and said he w^os to be 
Lord Cherbiiry’*: acient no loi»ger ; and being a good 
penman, he selfltd. all his own accounts, and the 
servants’, in the course of tin* day, and discharged 
them, giving them liotfi j;haracters, which I warrai't 
will soon get them good places again. Well, he 
said he must set oil’ for England the next day, so 
every thing was got ready ; bu^t i i llio middle^ of the * 
ni^ht he uas seized with spasms in his stomach: ho 
thought himself dying, and at last rang the ^'eil ; • 
anci, as gcod luck w'ould have it, iny John/' ten lie^rd 

and went up to him directly. Had he been withr.. 
otxt relief much longer, I think^ho would have, died. 
Jobn^ten called roe up. I had a cholc^ bottle of old 

• ^ i' 

brandy lyii^ by me ; so I soon blew, up a fire, anu" 
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Seating a#' cup of if, gave it to him directly. He 
grew, a little easier ; but^ was too bad in t^e morning 
to think of going on his jpuriiey^ which grh;^d birar 
sadly : ^ got up, however, and wrote a large 
packet, which he sent by Johnateii to the post- 
office; packed up some things jiin a trunk, and put 
his scat upon his desk. lie said be*woti1d not stay ia 
^ the Castle on any account ; so he went out as soon 
as Johnaten came back from the post-office, lean'ng 
upon his arm, and got a little lodging at 'Ifliady 
IBryno’s cabin.’’ — Merciful Heaven T' exclaimed 
the agoniz(;d and almost faiiiliug Amanda, support 
and strengthen me in this trying hour ; enable mo to 
•‘ttimfoit my unforkmatc father ; preserve me from 
smking, that 1 may endeavour to assist him 1” Tears 
accompanied this fervent ejaculation, and her voice 
was lost in sobs. 

Alack-a-day !” said the good-natured Kate, 
now don’t taflke it so sadly to heart, iriy jen ol ; all 
is not lust (hat is in danger, aiici there is as good fish- 
in the scr^jasever were caught* and nliat tJjoiigh (his 
is a stormy night, to-monow may be a fine day. 
.“Why, the very firsjfs of you will do the Cap- 
tajn good. Come, cheer up I will give you som^ 
<iice p o tatoes for your -supper, for you see the 
boiling, and some fnsh-churnotl bu(t(w« 
•|mlk ; and by the time you have eab n it, Johnateii 
' Jjeihaps may come back : he is gone to town to 
some beef for our Sunday dinner, and then I wdl go 
''■Uk you to Tuady’s myself.” — ^**No, no,’'* cried 
B 4 . Amd^d^. \ • 
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Amanda ; every minute 1 now stay from aiy father 
fieeiDS an age. Too long has he been neglected, too 
long without a friend to sooth or attend him*. Oh 
grant, gracious Heaven,’’ raising Iier cla< ned hands, 
grant that 1 may not have returned too i%te to be 
of use to him 1” , 

Kate pressed her to stay for Johnaten’s leturn ; 
but the agony of suspense she endured till she saw 
her father, made her regardless of walking alone, 
though the hour was late, dark, and tempestuous. 
Kate, finding her entreaties vain, attended her to the 
door, and a^^sured her, if Johnateri returned soon, 
she would go over herself to the cabin, and s3e if she 
could do any thing for her Amanda pressed her 
hand, but was unable to speak. Ill, weak, and 
dispirited, she had flattered herself, on returning to 
her father, she shoula receive relief, support, and 
consolation ; instead of which, heart-broken as she 
was, she now found she must give, or at least at* 
tempt giving them, herself. She had before expe- 
rienced distress, but i\c actual pressure of pove.ty 
she had never yet felt. Heretofore she had always a 
comfortable asylum to repair to ; but she now not 
only found herself dp’>rived of that, but of a’l means 
of procuring one, or even the necessaries of life. 

But if she mourned for herself, how muci. more 
severely did she? mourn for her adored fatii . ! Cou’d 
she have procured him comfort, could she in any t. 
.^ree have alh viated his situation, the horrors of her 
^.ijra w ould have been lessened ; bu^ of this she had 

not 
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•fiot the lightest means or prospect. Her father, she 
knenr /possessed the agency too short a time t^o^be ena- 
bled tosare money, particularly as He was indebted 
to Lord/(Tlierbu>^re he obtained She knew of no 
being to whom sh^ould ap»)!y in his behalf. Lord 
Cherbu\y was the oiHy person *00 whom he d^ended 
Jri his fonn^misfortune%for relief : his friendship, it 
was evident, by depriving her father of the agency, 
w as totally lost ; and to the disconsolate Amanda no 
way appeared of escaping want — worldly want, 
that hungr y meagre bend, who was already close at 
their heete, and followed them in view.” 

The violence of the storm had increased, butitwas 
^ yiight in comparisbn oT that which agitated the bosom 
of Amanda. The waves dashed with a dreadful^^oise 
against the rocks, and the %ngry spirit of the Waters 
roared ; the rain foil heavily, and soon soaked through 
tlie thin clothing of Amanda. ^Iie had about half a 
mile to walif, through a rugged road, bounded oa 
^ne side by rocks, and on the other by wild and 
dreary fitlds. She knew the people with whom 
her father lodged ; O^ey were of the lowest ordet, 
and, on her fii>t| arriving at Castle Carberj-y, ia 
extreme distress, from which she had relievi.^ 
thpy‘'’’'^c recollected their cabin was more decent 
tbany others she had seen, yet still £ most ftii- 
^^rable dwelling. Wretched as it was, she was.gla^ 

^ when she reached it^ for the violence of the 'storlki, . 
and the loneliness of the road, bad terrified her. • The 

• ' 'V * «■ 

a few yards fi'oxn the beach ; thejre wer;e . 

as ' ‘ ■'I* ■ 
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twoivindovFS in front ; on one side a gilc of turf, 
cod on^c^,o other a shed for the pigs, in which they 
now hiy grunting. The shatters on 

the windows, to^reven't their h^ig shakei^ by the 
Wind i*.but through th^ creric^ Amanda sa>E iight, 
which convinced her the inhabitants weji;j^‘'’ not yet 
retired to repose. She fcaied her suddenly appear^ 
ing before her father, in his present weak state, 
mighh^iave a dangerous effect upon him ; and shestobd 
%efore the cabin, considering how she should have 
her arrital broken to him. 

She at last gently tapped at the door, and tli>ei^ye^ 
treated a few steps from it, Sj^hivering wkh Jibe wet 
and cold, ^fn the beautiful language of Solomon^ 
she if^pight have said, ^‘her head was tilled with' dew, 
and her locks with the drops of the night. 'As she 
expected, the door was almost instantly opened ; 
R boy djppeared, whom she knew to ))e son to the 
poor people. She held up her handkerchief, and 
beckoned him to her. Jle hesitated, as if afraid to 
advance, till she called him softly by his name. This 
assured him ; he approached, ^ id eifpresscd astonish- 
incut a!t finding she was th6 pers-,)n who had caUod 
him. ^he inquired for her father, and heard he wets 


Jl]|p|dd then asleep. She desired the bay to' '^t^ 
the rabiit before her, and caution his paren^'^'^glbis^ 
ony Rojse that might disturb him ; he obeye^l 
and she followed him. *• • • ^ 

i^und the father of the family *>]|)lowing a turf 
fasten {lie bdillug of a large pot^df pota- 
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• toes. ^•’Thne ragged children were sitting beforo 
watching impatiently for their supper. • «Thei][ nip* 

' ther wasjKinnl^g) and their old gr^ndipioth'^.^a^iilg 
broad.y The pla^ was small and^roi^ded : bidf the 
famil^^lept below^and the other hatf itt to 

Avhich Oi^ ascended by a/adder« and upon whicl^a 
'^number of Jbwis were nSw familiarly roosting^ cack% 
ling at erery noise made below« FUaaJan’s room wa3 
divided froii^ the rest of .the cabin by a thin partition 
of wood^ pl^stjBfred witbpietnres of saints and crashes* 
Save you kindly, Madam,’^ said the mistress of 
the mansion to Amanda on entering it. • 

Bryne got up,^ ao^, with many scrapes, olFered ® 
dier his little stool before the fire. She thanked him, 
and accepted it. His wife, notwithstanding the 
obligations she' lay under t% her, seemed to think as 
much respect was not due to her as when mistress, 
of the Castle, and therefore never left her scat, or 
quitted b'er spinning, on her entrance. 

• My poor father is vq^y ill,” said Amanda.^*?-- 
Why, indeed, the Captain has had a bad time of ■ 
it,” answered. Mrs. ^ryno, jogging her wheel ; to 
besur#,. he has sul'ered^ome little change; but your, 
great folks, as W^l as your simple folks, mu/st lobk 
^ tWHk’orld ; and I don^t know why they - 

for they are not better than &e other|^ 
|rbeiieve.” — Arrah, Norah, now,” said Bjtyuey " 
I-^onder you art not shy of speaking so to tHe ^ 
poor young Iqdy.” , ^ , 

\ B (5 Amaiid^*# 

v4v- 
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AtnAnda*s heart was surcharged with, Shef 

liAt steiFqcating. She arose, unlatched the door, and 
i^Ih^ keen cold air a little rerired he^ ‘*4Jear8 burst 
forth J she indulged them freely, ap«f they lightened the 
laid eti*her l/eart. jShp a^ked/lor a glass o^trater ; 
HKtttss was not readily to be procured. JBfyne told 
her she had better take k noggin of butter-milic; 
This she refused, and he brought her one of water. 

8lfb now conquered the reluctance she felt to 
to the uncouth Mrs. Bryne, and consulted her 
the best method of mentioning her arriral to her 
fafner. Mrs. Bryne said he had been in "bed sonie 
time ; but bis sleep was often intprupted, and shq ^ 
would now step into the chamber, and try if he wa^ 
atrake j^^^ft^flgjcordingly did so, but returned in a 
mmieiMiii^d sard be stih slept. 

' Amandaslvb^ to see him in his present situation, 
io judge how far Ris illness had afre/;ted him ; she 
Utepped softly into the room ; it was small and low, 
QkMed by a glimmering rushlight, and a declining 
ISH The furniture was poor and scanty : in one 
eemer stood a wooden bedst^td. without curtains, 
shade ; and on this, uoFer miserable bed« 
^OtKes, lay poor Fifzalan ! 

^ ' jimandu shuddered as she looked around thi^ 

wretchedness. Oh, my father!” ^ we# 

.^I^Kself, is this the only refuge you could find 
tephbe went to the bed, she lealied orer it, ana be. 
nmkk kig face— it *wa8 deadly pale and emaciated. 
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He his sleep, as if his miad^ irai dread* 

fully • opi>ressed ; suddenly he began tp fDpve ; . he 
sighed^^^ Aovi^da, my dearest child, sliall'I never ^ 
iDpre belfDld yott? '.^ • 

Amail^a waa oblige'^ to hastbn from to 

give v^t'4^ her emotionize sol^bed, she wruiy 
her hands, and, in the bitterness of her soul, est* 
claimed — ** Alas ! alas I I have returned too late to 
save him!” ^ 

They soon after heard him stir* She requested 
Mrs. Bryne to go in, and cautiously inform him sbo 
yftks Oome :*she complied $ and in a moment Amando 
heard him say — Thank llcaven, my darling is ee* 
^Irned!” * 

You may now go in, Miss,” said Mrs* Brytie, 
coming from the room^ • 

Amanda uent In* Her father was raised in the 


bell, his arms were extended to. receive her ; she 
threw herself into them* Language was denied them 
bo^h ; but tears, even more ^pressive than words, 
evinced their feelings* Fizalan first recovered hia 
voice I My prayer,” j^aidhe, is granted — Heaven 
has restored my child, towmooth the pillow of sick* 
1 ^ 8 , and sooth On last moments of existence,”*^' 
or 1” cried Amanda, have pity on 
me, f^ention not those moments ; exert yonrselT^ 
child ; who, in this wide world, has shebnt 
theeMp comfort, support, and befriend lier?”w 
Indeed,” said be, ** for your ipke, 1 wu||^ tkgf 
nSVySic far distant*” • * . t 
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He held 'her at a little distance from he sut- 
reyed Ijci* face, her form — her altered compTexion^ 
her fallen features appeared to ; he 

her again t|ci h*i^ bosom — Tlm^orld', mV child, I 
r fear^^^«r!Q)^ he, ^^,has used fliec most tink^by.’' — 

Oh ! most cr^pell/jV sobbed Amand0<i*— Then, 
my girl, let the reflectioh of that w^ld, where in*, 
nocence'and rirtue will meet a proper reward, console 
yo». Here tli^y are often permitted to be tried ; 
but as gold is tried and purl^ed by dre, -so are they 
by adyersity, ‘Those whom God loves he elms. 
4isGs.’ Let this idea give you patience and /'oftitude 
under every trial. Never /orego your ^pendanep 
on him, though calamity should pursue you to the 
very brink of the grave, but be comforted by the 
assurance he has gived, that those who meekly bear 
the Crosses he lays upon them, shall be lewarded ; 
that he will wipe &way all tears froi][\, their eyes, and 
swallow up death in victory. 

“ Though a soldiev from my youth, and acd^s. 
touted to all the licentiousness of camps, I never for- 
got my Creator, and 1 nou^fuid the benefit of not 
^viiig d#ne so— noijf, wtten friends desert, th^r 
Wjjdi %owns upon me ; when sh. kUess and sori^V 
hmi ol^rwhelmed me, religion staikfs^ 

.. St^d, Consoles me for what i have lost, 
thfe remembrance the past,' by presenting p^s^ * 
of future brightness.^ « ■ 

Flttsaliaft the pious sentiments of his soul, 

,* aud/hey calmed the agitation of Aman /^nd 
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Tier clotK^^werp iivet) aud insisted on her clianging 
them directly. Tn the hui^le the good Jlteftnor ga-ve 
her, Tias a chahge of llnc», aud a fdtton wrapper, 
which shJ now put' on in a sipai^ cToset, or rather 
shed, adpining her fa therms r(H>nv A 
made up, A better light brouip>t in,/md some bread 
• and wine from il small cupEoard i^the room, which 
contained FiizalaiTs things, >ct^fore her, of which 
he made her immediatel^ipartake. lie took a gfess 
of wine himself from her, and tiled to cheer h^r 
spirits. He had been daily expecting her arrival, 
he said,«an^ batl had a pallet aud bed-clothes kepi 
firing for her. lie Jiopid she wo aid not be dissatis- 
fied with sleeping in the closet. 

^^Ah, my father!^* she cried, can you ask 
your daughter such a questioif?” She expressed her 
fears of injuring him, by having disturbed his repose. 
— “ No,” he ifiid, ‘‘ it was a delightful interrup. 
tioii ; it was a iclicf from pain and anxiety.” 

Bord Cherbiiry, he inforiHed her, had written 
him a letter, which pierced him to the soul. ‘‘ lie 


accused me,” Said hoyf** of endeavouring to pre- 
date a nmrriagc betwon you ^nd Lord IMortimer,^ 
^^Treacherously t|(Jring to counteract his vie ws, and 
tafj^e his unsuspecting frlend^ip. I 


"bod at these accusations ; but how^cxcra- • 
Ngglmg would my anguish have been, had I really^ 

^ il^serVed them ! I so#n determined upon tho con^ 

^ duct 1 should adopt, which was tesdeny the jus&ee 


ofTii^a'jajgrs, and resign his agency^ for any*l|biw- * 

^ ® .£ 
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ther dealii^g with a man who could think me cap« 
abje of D^viiiness or duplicity, was not to be thought 
of. My accounts were )^ways in a state to allow 
me to resign at a jciioment’s warning. It was iry in« 
tentj.gp/n^. to Rngtand, put them into Lyrd Cher, 
bury’s hands, .|^nd tare my Amanda froiin a place 
where she might ^meet yAth indignities, as little me- 
rited by her as thos)^ her father had received were by 
hiie* A sudden and dreadful disorder, which 1 am 
Convinced the agitation of "^tny mind brought on^ 

V 

prevented my executing this intention. J wrote, 
{iOwever, to h's Lordship, acquainthtg him^with my 
resignation of his agency, ^nd transmitting my ac- 
counts and arrears. I sent a letter to you at ^e 
same time, with a small remittance, for your imme- 
diate return, and the.n retired from the Castle ; for 
1 felt a longer continuance in it would degrade me 
to t)ie character cf a mean dependant, and intimate 
a hope of being reinstated in my former station, 
which, should Lord Cherbury now offer, 1 w,9uld 
reject ; for ignoble must be the mind which could 
RC4^|^ of favours from tbu^ who doubted its irite* 
grl^y. Against such coicduct^^ny feeling^ retolt — 
poverty to me is more we1coi]^>|Jian independan;^e,^ 
|fhen purchased with the loss of 

Amanda perceived her father knew of 

pper sufferings, but supposed her return occasty/xed 
his letter; she thereforr^ resolved, if p^^sTble, 
tp nndecetw him, at least till his health was 


Th» 
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• TKe night *was far advanced ; and her Ikther, who 
law her ill, and almost sinking with re* 

quested her to retire to ^st : she apdordingly did* 
Her bpdg^as made up in the closet* Mrs* 

Bryne ates^ted her to iindre^S^and bfou^ht her a 
bowl of \hey, which, she t^st&I, sdth a comfort* 
able sleep, '^wojyild carry her fmrish symptoms, 
and enable her to be her fatlKr^/nurse* 

Her rest, however, w dsij^n om beiii^ comfortable ; 
it was broken by horrid dreams, in which i»he beheld 
the pale and emaciated figure of her father sulfcring the 
most exquisite tortures ; and when she started frop 
these dreams, she heard his deep moans, which were 
daggers going fl^rough her heart. She arose once 
or twice, supposing him in pain ; but when she went 
to his bed, she found him asleup : and was coirrinced, 
from that circumstance, his pain was more of the 
mlntal than the bodily kind. ^he,f( It extremely ill ; 
her bones wore* sore, from the riolent motion of the 
cay-iage, and she fancied resj would do her good; 
but when, towards morning, she was inclined to 
take some, she was complexly pKvenbd by the 
Aoise th^ children i^oe on rising. Fcaiful of ne* 
feting her fath^i^ahe arose soon after heiself ; bill 
^as sg|lcc.iiy to put on her clothes, from exc|l«i 
siyeiwe^ness.^ She found him in bed, bu^awakd* 
*]X|F* welcomed her with a languid smile; and extepd* 
hand, which ^was reduced to mere skin ami 
bone, said, that joy was a greater enemy^ tc^iw* 
posu^than grief, and had broken his earlier^ than ^ 
usual ^a{ mornUg.” * 
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He made her sit down by him ; be gazed oft be^ 
with unu^jgjrablc tenderness — ** In dirine language, ’V 
cried he, Ti^y say, ‘ Let me see thy counter 
nance, let me htir thy voii/c ; for sweet i^ ^^ roice^ 
and tli ^^jgo^n tenance^ is coinely, and mj; soul has 
pleasure in gating on j 

The kettle was already i^oiling : he ha<^« proctiired 
a few necessaries fa^h^aself, such as tea-things and 
glasses. Amanda plWo«4jie tea-table by the bod* 
side, and *gare him his breai^fast. Whilst receiving 
it from her, his eyes were raised to Heaven, as if in 
thankful gralituxle for the inestimable blessing he 
still possessed in such a child. After breakfast, he 
said he would rise, and Amanda Retired into the 
den while he dressed, if that could deserve the ap« 
pellation, which was c^dy a slip of ground, 
with cabbages and potato(‘s, and enclosed witblptWt^;; 
stones and blackberry bushes. The spring was al- 
ready advanced ; the day was fine ^ the ligljtt aiid^. 
fleecy clouds were gradually dispersing^ and the 
sky, almost as far as the eye could reach, was of a 
cle4^r bine. The dusky gi^on of the blackberry 
bushes was^ enlivened by .the ji^le purple of their 
iolossoms : tufts of primroses beneath th^|r 

shelter, v jl'he fields, which rose 
^ dbove t^e garden, were covered with a vivid 
spangled with daisies, buttercups, and wiltFRb^s^.* ; 
huckles ; and the birds, as the^ fluttered froinjj&fsty, 
t^Fpraj, with notes of gladuess hailed the genial 
.•itoop, ^ 

fiat 
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JButVneither the season nor its charms could now^' 
as he^aoToro, delight Amanda ; she felt and^ 

disco^olate, deprived of the comforJ|?^of life, arid- 
no lon^^ij^terosted in t^e^ohjr^^kioait her; she« 
sat down i^n a stone at Ihe eitfl of the gia^d^en^ and 
^ i^lte ihou^HT the fiesh breeze f^am*the^tfa cookd the 
' feverish heaWof .her .b!doda^‘i said she to 

^Tberself, ‘‘ at this season last yiny Hiow diderent was 
my situation from the f” . Though noijn. 

aiHirenco, nfeither was sAe then in absoitUe distress; 
and she had, besides, the comfortable hope of liar* 
ing hdr father’s diibcnities removed, Ijke Burns’s* 
mountain' dhisy , she had then checrfiilly glinted forth 
RinVi^Jt the storm, because she thought thatstorm^ 
would Ihj sodn^rcrblown ; but now she saw* herself 
oh' the point of Ixdng finaliy^crushcd beneath the 
rude pressure of poverty. 

She recollected the words which Jiad escaped her 
when she last saw Tudor Hail, and she thought they 
wor^dictated by something lil^e a prophetic spirit ; 
she had then said, as she leaned upon a liitle gate 
which looked into the d^iahi — When these woods 
again glojir with veg^tatiAi, when every shade re- 
t:^o\nds with harmoyi;, and the flowers and the bios- * 
sp)alau iWytt^bliage to the sun, ah ! where will 
'^Amansl^ fie? — Far distant, in all probability^ from* 
delightful shades; i^erhaps deserted and for- 
‘•gotte'tf'by their master * 

^ She was indeed far distant from them ; des^rted,^, 
and, Hluot forgeUen, at least only remembered . 

^ * COP* • 
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contempt^ by their master — remembered 'Wit^ eoj(|«> 
tempt b^j[^J«ord Mortimer! It was an idea iA'^into«r 
krable aaguit)^ ; his name was no more repeatedias a 
charm to sootlw^r grief— ^ his idea incrcijuedr^cr mi* 

She contiiKed indulging her melaoehoJI/ medita* 
tions, till inforny^ by of thechildraa the Cap* 
tain was ready to rwi^e her. She hastened in^ and ' 
found him in an old n^Vl^acked chair, and the ra* 
tages of care and sickness ^re now more Ttsible to 
her than they had been the night before— he was re* 
duced to a mere skeleton, the original brightness 
of his form'’ was quite gone, and he seemed already 
on the eery brink of the graVe. The agony 
Amanda’s leelings was expressed on her counte* 
nance. He perccircd and guessed its source; he 
endeaToured to compose and comfort her. She men* 
tioned a physician ; he tiud to dissuade her from 
the idea of bringing one ; but she iSesought him, in 
compassion, to consejit; and, overcome by her (ear- 
nestness, he at last piomised the ensuiug day she 
sboukl do as she wished. . 

It was now Sunday, ai'd lierdeslred the service of 
''the day to be road. A small Dt^le lay on the ta]/(e ^ 
before him, and Amanda com pi i ^ 

ln4|tbe,' first lesson were those woids—^^ Loavp thy 
faitbcrless children to me, and I will be their fafiSfC.” 

< The tears gushed from Fitrplan ; he laid his JxtSS, 
which^ appeared convulsed with agjtatiou, on the 
boo]|i:; ^^Oh, what words of comfort,” he, 

4. f << are. 
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^pBre^liese ! what transport do they coirrejr to the 
heary of* a parent burthened with anxick^J *Yeiy 
Mer4^ful Power, 1 will, with grateft'i' joy, comnU 
my ch1^|,(|rai« to thy care ; for tjiiitt^art the friend 
who wtll n;^er forsake tbbm I*’* He desired Av^nda 
to proceet|: her Toice was weak anf{.-orokeD ; and 
the tears, iu« spjte of her aborts tii restrain them, 
*stole down her cheeks. < 

When she had conclud^^ nbr father drew her to* 
wards him, and inquire into all that liad passed 
during her stay in London. She related to hlm^ 
without reserve, the Tarioas incidents she had met* 
with, prerious to her going to the Marchionesses ; 
aflt/iowledged the hopes and fears she experienced 
on Lord Mortimer’s accoont^ and the arguments he 
had made use of, to induce her ta a clandestine union, 
with her positive refusal to such a step* A beam of 
pleasure illumined the pallid face ofFitzalan — ^^You 
acted,” said he, as 1 expected ; and I glory in 
my c|iild, and feel more indignatipn than e?er against 
Lord Cherbury for his mean suspicions.” Amanda 
was convinced those susf^ions had been infused into 
his mind ^y those who l^d^struck at her peace and 
/aw: this .idea, ho>i*ever, as well as their injuries 
fttb* h^r, she if possible, to cbnceal ; ^when 

(her father, therefore, desired her to proceed tn her 
narrVixe, her voice began to falter, her mind be« 
pame disturbed, and countenance betrayed 
agitation : the remembrance of the dreadful aoends* 

\he hadK,gofie tlirough at the Marchionesses, tna^e 

^ • 
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lier iiQToIunfanly ^hudd^r; and ske^nfisliedlo CjOn« 
•ceal tli£Dfi' ‘for ever from her fathar, but fouirajt ini« 
possible toV^ado his minute acid earnest enepuries* 
Gracioua'^eaTen|’%said ho, on them, 

^ .co mplioatea cruelty and dece^! \nlmTnan 
monshTS ! 'ii^haTe no pity on one so y^ng, so iD« 
nocent, so hel|?iless ! )s4rhe hand pf Srarrow has in. 
dc^ed pressed heaf j? ofi thee, my child ; but after the 
l^archronass’s former Vsik^duct, I cannot be surprised 
at any action of hers.** tie gave her a note to dis. 

, charge her debt to HoweJi, and begged she would 
• immcnliately write, and returti his grateful ackuow* 
ledgments for his benevol^ce. She feared he incon- 
venienced himself by parting with the note 5 bpt^hc 
assured her he could spare It extremely well, as be 
,had been an economist, and had still suiheient money 
•to support them a few months longer in their present 
situaiioTb* « * 

Amanda ttow inquired when he had hoard from 
her brother ; ahe ^aid he had not answered last 
letter,' and that his silence had made her very uneasy. 

Alas, poor Oscar!'* ^xclaimed Fitzalan, ‘^he 
has not been exempt ft’om his portion of distr^s.” 
He tooK a letter as he spokcH&om his gobket^Ubok. 
and presented it to Amanda ;\i/^iiwpeued it Ujwa at 
irensbliDg hand, and read as follows:--** 1 , 

r ^ MY DEAR FATIIEB, ^ . 

^ ^ Particular circumstances pre* 

yfAted^my answering your lost letter so ^on as^l 

* couM- 
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rould pave yhhed ; and, indeed, , the infelKgence I 
have ^.cdmi^uiiicate makesme almost aversiiaMrrite 
li all^ As rtiy situation, however, netist sooner or 
later heft^potHn to you, I think |t. I isftter to inform 
you of il m^elf, as I can^ at the same tiioe, r^con* 
cile you, litrust, in some degree to it^^by assuring 
you I bear patiently, aiKiiifhat ii has not been 
"^Oaused by ^ny action which ca 4 itfegrade my charac- 
ter as a man or a soldier. ^[Aavelong, indeed, had^ 
powerful enemy to cope ilirith ; and it will, no<loubt, 
surprise you to hear that that enemy is Colonel Bel- 
grave. An interference in the cause of humanity * 
provoked Alls insolencO and malignity; neither his 
weit^s nor looks werelbearable, and I was irritated 
by them to send him a challenge. Had 1 reflected, 
the probable consequence of sneh a sl^p must hare 
occurred, and prevented [my taking it; but passion 
blinded my reason, and, in fyiolding»to its dictates, 
do I hold myself alone culpable throughout the whole 
affair.^ I gave him tl»q opportunity his .malicious 
•heart had long desired, of working my ruin — I was, 
by his order, put under immediate arrest. A 
•court-marti!||[ was held, and (was^broke for disre- 
* -yecfl.to a superior otficer ; but it was imagined by 
^ke'whole corps"* a»y^uMl have been restored: 1 4^v- 
o^er knpw {00 mnch of Belgrave's disposition tuf be- 
iiefre would be the case ; but never shall he trU ‘ 
UQtph in the distress hebas^aused, by witnessing it— 

* t have already settled on the course I ^shall pursim;* 
ftnd ere this letter reaches you, 1 shall have fitted * 

V • 

S . mv 
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'inj natiT^ingdom. Forglre me, for 

not consii^ng you relatiTe to ray colidac^Y ^ 
feared, if I your tenderness would int^mre (o 

prevent it, or W.4 you to distress yiyite^ on ray 
acccrtint p to think tkat you and i^y dear sister 
were deprir^^of the smallest comfort b^’ my means, 
would be a 8^!irc€|^'f intolerable af^uish to me. 
Blessed as I am youth, health, and fortitude, )E " 
Kaye no doubt but I shkU^mike my way through tho 
Tugged path of life extremely well. A parting visit 
I aToided, from the certainty of its being painful 
to., us both, 1 shall write as soon as I reach my 
place of destination. I^rejdlce to' bear Amanda is"' 
so happily situated with Lady Greystock. .SSlay 
your suffering and her merit be rewarded as they de<* 
serve! Sufiernot,*! entreat, too tender an anxiety 
for my interest to disturb your repose. I again re» 
pcat,^I have nO doubt hut what I shall do well $ that 
Providence in which 1 trust, wil^, I humbly hope^ 
support methrousfi every difficulty, and agaip unite 
me to the friends so valuable to my heart. Fare*.,, 
. well, my dear fadier 1 an^ be assured, with unabated 
^respect and grat,Hude* l^st^join myse\f your 
tionate son, ^V ^scab FiTZAAAi^^,^^^> 

letter was a cruel shock to 'Amanda; 

. Jioped to have procured her brother’s compkky, ‘'and 
* that her father’s melaiiclioly, and her own, would ' 
hdve been albviated by it ; sensible of the difficult legs 
^ OseafiDust undergo, without friends or fytune, fhe . 
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teats stole do^>'ii her eheeks, and she almost dreaded 
sl»c could lie* more behold him. Her father be'- 
sought her to spare him the misery of seeing those 
tears*; he leaned upon her for comfort and support, 
he said, aiM bade her not disappoint Htm. She hastily 
wiped away her tears; and though she could not 
conquer^ tried to suppress, her anguish. 

Johnaten mid Kate calfbrl in the coarse of the 
' day, to know if they could b«: of any service to 
Fitzalan. Amanda engaged Johnaten to go to toirii 
the nest morning for a physician, and gave Kate the 
key of a wardrobe where she had left some things, 
which slie desired her to pack up, and send to the* 
cabin In the evening. 

•Mrs. Hryne gave them one of licr fowls for din- 
ner, and Fitzalan assumed an appea;'ancc of cheer- 
fulness; and the evening w'ore*BW'ay somewhat bet- 
ter than tire preceding part of the day liad done. 

'Johnaten was punctual In obeying Amanda*# 
commands, and llirought a physician the next morn- 
ing lo the cabin. Fitzalan apficared much worse, 
and Amanda rejoiced that she had been resolute in 
procuring him advice, ^he withdrew froir the room 
soon aftcq;* the physickm hM entered it, and waited 
without, ill trembling anxiety, for his appearance : 
w hen he came she asked, with a faltering voice, 
his ‘opinion, and besought him not to deceive her, 

• frp*a pity to her feelings ; he shook his head, and 
• assured her he would ^ot deviate from truth for the 
vor.. III. c wiorld> 
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vorld. The Captain was incleocl in a ticklish situa* 
tion, he said ; but the medicines h** had ordered,* 
and sea- ball] 'tug, he doubled not, would befall to 
rights. It was fortunate, he added, she delayed’ no 
longer sending for h'lpi, mentioned twenty miracu- 
lous edres he had performed, admired the immense 
fine prospect before the door, and nlshcd he^^:ood- 
morning with what he thought quite a \Ugas^e and 
irresistible air- SheNvas willing to believe his as- 
snrdlices of her father’s recovery : as the drowning 
wretch will grasp at every straw, she eag(*rly em- 
braced the shadow of comfort ; and, in the reco- 
very of her father, looked forward to consolation 
for all her sorrows. She struggled against her own 
illness, that no assUluous attention might be want- 
ing to him ; and would have sat up W'ith him at 
night, had he not positively insisted on her going to 
bod. The medicines he was ordered, he received 
from her hands, but with a look which seemed to 
express his conviction of their inodiaacy. All, how- 
ever, she wished him tfti do, he did ; and often raised 
his eyes to Heaven, as if to implore it to reward her 
care, and yet a Httle longer spnre him to this beloved 
child, whose happinoss so‘ mudi depended on the* 
prolongation of his existence. 

Four - lays passed heavily away, and fSo assuraiicci 
of the ]^ysician, who was punctual in bis attend- 
ance, lost their eficct upon Amanda. Her father^* 
Qpnsiderably altered for the worse, and unable to 
‘ ^ rise, 
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rifr, <'Xcept.for a fe w npiiuk'S in tlie evening, to 
liave his bed iniulc. He complairuxl of no- pain or 
siifkncss, but seemrd sinTi.ing beneath an easy and 
gradual (Jecay. it was only at intervals he conid 

converse with his diuighler ; • his conversation was 

• • 

calculated to stn nglhcn lior fortitude and rcsig. 
nation,' anti pvepan* lur iov an approaching iriclaii- 
’ (holy event. Whenever she ^;*ceived a hint of it, 
her agony was inexpressible: but pity for her 
ings foaki nol prevent her father from using every 
op[)ojtntiii} that occurnii, for lading down rults 
and prceepjs, v. lilch m'ght bo servicrahle to htVf 
when w*ithoiit a guiJo or protector: sointdiir.es he. 
•tirerted to the pastj bnt'lthls was only done to rcakc 
Iior more cant ions of the future. Ifc chargid her 
to avoid any further intimacy, with Lord Mortimer, 
as an issentlal m.easure for the restoration of her 
poc^co, the jjrcscrvalion of her fi^me, and the re* 
moral of Lord Chcrbury’.s unjust suspicions — 

“ ho will find at last,*’ continued he, how 
muAi he wronged me; and may, perhaps, feel com* 
puiifllon, when beyond his power to make re]ja ra- 
tion.’* To all he dosirc^i, •^Amanda promised a reli- 
gions observance. She thonglA it unnecessary iu ' 
him, indeed, to desire her to avoid Lord Mortinnr, 
couvinced as lIic was that he had ntterly%aban-* 
’lier; but tijc grief this desertion occasioned, 
she bern ved she should soon overcome, were her fa- 
* tier (>nco restored tolioalth; for then she v^oiild 
^ have no time for uselo^js regrets or retrospections, 

€ 2 bat. 
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bi>t be obliged to pass every boor in active exertions 
for his support and comfort. 

A iveek passed avi ay in this manner at the cabin 
—a vreek of w^retchedness to Amanda, who per- 
ceived her father groWjng weaker and weaker. She 
assisted'him^ as usual*, to rise one evening for a few mi- 
,«utes. When dressed, he complained of an oppression 
in his breathing, and desired to be supported to the 
air; Amanda, with difliculty, led him to the win- 
dow, which she opened, and seated him by it; then 
knelt before him, and putting her arms round ills 
waist, fastened her eyes with anxious tenderness 
upon his face^ 

The evening was serenely^ fine ; the sun was set*, 
ting in aM its glory ; and the sea, illumined by its 
-parting beams, looked like « sheet of burnislied sil- 
ver. 

** What a lovely scene !’• cried Fitzalan, faintly; 

with what majesty does the sun »Tetire from the 
.world! The calmness which attends its departure is 
such, I think, as mt/st attend the exit of a g6od 
man.” He paused for a few minutes, then raising 
Ids eyes to Heaven, cxclaim«^ — Merciful Power! 

■ had it pleased thee, <I could have wished yit a little 
longer to have been spared to this young creature ; 
but thy^will, not mine, be done. Confiding in thy 
mercy, I h ave her with some degree of fortitud^'!’* 

Amanda’s tears began to flow as he spoke ; Ire 
raised his hand, on which they fell, and kissing 
them "off, exclaimed— Precious dr'oi)s! My 

Amanda, 
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Amanda, iwcp not too bitterly for me; like a wear/ 

* traveller, ^tbiiik that rest must now be acceptable to 
me.*^ She interrapled him, and conjured, him to 
change the discourse ; he ^hook his head mourn. ^ 
fully, pressed her hands betweeX his, and said — 
“ Yet a little longer, hoy child^ bear with it!” then 
bade . her assure her brother, whenever they met, 
which he frusted and belTeved would be soon, he had 
his father’s blessing, The only legacy,” he cried, 

I ran leave him ; but one I am confident he 
tnorits, and will value. To yon, my girl, I have 
no doubt he will prove a friend and guardian ; you 
may jpotff, perhaps, be amply recompensed fornll 
your sorrows ; Provi(fence is just in all its dealings, 
and may yet render the lovely olTspriiig of my MaU 
Tina truly happy.” He appeared eihausted by 
speaking, and Amanda assisted him to lie down, 
entreating, him at the same time to take some drops : 
be consented ; and while she was pouring them out 
at a little table, her back to the bed, she heard a 
deep groan ; the bottle dro[|ped from her hand, she 
sprang to the bed, and perceived her father lying 
senseless on the pillo}v ; she imagined he had fainted, 
and steamed out for aSsistaiice. The woman of the 
cabin, her husband, and mother, all rushed idto tllb 

* room. He was raised up, his temples and hands 
ebafed, and every remedy within the hotke appfie^ 
for his recovery ; but in vain — his spirit had. for- 
saken its tcncmeiij of clay for ever. Amanda, 
when couviiiccd of this, wrung her hands together; 

c 3 ^ • then 
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then suddenly opening them, she clasped the lifeless 
body to her breast, and sunk fainting beside It. 

She remained a considerable time in a state of in- 
Bensihility, and nhen recovered, she found herself 
in a bed laid upo^i the Aoor in a corner of the out- 
side room. Her senses were at first confused ; she 
felt as ijf waking from a disagreeable dream ; but in 
a few minutes a prefect v?collection of what had 
passed returned. She saw some one sitting by the 
bed ; she raised herself a little, and perceived Sister 
'Mary. “ This is indeed a charitable visit,” cried 
she, extending her hand, and speaking in a low and 
broken voice. The good-natured nun jumped from 
hor seat on hearing her speak, and embraced her 
most tenderly. Her carcsses^'aHec'Ced Amanda inox- 
pressibly ; she dropped her head upon her breast, 
and wept with a vehemence which relieved the op- 
pression of her heart. 

Sister Mai^ said she had never heard of her re- 
turn to the country, till Mrs. Bryr.c crfi'nc to St. Ca- 
iherine’s for a few sprigs of rosemary to strew over 
the poor Captain ; she had returned with her then to 
the cabin, to try if she could be of any service, and 
to invite her, in the name pf the Prioress and the 
ijtjbole Sisterhood, to tife Convent. 

Amanda thanked her for her kind invitation, , 
which, slnJ*, said, she must decline accepting for a 
few days, till slu had performed all hor duties, which, * 
ill, a voice half stilled by sobs, she added, the grave 
would soon terminate. She was sorry, she said, that 
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tboy had undressed her, and requested Sister Mary 
to assist her 'in putting on her clothes. The Sister 
tried to dissuade her from this, but soon found she 
M as determined to spend the remainder of tlic night 
in her father’s apartment. She acqferdingly dressed 
her, for Amanda’s trembling hands refused their ac* 
rnstomi,ed office, and made her take a glgss of n ine 
and wat<T ere she suflere^f her to move towards the 
floor. Amanda m'US astonished, as she approached 
if, to h6ar a violent noise, like the mingled soinids 
of laughing and singing. Her soul recoiled at the 
tumult, and she asked Sister Mary, m ith a counte- 
nance of tt^Tror, what it meant. She replied it wa^i 
only some friends and ^iieighbours doing honour to 
tJie Captain. Amanda hastily opened the door, 
anxious to terminate the suspense these words occa- 
sioned ; but how great was »her horror, when she, 
perceived a set of the meanest rustics assembled 
l ound the bed, with e^ery appearance of inebriety, 
laughing, shouSng, and smoking! M^hat a savage 
sccFo for a child, M^hose hc^rt fvas bursting with 
grief! She shrieked with horror, and hinging her- 
self into the arms of Sister Slary, conjured her to 
have the^ooin clearf d. ^ 

Sister Mary, from being accustomed to sucli*“ 
se'enes, felt neither horror nor disgust: she com- 
jdi’edi^ however, with the request of Ainaitda, and 
besought them to depart, saying, that Miss h"i(z. 
al.in was a stranger tq their customs; and besides, * 
poor* thing, quite beside herself Mith grief.” , They 
c 4 l)egan 
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began to grumble at the ^proposal of removing : they 
had made preparations for spending a merry night, 
and Mrs. Bryne said, if she had thought things 
ivould have tnrncd out In this way, the Captain 
might have found some other place to die in ; for 
the least one coeld have, after his giving "them so 
much trouble, was a little enjoyment with one’s 
neighbours at the latter end.” 

Johnaten and Kate, who were among the party, 
joined their entreaties to Sister JVIary’s ; and she, to 
tempt them to compliance, said, that in all pro. 
liability they would soon have another and a better 
‘opportunity for making merry than.the present.” 

They at length letired; ai/,d Sister Mary anfl 
Amanda were left alone in the chamber of death* 
The dim light which remained cast a glimmering 
light upon the face of Fitzalaii, that added to its 
ghastliness^. Amanda now indulged in all the luxury 
of grief, and found in Sister Mary^ a truly sympa. 
thetic friend ; for the good nun was famed through, 
out the little circl^of her acquaintance, for weeping 
with those wlio wept, and rejoicing with those who 
rejoiced. She had obtained a promise from Amanda 
of accompanying her to' St. Catherine’s aj soon as 
her father was interred; and in return for this, 
bhe gave an assurance of continuing with h,CT till the 
last m'elancholy offict‘s w^ere over, and also, 'tl)at, 
with the assistance of Johnaten, she would see every 
thing proper provided. Thes was some comfort to 
Ainanda, "who felt herself at present unequal to any 

exertion ; 
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c^iertion ; yctj notwithstanding her fatigue and iil. 
ness, she persevered in her resolution of sitting up 
with her father every night, dreading, that if she 
retired to.bed, a scene of riot wou||] again ensue, 
which, in her opinion, was sadriiege to the dead. 
She wont to bod every moniiiig, aifcl w’as nursed with 
the most (Ciider attention ^jy Sister Mary, w'ho also 
‘insisted on being her companion at night. This, 
however, was but a mere matter of form, for the 
good Sister w'as totally unable to keep her eyes open, 
and slept as comfortably upon the earthen lloor, 
with her gown made into a pillow for her head, as if 
laid upon down : then was poor Amanda left to her 
reilections, and the^elancholy contemplation 
of her beloved father^s remains. 


The evening of the fourth day after his decease 
W'as fixed upon for his interment. With strc^amiiig 
eyes and breaking heart, Amandn beheld him put 
into the coffin ; #Tid in that moment felt as if ho had 
again died bi'fore her. A small procession attended, 
consisting of the people of the fioitfsc, Johnaten and 
Kate, and a few respectable farmers, to whom Fitz- 
alan had endeared himself, during his short abode at 
Castle CtA-berry ; theVaen had starfs and hat-bands, 
and the women hoods. 


JohnaUm, who had been a soldier rn hfs ^outh^» 
rc^lfed to pay some military honour, anrd placed 


bis hat and sword upon the Coffin. 


Amanda, by the mdst painful effort, support^ 
the preparatioirsfoi' his removal; but when she saw 
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the coffin actually raised to be taken out, she could 
no lonsrer restrain her feelings; she shrieked in tlic 
afifbny of her soul ; a sickness, almost deadly, seized 
her ; and she ^ fell fainting upon Sist(fr Mary’s 
bosom* 



CHAP. n. 

Oh! let me unlade iiiy l)rrn.d, 

*' ■ four out the /uiucss ol* luy soul before \ on, ' 

Jiliew ev*ry tender, every grateful ihoiigbt, 

This woncl'roiis goodness .stn*s . biTi His impossn)Ie> 

And utVraiicc all is \ile; since 1 can only 
Swear* that you reign licre> but never liow ninch. 

* ' HUM' 7,, 

SisTEii Mary recovered her with difficulty,^ but 
found it impossible to remove bee fr^m the cabin till 
she was more coinposed< In about hvo hours itsiiu 
habitants returned; ‘and' the car having urrltK^d, 
*ivhich she hadtorderod to convey Aniaiida lo St. Ca- 
iherine’S; iHhmMfbs placed upon it, in a state scarcely 
^ animate, aM* suppo^^ted oy Sister Mary, «»vas con- 
teyed to that peaceful asylum. 

, On arriving at it, slw* was carried immedia,tely into 
the Prioress’s apartment, who received and 
^ corned her with the most tender afTec^ion and sen.si.. 
bility — a tender rte^T which rocised Amanda from the 
Stupefaction* into /which she appeared sinking, and 
' made 
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i^mde Ikt woop violMifly. Siic felt relieved from 
</ojng so ; and^ as some return for the* Itiridncss slic 
received, cnd< avoured a])])ear benefited by it; 
she therefore declined going to bed, but lay down 
01)011 11 little malted couch in the ^iior< fcs’s room. 
The tea-table was close by it : .as she refusf^d any 
othes' lefreshmoiit, she obtained this by a iiromise of 
• eating soniefhiiig with it. I\ cite of the sisterhood, 
Sister Mary excejited, were ailnuited, and Amanua 
fl it this delicate attention and respect to her sorrow s 
with gratitude. 

She arrived on the tvo of tlu ir patron ‘\'iinf at the 
Cor.vent^ ’\vhich was always (vhbrated with so-* 
^(■ninify^ afb‘r tea,,ther(4fore, the Frion*ss and Sis- 
ter jMary were coinp(*lied to repair to iiie chapel ; 
but she acmovej the nliictaMce tli('\ felt to leave her 
alone, by complaining of b<‘iiig drowsy. A pillow' 
being laid under her head b^ Sister Mary, soon after 
Jiey quitted he^’ she f< 11 into a profound slumber, 
in which she continued till awoke by distant music, 
i>o yml'ty so cltar^ so luvrnundoiv, that the deiightful 
scusatioiiii it gaie lier she could only compare with 
those wliich she imagined a vVstivssed and pensive 
Soul w ouid feel, v, hefl, spVlngii^ from the shackles 
of mortality, it first heard the heavenly sounds that ** 
vu'lcomcij it to (he realms of eternal bliss. ^ 

J'hb chapel, from which those celestial Soun'^s ^ 
proceeded, was at the extremity of the house, ffo 
that they somclimej swolled upon her oar, sometimes * 
faintly sunk upon it. The pauses in tho orgafi, , 
€ G which, . 
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which was finely played, were filled u]J» by the sweef, 
though less powerful strains of the sisterhood, who 
sang a h^ixin in honour of their saint. 

No qnc was here exempt, 

No voice but well could join melodious part. 

Ii is a foretaste of Ilearen,” thought Amanda, 
She heard a deep sigh behind her; she tuintd her 
head histil}, and perceived a figure standing near^ 
which bore a strong resemblance to Lord Mortimer : 
shh was alarmed — yet she could scarcely belierc it 
was him she saw — a second glance, however, as 
she started fiom the couch in order to have a beiitr 
Tiew, the light which the small and hca?/.arched 
window admitted being imperfect, convinced he** 
her eyes had not deceived her. 

Trembling and astonished, she sunk upon a seat, 
exclaiming — Gracious Heaven! what can have 
brought Lord Mortimer here 

He made no reply, but kneeVng before her^ 
took \^er hands in hts, pressed them to his forehead 
and, lips, and laid bi^bead upon them. '' 

ciied Amanda, unutterably affected by 
the emotions he betrayed, why, my Lo.d, are 
.,you come hither To try,” he repKcd, in dt 

voice scarcely articulate, whether Miss Fitzalan 
will yCt consider me as her friend.’! — ‘^That, my 
Loid,” said she, depends upon clrcumstahcos ; 
, but while your Lordship reinmns m your present 
posture, what they wre, 1 ettbnot explain.’^ 

* Lord Mortimer instantly arose^ and seated himself 

h 
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by her.~^*Now tell me,” said Ke, *^what those 
circumstances are«?”— The first, my Lord, is, to 
exculpate my father lu the opinion of Lord Cher- 
bury; and, by declaring the commencement and 
]]irogre8s of our acquaintance, eradicate from his 
Lordship's mind the injurious suspicions he 4i>tcr« 
tained against him. This^^ perhaps, you wiU say is 
> useless, considering those suspicions can no longer 
vound him ; but, my Lord, 1 deem it an incum. 
bent duty on me, to remove from his memory 4he 
obloquy on my account cast on it.'' — I promise 
you most solemnly,” said Lord Mortimer, you 
shall boobeyed. This is a debt of justice, which 1 
J[)^ad resolved to pay, cr»I received your injunction 
for doing so. It is but lately I hoard of the unjust 
charges made against him, nor do I now know what 
fiend gave rise to them.” — ^^The same, perhaps,'^ 
/exclaimed Amanda, who spread such complicated 
snares for my^estruclion, and involved mein e^.ry 
horror but that which proceeds from conscious goilt. 
Olf, my Lord! the second cifciimgtance 1 allude to 
is, if yod should hear my name treated with scorn 
and contempt by those few, those very few, whom ‘ 

I had reason to esteem, 2nd ta believe esteemed me, 
that you would kindly interpose in my justification, 
and sa}^ I merited not the aspersions cast uipon me. 
Qplleve me innocent, and you will easily persuade , 
others I am so. You shake your head, as much as 
to say, you cannot think me so, after the proofs 
you have seen to the contrary* Ah ! my Lord,* tire 

proofs 
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proofs wore contrivod by malice and trc:icli«»ry, io 
ruin me in the <«Jlimntion of my fritnils, and by per- 
fidy Ip force me into a crime ©f wliich 1 alicady 
bear the appearance and tho stigma. Surely, in 
this solemn hour, which has seen my bcloTed. fa- 
tlier eonsigned to his kindred earth — when, with a 
mind harassed by sorrow*,^ and a body worn (ml with 
fatigue, I feel as if standing on the verge of the 
grave, I should be the most abandoned of wrctclusj 
if could a'ssert my iinioceiice witlioiit the consci- 
ousness of really possessing it. No, my Lord, by 
such a falsehood, I should be not only wicked, but 
foolish, in depriving myself of that happiiiejts here- 
arter, which will so fully Hrerouppeirse my present, 
miseries.” — ‘‘Oh, Amanda!” cried Lord ^lorli. 
TTKT, who had been walking backward and forward 
In an agitabKi manner while she* spok(', “ you w’ould 
almost convince me against th(? ovidence of my owa 
sjfTirft'S.” — “ Almost !” she repeated,; “ ihen 1 si‘e, 
my Lord, you are determined to d;sbeli<‘ve me. But 
why, since so prejudiced against me, have you co*.ne- 
hither? was it merHy to be assured of my wretclu 
tdness — to hear mo say that I stand alone in the 
w orld, without one Jieiiig interested imny vw.d faro — 

•i 

that my present asylum is bestowed by charily, and 
Ijtiat if uy life be prolonged-, it must be s,peiit in 
^ugglihg-against comstitution, sorrow^, aitd illfani% 
to procure a subsistence ?”’ — “ N-o, no,” exclaimed 
Lord Mortimer^ Hinging hlms^f at her feet, “ ne- 
Te^‘sliall yon suffer such misery ! wore you even the 
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being I was tempted fo think you some time ago^ 
never %vould- ^lortimcr suffer the woman his heart 
fl.>tod on, to feel such calamity. I do not, { can- 
not bclicvj you would deceive me. Th^re is an ir- 
resistible eloquence in your Words, that convinces 
me you have been the victim of treachery, and* I its 
d ipe. I Ct'i!»riot give you a more convincing proof 
•of my confidence in yon, than by again renewing 
my entreaties to have one fame, one fate, one for- 
tune, ours.”^ • 

The resolution which Amanda had forced, to sup- 
port her through the painful scene she guessed would 
ensue, five raomcnl she saw' Lord Alorlimory now va- * 
i^sjicd, and she burs^iutowi Hood of tears. 

She saw his conduct in the most generous, the 
most exalted light ; notwithstanding appoaraner?! 
were so much against her, he was willing to rely 
solely on her own asseverations of innocence, and to 
run every risk gn her account, that, by au uriion^ 
he migiit shelter her from the diftiesses of her pre- 
sent^ituation : but while her s<^isibility was affected 
by his expressions, her pride was alarmed, lest he 
should impute ber ardent desire of vindicating heiv 
self to tin? cxpectatwis. o^haviug his addresses re- 
newed. lu broken accents she endeavoured to rc- 
moye suet arisen, and to convince^ 

. hiij that all further intimacy between them mnSt now 
he terminated. Lord Mortimer ascribed the lattCr 
* part of hetr speech to tiie resent me iit she felt against 
him for ever entertaining doubts of her worth. Sho 

desired. 
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desired him to rise; but he refused, till he ^vas for- 
given. My forgiveness is yours indeed, miy 
. Lord,” said she, though your suspicions wound 
me to the soul. I can scarcely wonder at yonr cn- 
tertaining them, when 1 reflect on the different situ- 
ations in which 1 <^ivas found, which, if your Lord- 
ship can spare a little longer time, or deem it worth 
devoting to such a purpose, as well as I am able, 1 
will account for being involved in.” Lord Morti- 
mer declared his ardent desire to hear those particu- 
lars, which nothing but a fear of fatiguing or agi- 
tating her could have prevent d his before express- 
'ing. He then seated himself by her, and taking 
her cold and emaciated hand ii). his, listened to htr 
little narrative. 

She briefly informed him of her father’s residing in 
Devonshire, after the death of her mother — of the 
manner in which they became acquainted with Colo- 
nel Belgrave — of his having ingratiated hin^self into 
their friendship, by pretending to be Oscar’s friend, 
and then plunging them in distress, when IjHb fdund 
they not only resisted, but resented his villanous de. 
signs. 

She related the <artfuf manner in whfch Lady 
Grey stock had drawn her from her father’s protec- 
tion, vid the cold and insolent reception^ she mot 
from the .Marchioness and her daughter, when intj^o. 
duced by the above-mentioned lady — the enmity the 
Marchioness bore her father-^the sudden alteration 
of her behaviour-* the invitation to her house, so 

unexpected 
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tincxpectcd and uniircessary, all tended to inspire a 
belief that she was concerned in contnvin^ Colonel 
Belgrave^s admittance to the house, and had also 
given Lord Cherbury reason to suspect the integrity 
of her father. 

Lord Mortimer here interrupted Amanda, to 
mendom the conversation v^ich passed between him 
• and Mrs. Jane in the hall. 

She raised her hands and eyes to Heaven with asto- 
nishment at such wickedness, and said, though 
she always suspected the girl's integrity, from a cer- 
tain sycophant air, she never imagined she could be 
capable gf snch baseness.” * 

^^Lord Mortimer tgain« interrupted her, to men- 
tion vrhat Lady Grey stock had told him concerning. 
Mrs. Jennings, as also what the housekeeper had 
said of the note he gave her fur Amanda. 

Good God!” said Amanda, when I hear of 
all the enemies ^ had, 1 almost wonder 1 escaped so 
well.” ' 

She tlien remused her narratwe, accounted for tho 
dislike Mrs. Jennings had to her^ and explained the 
way in which she was entrapped into Colonel Bel- 
grave’s power — the klmo^t micaculous manner ia 
which she was freed from his house — the friendship 
she received from Howell, an^ the situation i^ which 
shg arrived at Castle Caii^erry, and found Aer fa- 
ther. The closing scene she could not describe, fov 
lighs and sobs impedoi her utterance. 

Lord Mortimer gently folded her to his breast ; lie 

Cjjllcd. 
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called hor his (]par, his unfortunate, his lorcly girl, 
more precious than ever'' to his heart and declaVcd 
he never again would quit her tilLfihe had given him 
a right to espouse her quarrels, and secure her from 
the machinations of her enemies. IIer*warm tears 
wet Jiis cheeks ai^ she exclaimed, that could never 
be!” ' . 

My promise is already past,” crie’d she tha^ 
which was given to the living shall not be;.for- 
iWited to the dead; and this, my Lord, by deaigi)} 
is the last time wc must (ver meet.” — AVJiat 
promise?” exclaimed Lord Mortimer; “ surely no 
• one could be so inhuman as to ext(A*t a promise 
from you to give me ug?”— It was not iuhi:- 
ruaiiity extorted it,” replied Amanda, but to- 
Hour, rectitude, and discrctiou : without forfeit- 
ing those, never can I violate it. There is but 
one evemt could make me acquiesce in your wishes 
— that is, having, a fortune adequate to yours to 
bring to you; because then I/ord Chorhury could 
ascribe no selfish motive to my conduct; but a^sucli 
an event is utterly improbable, 1 might almost say 
impossible, it is certabi wc shall never be united. 
Any farther intercourse 1fetw<%u us, you qjnst there- 
fore be convinced, would injure me. Disturb not, 
theicrjjre, my Lord, my retirement; but, ere y'ou 
departi^* allow- me to assure you, you have lightened 
weight on iny heart, by crediting what I have 
said. Should I not recover ,from (he illness W'hich • 
ttew preys upon me, it will cheer iny departiilg spi- 
rit 
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ifit to know } oi! think me innocent ; and if I livcj it 
Hill #sijpport me tJirough many difficiiltieF, and of- 
ten, perhaps, after the toils of a busy clay, shall I 
comfort myself by reflecting, that those I esteem, if 
they think ofVie, it is with their wonted*regard.” 

Lord Mortimer was alFectocl by ^ the manner in 
which she sfloko; his eyes began to glisten, and he 
was again declaring he w^ouldtkot saffer her to sacri. 
fice her happine'^s at the shrine of a too scriipnlous 
and romantic generosity, when the door opened, 
and the Prioress and Sister Mary, who had been de- 
• tained in the chapel by a long discourse from the 
priest, entered,* beaiiiig lights. 

Lord Mortimer, starting in much confusion, re« 

, treaVd to one of the windows, and drew out hi? 
handkerchief, to conceal the emotions which Amanda 
had excited. She was unable to speak to the Pri- 
oress and Sister Mary, who stared round them, and 
then at each other, not certain whether they should 
advance or retreat? Lord Mortimer in a few mo- 
mc its ^covered his composure, jiid advancing to 
the Prioress, apologized for his intrusion into her 
apartment; but said he had the honour of being a 
iViend of Miss Fitzalan,* ancX could not resist his 

t • 

wish of inquiring in person after her health as soon 
as- he arrived in the country. • ^ 

The 'Prioress, who had once seen a good dea^of 
the peflito world, received his address with ease and 
epmplaisancc. Sister Mayr went over to Amanda, 

» and found her weak, trembling, and weeping. She 
... expressed 
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expressed the utmost concern at seeing her in such a 
situation^ and im mediately procured her a gldss of 
ivine, which she insisted on her taking. The lights 
now gave Lord Mortimer an opportunity of con- 
templating the depredations which grief aud sick- 
ness had mtde»npon her — her pale and sallow com- 
plexioii) her heavy and sunken eyes^ struck him^» 
with horror; he could not conceal his feelingsr* 
Gracious Heaven 1’^ cried he, going to the couch, 

'4. and taking her hand, I fear you are very ill.” 

She looked mournfully in his face, without speak- 
ing; but this look was sufficient to assure him he 
WAS not mistaken. The efforts sh(h hjid made to 
converse with him, and the. yet greater clTortsshe 
Inside to banish him for ever f^om her, quite ex, 
hausted her. After the various miseries she had gone 
through, how southing to her soul would have been 
the attentions of Lord Mortimer — how pleasing, 
how delightful the asylum she should have found in 
his arms! But no temptation, no distress, she re- 
solved, should cwsr make her disobey the «injuDC. 
tion of her adored father. 

She is very bad indeed,” said Sister Mary ; 
^^and W'e mustiget her tombed as soon^as possible.” 
— She requires rest and repose, indeed,” said 
Lord Mortimer.* But tell me, my dear Miss Fitz- 
alaii,” taking her hand, if I have these g(^od la. 

‘ dies* permission to call here to morrow, will you, if 
able to rise, see me?”— I cannot indeed,” said 
Amanda; I have already declared this’ must be 
t onr. 
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tiiir last inferTiew, and I shall not retract from what 
I hate said/* — ** Then,” exclaimed Lord Mortimer, 
regardless, or rather forgetful, of those ivho heard 
him, from thje agitation and warmth of Jiis feelings', 

I shall, in one respect at least, accuse you of 
dissimulation — that of feigning a regard for roe you 
.neTer felt.^* — Such an accusation is now of little 
•consequence,” replied Amanda; perhaps you had 
better think jt just.'’«^^^ Cruel, inexorable girl, to 
refuse seeing me — to wish to have the anxiety which ^ 
now preys upon my heart prolonged!” — Young 
man,” said the Prioress, in an accent of displeasure, 
seeing the ^eafs streaming down Amanda’s cheeks, 

** respect her sorrows/J, — Eespect them, Madam !” 

pea ted he — Oh Hearen ! 1 respect, I renerale 
them; but will you, my dear lady, when Miss Fits* 
alao is able, prevail on her to communicate the par* 
ticniars of our acquaintance ? and will you then be* 
come my adTocate,^and persuade her to receive my vi* 
sits?” — Impossible, Sir,” said the Prioress; ** I 
shall never attempt to desire a larger share of con- 
fidence from Miss f'itzalan Chan she desires to bestow 
upon me. From my knowledge of her, lam con* 
vinced her qpnduct will klwa^s be guided by diserc* 
tion. She has greatly obliged me by choosing this hum* 
ble retreat for her residence. She has put hcrsel&un- 
der nyr protection, and I shall endeavour to fulfil that 
sacred trust, by securing her from any molestation.!;^ * 
Well, Madam,” said Lord Mortimer, 1 flat. 
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ter myself Miss Filzalati will do me justice In declAr* 
ing my visits proceeded from ’wishes which, though 
she may disappoint, she cannot disapprove. I shall 
no longer in^trude upon your time or hers, hut will 
still hope 1 shall find you both less inflexible.’* 

lie took up his hat — he approached the door ; but 
when he glanced at Amanda, he could not depart ' 
without speaking to her, and again went to the 
couch. He entreated her to compose and exert hor- 
' self ; he desired her forgiveness for any warmth he* 
had betrayed ; and he whisperi^d to her that all hiS 
earthly happiness depended on her restoration to 
health, and her becoming his. lie insisted on her 
now giving him her harrd, atv a pledge of amity ^^c- 
tween them ; she compRcil : but when, presuming - 
oti this, he again asked her consent to repeat his vi. 
sit, he found her as inexorable as ever ; and retired, 
if not with a displrtiscd, a disappointed countenance. 
Sister Mary attended him from the, apartment. At the 
door of the Convent, he requested Irer to walk a few 
paces from it withiiim, saying he wanted to spbak to 
her : she consc^nlcd ; and rlmcmbering he was the per- 
who frightened'bipr one evening amongst the ruins, 
determined now, uf she had a good opportunity, to 
ask what had then brought him hither. 

, L^rd Mortimer knew the poverty of the Convent, 
and teared Amanda might want many things, qr its 
iiihabitants be distressed to procure them for her ; ho 
therefore pulled out a purse, and p reseating it to*' 

Sister 
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Sister Mary, lequestecl she would apply it for Miss 
use,, without ipeotloning any ‘thing about 

it to her. 

Sister Mary shook the purse: “ Jf-su Ma- 
ria,” exclaimed she, ^Hiow heavy it is!” 

Lord MorfiriiCr was retiring, wlien^ catching hold 
him, she cried — Stay, stay, I have a word or 
two to say to you : I wonder how much there is in 
this purse?” — Lord Mortimer smiled. If not 
enough for the present emergencies,” said Jie, it ^ 
» shall soon be replenished.” — Sister Mary sat down 
upon a tombstone, and very deliberately counted the . 
money intq her lap: Oh mercy !” -said abe, *‘^ 6 
nevjr saw so many guii^cas together before in all my* 
UPe.^— Again* Lord Mortimer smiled, and* was re- ' 
tiring; but again stopping him, she returned the*, 
gold into the purse, and declared, she neitbeii: wcitld v 
nor durst keep it. 

Lord Mortimer ips provoked at this. declaration ; 
and without replying to it, walked on. She, ran ; 
nimbly* after him, and dropping •the purse at his 
feet, was ouh'of sight in a moment. 

When she returned to the Prioress’s iipartmcnt, , 
she related ti|e incident, arid to^k mych merit to 
seif for acting so prudently. The Prioiress com-.', 
.mended her very much, and poor Amanda, with a.* 
faint v^fce, said she had acted quite right. . * 

. A little room, insiub the Prioress’s chamber, was 
‘prepared for Amanda, into* which she was now con- ' 
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Tey«d; and the goodUnatured SUtdr Jtfarjr brought 
her own bed, and laid it beside hers* ^ 


CHAP. IIL 

\nth dlfges due, end sad array, 

Sliioughtfae chweb-way path 1 saw him borne. 

It arill now be necessary to acconni for the sudden 
appearance of Lord Mortimer at the Con rent. Oar 
reader may recollect, that we jeft him in Londonjn 
the deepest affliction for the supposed perfidy of 
Anianda-^an affliction which knew no dimination 
from tiiqp; neither the tenderness of his aunt, Lady 
Martha Dormer^ nor the kind consideration his fa* 
flier^ewed for him, who, for the present, ceased 
to importune him about Lady Euphrasia, could hare 
any lenient elect Lpon him. lie pined in theught, 
and felt a distaste to all society. He at last began 
to tUaky that though Amanda had been unhappily 
led astray, she niight ere this hare ^ep^ted of her 
orror, aod forsaken Colopel Belgrare. To know 
wheikher sha had* done so. or whether she could be 
preVmled upon to giro him up, he bellered would 
'be an alleviation of bis Sorrows. No sooner liad 
he persuaded himself of this, than be determined on 
* . going 




Ct TBB ^ 

filbtf t 694 |telBndiHthoutdeiiiy, ta 
Bjkn ; «ikI if Aw wu Mt fBtarned t« ^‘protection, 
MtiM wiA biip about aonw method of nptorii^ hpr 

He told Lord Gherbnry he tbeught an excursied 
-into Wdles wpuld be of service te him. Hit Lord, 
ship agned in thinking it^might; and secretl7 de< 
.Qtl^itad that nil danger TClafire to Amanda nas over, 
gladly coijcurred in whatever could please his ten ; 
flattering bimself, that, on hU return to London, lie 
vronld no longer raise any objections to an alliance 
with the fair Scotch heiress. 

Lord IjiloAimer traselled with as much expedition 
Holyhead as if o^t^w that perfect happiness, 
edit » stnatl alleviation of miseiy, would be the re. 
HMNllliace of his jouraoj^. He.eienceBled ftom bis 
'«ig%|lh«reai«etives whhdi aetaatrd him tOit, bhlilh.. 
Kfe? even to himself, at the weakness srhieh he still 
^It relattve in Aj/moixu ‘ 

^ WHon he orosiml (he witer, he sgida sdt off post, 
sttteadnl oa hetaaback only by^isdsm man : within 
«Mp inHe'Vf Castle OarbeTry he met the lirtle mourn. 
iMi'pre^estliHi^ approaching sidrieh was atteading 
|taor Fi(b|ian to Ms tpMt home. •The carriage stop. 
pOl^ to in thew pass ; •abd in Hie^ last oMhe grtwp 
JalMMtM, who at togtomd ffih|Wbt re. • 
pailgM him. ffahaatetoj whh much stoprueSaJli^ 
cottoMMiNa* Stagjtolhlp 4 tfatoearrfage ; and, after 
•Imwinj^, toll hoping hhil^dsblp «)nrlreli(, 

90%.* 111. » with 
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witb & irt^l^DchoIy shake of his he^ informed liiai 
- 'whose reinaias he was following. 

Captain Fitzalau dead !^’ repeated Lord Morti. 

' with a. face as pale as death, and a falterini^ 
Foice, while his lieart sunk within him 'at the idea 
that his father was in some degree accessary to the 
fatal event; for jost before he left London, Lord 
^Cherbury had informed him of the letter he 
toFjt^aian, and this, he believed, joined th his own 
:ihimedialc family misfortunes, bad precipitated him 
from the world- Captain Fitzalan dead!” heex- 
dcimed. — Vos, and please you, my Lord,” said 
* Johnaten, wiping away a tear ; ‘^and he Las not 
left a belter or braver ^mati ^behind him. Poor 
gentleman, the world pressed hard ‘upon him!’*- 
Had he no tendeft^friend about him?’* ask^^;||0rd 
Mortimer were neither of his children.with , 

— ^^Oh yes, iny^Lorf, poor Miss Amanda. 
was with him.!” said Lo^d Mortimer, ii^ an eager 
cent. — Ves, my Lord ; shereturned here about ten 
.days a§i^.but i|o saxllj;Ultered,.l thiakdie ,woii|,^>5tay 
loug^behind him. Poor thing'l she is going fast indeed; 

, and the more’s the pity, for she is aawReet creature.” ' 

^oad . Mordmcr.was ' inexpressibly -ah^ked ' he 
gvidshdd io^bide his emotions, and waved his hand 
ria Jahnfitemio»^<k^art : but Jobna ten either did'not 


*ior wn^d 1 ^ tmdeiuteJid the motion.; and ^ 
bilged, In broken accmits, to say^ woidd.no 
er detainJhiiu/'* 

. The 
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Tiie feturn of Amanda was to him a^^UTicUott 
'^2it she had* seen her. error in its tfae light. He 
pictured to himself tho atiecting scetie which mt|^ 
hare^ensued between a dying father aiada penitent 
daughter, so loved, so valued, as was Amanda^— her 
‘^situation when she received his fqrgiveness and bene. 
diction^ he ^represented her to himself as at once 
. bewaUing the loss of her father, and her oifences; 
endeavouring, by prayers, by tears, by sighs, to 
obliterate them in the sight of Heaven, and render 
herself fit receive its awful fiat. 


He heard she w'as d} it^» His soul recoiled at the 
kb a of^ sedSng her shrouded in her native elay ; and 
^yet he could not he[p-belie> ing this the only peaceful 
^^ylum she- could find, to be freed from the shafts 
' of edbtempt and the malice of the world. He 
t|>embled lest he should not behold the lovely pent, 
tent while she was capable of observing him. To 
receive a lust adieu, though dreadful, would yot, 
bo thought, lighten the horrors of an eternal sepa. 
ration, and perhaps, too, it wiould be some comfort 
tw herttepurting spirit io know from him he bad par. 
doned her.; and conscious, surely, he thought to 
himself, |S^ must be of ^leedlyg pardon from him| 
whom she had so long' imposed on a specious 


^pretext virtue. He had head'd from^Lprd Cher, 
bf that Captain Fitaalan had quitted the^af tie ; he 
knew not therefore at where to find Atn^^a, ; 

nor did he chmpse to muke any inqv.irios till he again 
saw SFohnatenf . .• . 





I cnir.j)REic OT net: AlitItY* ' 

' At (ho proco^ssian was out of sight, he 

^alighted from the carriage, and ordering his man t* 
'diseWrge it, on arriving at Castle Carberry, he 
took a path aOross the fields, which brought him to 
■the side of the churchyard where Fitzalan was to 
■'be interred. 


IJe reached it just as tl^e eoffta was lowering into 
the earth ; a yOw-tree growing by (he wall against 
which he leaned, hkl h’-m from obsorration. He 
hfa'rd many of the rustics mention the merits of the 
deceased, in terms of warm, though artless, com- 
mendation ; and he saw Johnaten receiving the hat 
and sword, which, ks military trophies, he had laid 
upon tlie coflin^’ w^itTi a flood of tears. 

When the churchyard was cleared, he steppe 
across the broken wall to the silent mansion of Fill* 
a Ian. The scene was wild and dreary, and a low* 
cring evening seemed in unison with the sad objekta 
around. Lord Mortimer was sunk,. »u the deepest 
desiJondence. , He felt awfully, convinced of the in- 
stability pf human aftalnments, and the yanily^ of 
human l^suits, not only from the cercniofly he had 
Just witnessed, bat his .own situation ; the fond 
hopes riof Hs heart,® th4 gay expectation^; of hi« 


»youtlt^tand hilarity ' of bis soul, were blasted, 
to revive. Virtue, Tank^'.and for- 
, ^mil^iHixdntages so highly priced by mankiud, we^ 
.^npitc' to give him consolation, to remote tke^ lisa- 
hts heart, to administo^r one ^bliriotW di&U- 
ft mind diseased. 


‘‘ Peace 



OF THE AJSBET. 

^^-'Pfeace to sha^le, thou unfortunat<^*solfllc-r 
Mrlaimed he,** after sti^ndiiig some time .by the grave 
^ith folded arms; peace to thy shade-^peaca ' 
which shall reward thoe for a life of toil and trou« 
ble! Happy should I have deemed *iny|elf, . had it 
been my lot to have fightened thy grief, or cheered ‘ 
thy closing hours : but those who were dearer to 
thee than existence Imay^et serve, and thus make 
the only atonement now vin my power for the inju#<» 
lice 1 fear < was done thee — thy Amanda and thy ggl-r 
lant son shall be my care, and his path 1 trust it will 
be in my power to smooth through life.” 

A tear fell from Lord Moriiiner upon the gravp,» 
and he turned mournfuliy from it towards Castle Car* 
pdl^y. Here Johnalon was arrived before him, and ' 
haCalready aJarge tire lighted in the dressing-room, 
which poor Amanda, on coming to the Castle, had 
chosen for herself. J obnaten fixed on this for Lord 
. Mortimer, as the parlours had been shut up ever * 
since Captain li^itzalan’s departure, and could nob 
be put in any order till the iie^t day : but it w as the 
worst«^la^ce Lord Mortimer could have entered, as 
not only the chamber itself, but every thing in it, . 
reminded , him of Amandu; and the grief it excited 
at^his first entrance was so viofent, as to alarm not 
obly his jnan, who was spreading a tj^e wjth re- • 
fmhments, bu?^ohiiaten, who was assi^%g him*. . 

soon checked it, hoi^ever; but when lie iigain ' 
looked .round^he room, and beheld it ornamented* 
o 3 with . 


f 
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with vorlb^one by Amanda^ hecould ^carcdly pfe^ 
teni aa<>ther;&l[irst of grief al^ the first!#' V 

He now learned A'inanda’i residence ; and sogrcat^ 
was his impatience to see her, that^ apprehensive 
the Convent would soon be closed, he let oiT, fa#*' 
tigued as he was, witfaotit f^cruiting himself with anyr 
rrfreshrtnent. . - 

He intended to ask fdr one- of th^ ladies .of 
Catherine's, and entreat her, if. Amanda was then* 
ja£iA situation to be soon, to announce his arrival to^. 
her; but after rapping repeatedly with a ^ rattan- 
against the door, the only person who appeared to 
(dm was a servant girl. From her he Icariie^ the la. 
dies were all in the chapel^ and^that Miss Fitzalaii; 
was in the Prioresses' apartment. Ho asked if 
was too ill to be seen : the girl repKed, 
having only entered the room to leave the kettle.kT. 
it, at a time wh^n Amandd was composed, she ima- 
gined she was very well. ^ 

Lord Mortimer then told hOr his name; and dew- 
si red her to go up to. Miss Fitzalan, and inqiure 
whether she would see him* The girF'attemptdd not 
to ilove; she was iji reality so struck, by^ hearing- 
that she had been taj king Ho a Lord, that knt^ 
Bot whether^^he was standing on her head or tier 



^bis restored her to animatidq,: butofe she reached 


the 
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sm. 


dfe room, she forgot his title; and being ttF 

River a blundciing m^sage to Miss Fitaalan, or ia* 
appear stupid to Lord Mortimer, she returned 
him, pretending she had delirered his message, and 
that he might go up. She shewed Mni thedoor ; and . 
when he entered, lie imputed the alienee of Amanda,’ 
and her met moring," to the effects of her grief. He> 

• advanced to the conch,. an& was iH>tm iittle shocked 
on seeing her eyes closed, concluding from this thab 
she had fainted; but her easy respiration soon coBr 
vinced him that this was a mistake, and. he imme^* 
diatf'ly* concluded the girl had deceived him. He 
leaned over* kertlll she began to stir, and tlien 
^rented behind her^ Icst^hls presence, on her first 


'S^a^ing, should alarm her. 
Whj 


r hat took place in this interview between them; v 
has already been related* Notwithstanding appear*^ 
ances were so much against her, and no explanation 
had ensued relative to them, from the moment she 
asserted her innocence with solemnity, he could no^ 
longer doubt it ; and yielding at' once to its con. 
victidn^ to his love, to his pity for her, he again re* 
newed his overtures for an union* Hearing of the 
stmtage^s laid for her distraction, the dangers she 
had escaped, the distresses shc^ad experienced, made 
him moriP^rwH^^jbg^tlyaft ever for comple^ng ii, tha^' 
b|r his constant protection, he might se«su?e ffer from 
s^ilar trials, and, by?his tenderness and- caTe7ve* 
store^herto h(|ikh, peace, and happiness* He longedT 
for the'psjrjgil^f her triumphing over the perffclfous. 

V 1 Marchiouesi^^” 
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MarcSToness and the detesfabk Lady Elii^lirasia^ byv 
' h^0g raised |o that station tluiy had so^ loisg atUuniJ^^- 
cd ta prevent her, attaining ; and tbas proving 
them, that virtucy sooner or later, will .counteract 
the designs office. }Ie fdt a degree of rapture at 
the idea of his beiggiio longer obliged to regret the 
. ardent, the unabated affection he felt for her. 

His transports were soWwhat ehecited, . whma she*, 
solemnly declared an union between them impossible,, 
aed forbade bis seeing her again. He was piqued by 
the s;teadiness with which she repeated this resolution ; 
but her present weak state prevented his betraying 
A‘ny resentment, and he flattered himself he w'ould be 
able to conquer her obstingey. ^Ke could not now,^ 
indeed, despair of any event, after the unexp^f^ iiS 
mtoration of Amanda to his esteem, and the revival ^ 
of those hopes of felicity which, in the certainty of 
having lost her, Jiad faded awa5% ^ 

He returned, as Johnaten said, an altered man to^ 

t 

the Castle ; he no longer experienced horror at en. 
tering the dres&ing^raom, which displayed so many, 
vestiges of his Amanda’s taste. ' 

He resolved on an immediate union, as the surest 
proof he coiild give l|er oTiits perfect coiif^eoceW- 
her sincerity^, not allowing himself to suppose sne 
would ^pon^ue hrih in the had re* . 

cently stvqwed to- him. . He then intended settingKC^ ' 
fordlTondon, and spOriog neither time, tfouhte, 
%xpence, to ohtaifi from, the igforior mgents 

they 

ha(J^ 


^plot laid Ofaiust her, a fulLavawal oi 
' ■ • / 
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Md t1iem5<sl?es acted ia if^ and all they knew* rela;^^ 
ti^e to those 'performed hy others. This was not 
design^ for his own satisfaction ; he wanted 119 
. Gonfirination of wh^t Amanda asserted, as his pra.> 
:posal to marry heri immed^ely defconstrated ; it 
was to cover with confusion thqyse who had medi- 
taled her destruction, and add to the horrors they. 

• would experience when tfieyr found her emerging 
from obscurity, not as Miss FItzalan, but as Lady^ 
Mortimer. Such proofs of her innocence wou]^ 
also prevent malice from s^ing he was a du)?c of 
art; and he was convinced, for both their sakes, it 
was ref]tjisit% to procure them ^ he would then avow* 
Jiis marriage, returij for Jiis wife, introduce her to 
fiends, and, if his ^ther kept up any rcsc^it- 
mGnt against them longer than he expected, hcknew^ 
in Lady Martha Dormer’s house, and at Tudor Hall, 
he should find not only an eligible, but pleasant, 
residence. Those delightful schemes kept him awake - 
half the night; and^ when he fell asleep', it was only - 
to <>ream of happiitess and Amanda; 

Iri^ie morning, notwithstanding the prohibition" 
he Imd received to the contrary, he went to inquire 
ho/ she yas, and to try aRd se<4 her. The girl who 
him answered his repeated knocks the preceding^ 
evening told hinf Miss Ehzalvi waiF 

tO|y bad. He began 't<r.'thttt^k. ihat this invRit be 
pfefext to avoid^ seeing •him, amli to come at the^ 
he was ilippio^a bribe into i»»r hand^ when 
Sister bad been watching^ them ftom.kn , 

\ i> 5 adj[oi|iiiig* 
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adjoining room, appeared^ and stopped this mea-^ 
sure. She repeated what the girl had just said, and. 
in addition to it, declared, that, even if Miss Fitzw' 
alan was up, she would not see^ him ; and that he 
must come no diore to St. Cathfrine's, as both Miss 
Fitzalan and the Prioress .would resent such conduct 
exceedingly ; and that If he wanted to inquire after 
the health of the former, *iie might easily send a ser* 
rant ; and it would be much better done than to 
came frisking over there moment. 

Lord Mortimer displeased with this 

unceremonious speech/ ^^So, I suppose,” cried 
«be, you .want to make a real nun of Miss Fitar- 
alan, and* to keep her from all conversation?” — 
And a happy creature she would bo, were 
become one of us,” replied Sister Mary ; adtl us 
to keeping her from conversation, she might have us 
much as she pleased with any one. Indeed, I be^ 
lieve the poor thing likes you well enough; the 
more’s her misfortune for doing so,” — “ I thank 
you, JHadam^” criedo Lord Mortimer : I suppose 
it one of your tows to speak tnith ; if so, 'i- must 
acknowledge you keep it religiously.” — I^avc 
just heard her,” piroceecNI Sister Mary,^^ without 
minding what he had said, tell the Prioress a lo^g 
story ^bout you ami hcrsel^^by^higjjL^jSnd it whs 
her fatiier’s desire she should have nothing more 
say to jypii ; and .1 dare sayHhe poor gentleman Iteil 
good reasons fpr doing so. J. beg*,||my Iiord, you , 
no more here ; and, it 

was 
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miSa sliAme for you to gite money to the slmpltf^o 
who unswered^you — why^ it \vas enough to turn the 
iprl's head, and set her mad after one or 


Bthen” 

JLvJjord Mortimer ^uld not depart without an cf. 
fort to win Sister Maiy OTor to hib favour, and en- 
gage her to try persuade Misb Vitzalau to pt rmit 
his visits ; but she was infletible. He then eiitieated 
to know if Amanda was so ill as to be nuableto rise* 
S^he assated him she was; and, as some consolatio^ 
to the distress she perceived this assurance gave liim, 
said he might send when he pleased to inquire afUr 
her health, «and she would take caie to answer the^ 
me sse ng^r herselfft 

^,^Lprd Mortimer Segan now to be seriously alaim. 
ed) mt Captain Fitaalan had prevailed on las dauglu 
ter to make a solemn i enunciation of him ; if this 
wereilie case, he>knew nothing could prevail on her 
to bifak her promise. He was half distracted with 
doubt and anxil'tv, which were scarcely suppoit- 
ablc, when lie rcQected that th^y could not for some 
time hf satisfied, since, even if he wrote to her for 
that/purpose, she could nut at present answer ids 
\ct»T : again he felt con^Miced of the instability of 
ovthly lAippiness, and the i^lose connexion there has 
^01 been be U^ n ptcaisureand pain» 


n 6 
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CHAP, ivf 

Th^ presence only ’ds can mak^ me bless'd, 

Heal my ihiquiet miQd» ind tune my soul. otwat* 

Tj.e fatigue^ distress, and agitation of Apianda could 
Jio longer be struggled nith— she sunk beneath their 
Tiolcnce, and for a week was confined to her bed by 
Jthe fever which seized her in England, and had ever 
since luiked in her. veins. Xhe .whole sisterhood, 
who4:ook it in tiirifi to attend her, vied with ^acjlC' 
other in kindness a4id care to the poor^inrlTHd. 
Their efforls for her recovery were aided by a skil- 
ful physician from thd next town, who Called, with, 
out being sent for, at tlie Convent. He said he had 
known Captain Fittcalan, and that hearing Miss 
Fjtzalan was indispo«ed, he had come, in hopec; he 
might be of service to the daughter of a man- so 
much esteemed. lie would accept of no fee ;\find 
the prioress, who ijras av woman of sagacity, 6t|s. 
peeled, as well as Amanda, that he came by the d^. 
Tection^of Lord Mortimer : n<^g^ w^ere t^jm^mistakeii, 
ior, disfractcil with apprehensiol^ about her, l^e 
. had taken this method of lightening his fears, fiat* 
’^taring himself, by the excellent adrkc he had pro- 
• V ^iciircd. 
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onred^ 'hbr recoveiy would be much expedited^ and ■ 
df course his wspense at least terminated. 

* The Doctor did not withdraw his visits when^ 
M AtnandU' was ablf to rise ; he attended her pane. 
Wmijly, and often j^id her long visfts, which were 
^of infinite 'Service to her 'Spirits, ^as he was a man of 
much information and cheerfulneS^^ In a few days 
, she was removed ..from her chamber into a pleasant 
room below stairs, which opened into the garden, 
where, leaning on the friendly Doctor’s arm, wr 
one df the nuns, she walked, at difierent times, a 
few minutes each day. Lord Mortimer, on bearing 
this, thought he might now solicit an interview, au(> 
accordingly wrote f^r *th^# purpose. 


; . to MI&S JP$TZULAI<r. 

Lord Mortimer presents his compli- 
ments to Miss Fitzalan, and tiat tors himself she will 
allow him perfonaily to express the sincere happi. 
ness her restoration to health has aifordcKl him. He 
canqp/ think she will refuse so reasonable a request^ 
he i/almost convinced she would not hesitate a mO;# 
in granting it, jpQli}d#be. facia an idea of the mi. 
swy he^bas experienced,, , on £er account, and the 
anxiety he feels, and moat continue to f^'el, till some 
expressions in tff^’last interview ar c* si uph iined. 
y.CasHe Carberj'^y 
. 10th 
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This letter greatly distressed ^manda: she ba£ 
hoped the pain of agaia rejeeUng hisyisits and re^- 
quests would haye been spared her : &he guessed at 
the expressions he alluded to in hisietter— they were 
those she had dropped nUaiivo ter her promise to 
fatlier ; aiHl from the impetuous and*tendbr feelings' 
of Lord Mortimer, she easily conceived the agony 
he would experience when he found this premise in** 
Tiolablo. Shf> fdt more for his distress than her own. 
Her heart, seasoned in the school of adversity^ could 
bear its sorrows witli caimness ; but this wasuot the 
case with hixn^ and slh? paid the tribute of tears ta 
» sr love so feryent, so faithfuli and so hopeless. 

She then requested Sistey MUry to acqifaint his 
messc nger that she received ho visits ; and that, 
she wa^tolf rably n covered, she entreated his L(^.- 
ship would not take the trouble of continuing his 
jfiquirios about her health, or send any more IrriU 
tf n luessages, as sht nas unable to answer them. 

The Prioress, who was present wRefi she rcceired* 
the letter, commended her ereecdingly for the fortU 
tude itid discretion she bad manifested. AiUj^nda 
had deemed it necessary to inform her^ after ^the^ 
ronversation she had^ heart! between her and 
Mortimer, of the lenns on which they stc^ wi^^ 
each other ; and tho Prioress*, bte d whethdir 
his LortIsip"'df«4<f in leality as honourable as he pro-' 
ff^ed himself, thought Amanda on the snro^side*in.* 
*‘declinhilig his visits. 

Xbd.tiext morning the 


Doctor call^a^ujjna 



av tB£ ^ 

teld AmandB he had brought her an eDtertaining 
beok, for no^suoh thing could be procured at St. ^ 
Catherine’s; as she had expressed her regret at 

C from the timeishe had been abfe to read, he had 
lied her from Sis' Jibri^^', whjcl^ wasv extensive 
^nd well chosen»- 

He did not present it to tep4illdie was retiring ; 
and' then said, with a sigfe&rant smile, she would 
And it contained something worthy, of her particular 
attention^ Amanda was alone, . and immediately ^ 
opened it G'rcat was her astonishment when a let- 
ter dropped from it into her lap. She sna^hed it 
up, and perceiving the direction in Lord Mortimer’s# 
hand. hesitated whelther she should open a letter 
! cj^njeyod in this manner^ but to return it unopen- 
ed, %as surely ^ slight Lord Mortimer merited not, 
and she broke the seal with a trembling hand and 
a palpitating heart. 


^^Unkino Amanda! to compel me to 
use stratagems in writing to ^ou, and destroy the 
delightful hopes which hod sprung in my soul, at 
the ^prospect *of being about to receive a reward for 
mff sufihriwgs ! Am I evevto be mv olved in doubts 
ayd perplexity on your account? am I ever to see 
diflSculty suf^eeded bj' difficultj^ anti hope by dis- 
s^poirttmenH^^ ^ 

^ You must be sensible of the anxiety I shall t)(d 
until your an^iguous expressions are fully explain-^ 
ed, diH^et jtou refuse this explanation ; button 

iavje 
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liaye no pity for my feelings. Would it-' nnt b^“ 
more generous in you to permit an Interview^ thair ■ 
to keep me in suspense? To the worst, itf* 

seme degree of ease ; besides, Pshonld then 
am opportunity of perhaps co'nrinciDg^ you, 
virtue, unlike vicf, has its bounds, and that we 
may sometimes carry our notions of honour and 
generosity too far, - and< sacridee* our real happiness 
t<K chimerical ideas of. them. Surely 1 shall not be 
too presumptuous in saying, that, if the *jregard 
Amanda once flattered me with is undimtuish^^ she 
W’iU, by rejecting an union with^me, leave me not 
•the only siifferor. ' 

Oh, do not, my dear and too scrupulous girl,^ 
think a momeut longer of i^ersevering in a re^lp^ 
tiomso prejudicial to your weifare. V our situatiob^ 

requires particular 4 )rotection — young, innocent^; 
and beautiful, ^alreijidy the obje ct of licentious pur* 
suits — your nearest relations your greatcT^t enemies — 
your brother, from his unsettled line of life, unable* 
to be near you! Oh/ my Amanda, from such a si- 
tuatron what evilismay accrue ! avoid. them, hy taking 
refuge in his arms who will be to you a tender frV?nd 
and faithful guardian,.:* before such evils, ttsiMpbii^a*- 
tions for keeping a promise to reject me fa5fe awaj^ 
particularly when .Hhef motives^^^^ch^JM to «uch > 

. prbiiiis’i^ aVe^Tfs^U^^ ' ^ 

Captain Fkzalan, hurf by the^ unfortunate. let^r 
ter received from iby father^, extended his resent* - 
meniPib! his son, and called upon re* 

•’ ' fleeting 
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0T1 the conK(‘quen<ces of such a measure, to^ 
g:i?e me up. This is the ouly reason I can conceive 

£ s desiring su^k a promise; and had.l bu-tarrived. 
he could ha vr listened to my arguments, I am' 
Convinced, instead of a^posing^ fio would hava 
sanctioned our union, and given \^h beloved girl to 
a man who, in every .instance, ti*oufd study to evince 
•U4f gratitudo for such a gift, and to snpply his loss.^ 
Flappiness, my dtar Amanda, is in long ar« 
rears with us sire. is now. ready to make up for past^ 
deficiencies/ if it is not oar own fault : lei us not 
frighten her from performing her good intentions, . 
but, hanc^iu*haivd, receive the lovely and loug-.absent • 
j;_uest to our bosoihs^g • 

\ You will not, cannot: must not be infiexu 
ble. I shall expect, as soon as you read this, a 
smnmons to St. CatheriHo's, t||pr&ceive the ratifica- 
tion of my hopes. In every thing respecting our. 
union, I will bc^guided by you, excej^t about de- 
lating it. What we have both stiflcrcd already from 
d>eceit, makes mo doCbly aimioas to secure \oii. 
mine, lest another vile scheme should be formed to. 
elTect our separation. 

‘‘ Oh v^manda, (he faiitfest 'prospect of calling 
yo|^ mine gives to my heart a felicity no language 
can exyress.* -^' j?^ g^se not being. \^iue, except yoa^. 
ferhig me.^addift^ of fortune; already ^ich . 

yiFtue, I shall, in obtainfng you,* obtnin alrcasure^'^ ^ 
•which thp wealthiest, 4he proudest^ and the.vainm*v 
•of the may envy m'e the possession «f, . \ 
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which the good, the^eeu^ible, flod the . 

Tiiust esteeffi the kindest gift Itidulgeiil; Iliaven coulch 
bestow OQ ine<' Banish all uneas^QuI^ts arul scru'w^ 
plea, my Amauda, from yone inind ; nor think 
promise, whic*^ was d^iHandod without redectir^^lj^ 
, the consequences that lous^ attend it, can l)c bitid.« 
ing. The ingenuotisilditd of your father would have 
cancelled iMn a momentf !iad those consequences*^ 
been represented to him; and now, when our own 
reason convinces us o£ them, I make no doubt^ if dc.« 
parted* souls arc permt tied io view the^ transactions^ 
of ^ this* world, his spirit ‘ wouldi bekotd ouv union- 
• with approbalioa. ^ Yes, m|y Amanda, J repcpf,:* 
your father’s approving spirit will smile upon an 
which gives to his lovely a^ndbeloved orphan a faith* 
ful.fxlend, and steady^ protector, ill her adoring ^ > 

Castle Caroenyi ^ 

^ IIM 

' This letter deeply tlTected tfie sensibility, but coulit^ 
not shake the resolution, of Amanda. She would not* 
have answered It, as she odnsidered any correspondence * 
aji infringement ourthe^ .promises she had^l^bb her 
father to decline any further intimacy with him ; 
ffom the warmth wddagUation di^layei^in letter, 

, jtVas evijenl^p her, . that, if he ^iSTnot receive^in.- 
^mediate. ans#er fo it, be wopld come to St Cathe«. 
/Ane’s, 'End insist seeing hetr ; and shofelt assured*^ 
jlhat she cotild.^^ck- be.ttei 

'' " upoik* 
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upon papier Ihafi in pcrso^i to him i she accordingly 
wrote as follow s » 

f ro LORD MORlIMLm 

lohDj 

You cannol; ohange my resolution; 
.suiely} >rheii 1 solemnly deciaic to you it is un^ 
pterable, you will spare me any further impoi« 
tunity on so painful u subject. In rain, my 

^Lord, would ^OU) by sophistry, cloaked with ton. 
dorness. for that purpose, trj to influence me. 
The argVMfients yoir ha^e made use of, I am con* 
‘yjiicod you never would have adopted, had you • 
]j[ot been mistaken in regard to those motives which 
^prompted father io ask a promise from me of 
decliurug any farthor connexion with you. It was 
not fiosi robcntmcnt, my Lord; no, his death was 
then fast approaching ; and he, in charity with ait 
mankind, forggve those who had wouiidtd him by 
unjust reproach and aocusationr it was a piopcr re^ 
spect for his own charact€»r, and not I'sc iitmeiit, 
which influenced his conduct, as l>e wa^ convinced, 
if 1 consented to an aU»ance with >ou, Lord Cher- 
bury would be confirmed iif.all tjie sus| 'c*ons ho m- 
ter^aiBid of his having entangled you with me, and 
oonseqtmntfy load his memory wltlv^ontempt. sTen*^ 
de^giesmlso actuated him : be At as Sc^STn^^ 

wjth the proud heait of Bord Cherbury, and knew^. 

*Cthat if, poor mid rec^ced as I was, I entered KlW " 
fismilyl be considered and treated \ 



mean intruder. So thor^{st^)Uy am I.t^onvin^pc^l (hat 
he did not erp in (biftddf a, Uiat, whenever reasoii* h 
pri'ilominant in my inin-d, 1 thijppTi, even if a 
mise did not exist for snch a' purpose, I shoufi^ 
decline yoiir^addresses ; for though I could splmnt 
with cheerfulness^ to' many inconveniences for yoifr 
sake, 1 never could support indignities. ,We must 
part, my Lord — Provi^etice has appointed different 
paths for us to pursue in life; yours, smooth and ' 
flowery, if by useless regret you do not frustrate 
the intentions of the benevolent donor; mib%. tough 
and thorny : but both, though so^ dilfereni^ will 
^ load to the same goal, where we shall ligain meet ta 
be no more separated, c ■ ,> " 

Let not 3 our Lordship deem me either unkind' 
orungrateful ; my heart disaVotfS the justice of 
such accusations, and is but too 8cnsibla> of yonr 
tenderness, and generosity. Yes, my ,,Loiiij^" I wll^ 
confess, that no pangs can be more pungent thatr 
those which now rend it, at being obliged to act 
against its feelings :<rbut.tho greater the sacrifice, the 
greater the merit of submitting to it; and a ray of 
s^df-dpprobation is, perhaps, the only sausbiue of 
the soul which w ill^brighjpu my future days. , 

Never, my Lord, Should ] enjoy tfiis, if 
pronyse to my ^^ther were violated : thc^e is but 
^If^nSifCXfivo which could sof*ft^kbide-A:4ha^s^ 
paving ,a fortune,, that Lord Cheibury migjit 
^Teem equivalent to 3 ^our o^h, to fb ring you; for 
f my father ha.s ofteu said, Ay? approve 
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this is aniengst the improbabilities 
ahii tvc must ^ndi^vour to reconcile 


our union t 
of *this life^ 

ourselves to the destiny which separates us". ' 


I'hope your Lordship will not a|ten}pt to see 
; you must be sensible that your visits 
would be highly injurious to me— even the holy and 
solitary asylum which 1 hav^^foand would not pro- 
1a?ct tne from the malice which has already been so 
busy with my peace and fame. Alas ! 1 now need 
tihe utmost vigilance — deprived, as I am, of those 
on whom 1 had claims of protection, it behoves me 
to 'exert the utg[iost circumspection in my conduct; 

• ho in w h-t^Q T expected to have found a guardian, 
Qt-.car, my dear unfiirtunate brother, is gone I 
hi4)w not whither, persecuted and iifllicted by the 
;P^rli(1ious rooubter Who has been such a source of 
trii^ry tojk ! Oh, my Lord, when I think what 
be, my heart sinks within 
me, (Jh, had Pbeen the only sufferer, 1 should 
not have f^lt so great a degree of agony as I now 
endure: but 1 will not despair wbout my dear Os- 
car — the Providence which has been so kind to his 
sister, which so unexpectedly raisf d her friends,' at 
the moment Uie deemed horseff deprived of all earthly 
comfort, may to him have been equally merciful. 

: I h^e trespassed a long time ilj^gn your |^d-j 

sMIAr anentjon'^ t>ut I wished to be explicit, 

the Necessity of any^fertber ^orrespiiwdenctfl 
• iS^ween, us* Ydu nowipkndw m;^ resolves; yoa^ 
also kno#^g^.f4d6ilJngs ; itv pity to t|^, spatf mii^, 

any' ^ 
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any further confliols. Maj the tranquil happinesi 
yon so tiuly 'soon be yours ! Dq not, *ii}y 

Loid, because disappointed in Jewish, lose y<mr 
sense of the many valuable blessings with which you 
are surrounded ; in fuibiling the claims Mhicb ytrar • 
fiienls, jour country haTe upon you, shew hiJw 
truly you merit those blessings, and banish all use« 
less ngrtts from joux heart. Adieu, mj Lord4-7 
sutler no uneasiness on iny account. If Heaven 
prolongs my life, 1 have no doubt but I shall find a 
little comrfoi table shelter fiom the world, where, 
conscious I have acted according to my principles 
right, 1 shall enjoy the serenity whiefh ever attends 
self.approbation — a serenity ^which in> changes 
chances in this life will, I trust, ever wrest from 

She dispatched this by an old mtiVwiio W&s 
plojcd in the garden at St. Catherine’s ; but her spu 
Tits were so mucll affected by writing it, she was 
obliged to go up, and lay on tlic bed. She consU 
dcred herself as having taken a finai udieu of Lord 
Mortimer, and the idea was too painful to be sup* 
ported wjth fortitude: tender and fervent asblsai;# 
tackmei)t was ijydir to her, sjie believed the burry 
9i»tT^rtlie world, in which h^iBfist bc^ngqged^ 
would soon eradicate it^*a transfer of his affectiqns 
to one eqpal to himself in^nk aftd fortune, was a* , 
probable event, and, of course, o|l|rUlj0d]pulsion of 
^ ’ • her 
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3ipr from hi 9 nlerftor)' ircf^td follow. A deadly cold* 
Boft stole upon her heart at the idea of being for/ " 
Mtten fay him, and produced a flood of tears. Site* 
tnen began to accuse herself of inconsistency-^he 
. had often thougfit, if Lord Mortimer was rebtored 
happiness, she should feel mo/e tianquil; and 
now, whpn’^ the means of effecting this restoration 
j>ccurrod, she trembled 'and lanientcd as if it would 
increase h'>r misery, I am scliiah,*’ said she to 
herself, in desirlug the prolongation of an alTec. 
tioii which must eyt r be hopokss ; 1 am weak in re« 
grettitig thci probability of its transfer, as 1 can ne» 
ver reward it.” 

da 

I ^ To conquer those feeling^ she found she must ba« 
iiisB Loid Moi timer from her thoughts; except she 
anccee'ded in 8ome^d<'gree m this^ she felt she Dcror 
. a^ould be ^ble to exert the fortitude her present situ- 
i^i)fa(^i^d9^i^jlgd^ ' ^]ie now saw a probability of her . 
Ikitotencc bciif]^ prolonged, and the bread of idleness 
or dependance could ncyer be sweet to Amanda FUz-. 
alaii. • 


She Itad lain near an hoar on the bed, and was 
about risiagf and returning to the parlour, when 
Sister Mary entered the chaihbcr,«and delivered her 
a letter, We Amanda looked at the superscription, 
hde-agit^d heart foretold her wh«s^ it came fsom. , 
Sfa^w amot tnfltta^en in her conjecture f but'as snV 
Jhel^ it in her hand, she helfttted wheAer she should * « 
it, or not, » said she jiersclf, it 
nan be nOMgreat ; he cannot, afts|ifirfaat I haae 
* dsclaredt 



‘declared, gtippose my resollitiofjs to lie 'ahakeii. life 
'mrites to assure medf his perfect acqutcsceBce in ft.*** 
Sister Mary left her at the ingtaat her del4beratio|vi 
ended, by owning her letter. 


*^. 7*0 MISS FITZJI^^N, 

Inexoi^arle Amanda!— hut I 
spare both you and mysdlf the pain of farthorimpoiv 
tiinify. All I now request is, that for three months 
longer, at least, you anil continue at St. Catherine’s, 
or that, if you find a much longer residence there 
. unpleasaitt, you udll, on quitting it, leave directions 
where to be found : ere half the abSv^mentioned 
ycriocl be elapsed, I trust I shalfbe able satisfactr- ^ 
rily to account for such a request. 1 am quitting 
Castle Ca^rberry imnicdtately ; I shall jeavc it with a 
degree of tranquillity that would perhaps sui prii<& 
you,, after what haij^^so lately passed, if % this .ot^ 
instance you will oblige your ^ * 

Rver faithful 

MORTIMER.’* 


Xhili^kconic kttcT astonished AmaAbda* By ita 
it was. evidei^t Lotd Mortimer had recot^ud hii 
.c^vfulness — ^recorercKl it, not.feomhdcl^er^iuhtioif 
^ ||if gking her but froni a. hope of t^^ir again 
as they.cpuld both wis}]i^'^t. aud^t^n 
port rushed |r|)oa heil ha^t at ,a»ch an idea; Jbut 
fquickiy died away when s^e jref^i k’d it was ate^ 
the possiUUity of thing^ll^ briTig about-air 

pleasing 
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pletsing iiitenri^w betneea tlicin. She know Loid 
Mortimof bad a Ba^gnine tempoi^; ami though it 
might mi*toad him, iho resolved it should uOt mlsUad 
her* Sho could not form tiie most distaB| iurmiso of 
be had tiot^ in agitation ; but whatever it ^<is, 
«vahe*firinly bdir^od it would end in dl»ippoiutmeut. 
To refuse every request of hls^was painful, but pro- 
priety demanded she should not accede to the last ; 
toi one step, she'nisely coD<^idered, fiom tlieline of 
prudence sho had marked out for herself to take, 
might plunge her in diihcultios from which she would 
find it impossible to extricate herself. With an un- 
steady hand she returned the following answer 

• TO LOnn MOBTlMLn, 


^ HV tOKI), 

^ I CANNOT comply With youp request. 

Youma^i, if jnu please, ic^eat, ifUmorable Amanda. 
1 had rather ineqr the imputaiion of o'bltiAacy than 
impnidonce ; aud think it much better to meet your 
accusation, than dcsoive my own. Uow long J 
may reside at St, Catherine’s, is to myself un- 
known ; when I quit it, 1 certainly will not pro* 
mlse to leave any directions where you may find me. 
The obsifieles which have renderedf our separa- 
ikeeesse«*y, are, I am convinced, beyond yoi^f 
flower to conquer; eacept they were re* 
k'u^ved, any fiarthor interview^ betweefishs wotdd be 
(4[pi^>h, and imprud^ot in the extreme. 1 rejoice to 
y«M|, are leavii^ ^he Castle ; 1 also rejoice^ but 
* TOJL. iij. * ^ E am 
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Rm not surprised, to hear pf your tranquillity. 
From your good sense, I expected you would make 
exertions against useless regrets, and those exertions 
I knew wou)d be attended with success; but as 
some return for the sincere pleasure T fe^el for your 
restoration to tranquillity, seek not to disturb agafn 
that of 


St. Catherine's^ 
May 


'^^AMANDA FITZALAN.*- 


Scarcely had she sealed this letter, when she was 
called to dinner ; but though she obeyed the sum- 
mons, she could not eat — the exertion her writing 
to Lord Mortimer required, ,and the agitation his 
letter had thrown her into, quite exhausted *her 
strength and spirits. The nuns withdrew sodh after 
dinner, and left her alone with the Prioress, la a 
few minutes after Aheir departure, the old gardener 
returned from Castle Carberry, where he had been 
dcliyering her letter. After informing her he had 
put it safely into^is Lordship^s hands, he added, 
with a look which seemed to indicate a fear lest she 
should be distsessed, that ho had received neither 
letter nor message from him, though he waited a 
^long time in expectation of receiving efther one or 
.the^ether; but he supposed, he smd, hisr.Lordship 
^was in too great a hurry just then to gm any^an. 
ewer, as a chaise and fohr was waiting to carry him 
to Dublin. r ^ 

Amanda burst into tears as the^man retired from 
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the Toom. She saw she bad written to Lord Mor. 
timer for . the la«t time, and she could not suppress 
this tribute of regret She was firmly convinced, 
indeed, she should behold him no more.* The idea 
of visiting her, she was sure, nay, she hoped, he 
would relinquish, when he found, vthich she sup. 

, posed would soon be the rase, the schemes or 
hopes which now buoyed up his spirits impossible 
to be realized. 

The Prioress sympathized in her sorrow ; though 
not from her own experience, yet from the expe- 
rience of others, slw knew how dangerous andiie- 

a, \ n* . -r — * 

witching a CT^^tur^ paan is. and how difficult it is 
to^ remove the chains which he twines around the fe- 
male heart : to remove those which lay so heavy 
upon the delicate and susceptible heart of her young 
without leaving a corrosive wound, was her 
sincere wish, and by strengthening her resolution, 
she hoped success would crown their endeavours. 

Two hours were elapsed since her messenger’s re- 
turn from the Castle, when Sister Mary entered the 
room with a large packet, which she put into 
Amanda’s hands, saying it ^jas given her by Lord 
Mortimer’s servant, who rode off *the moment he 
delivered it. ' 

Sister h'Vry made no scruple of saying, she shoald * 
like lo know what such a weighty packet contained. 

The Prioress chid her in a laughing manner for* 

^ htT curio&ity, and drew her into the garden, to give , 
Amanda an oppottunity of examining the contents... 

£.2 She* 
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She was surprised, on 'breaking the sea?, to per-* 
eeiTe a very handsome pocket-book in a blank (fo« 
Ter, and found, unsealed, a letter to this effect 

TO MJSS FJTZALAS*- 

Lhate put it out of your power to 
return this, by depar^pg long ere you receive it. 
Surely, if you have the laudable pride you profess,, 
you will not hesitate to use the contents of the 
pocket-book, as the only means of avoiding a 
weight of obligations from strangers; though dis. 
carded as a lover, surely 1 may be cstceined as a 
frien(r,‘'*and*Vith sul6iilS tide I will be Contented till- 
I can lay claim to a tedider^ oner ^ou start *aF 
this last expression, and 1 have no doubt you will 
call me a romantic visionary, for eiitertaiuing hopes 
which you have so positively assured me can iieter 
be realized p but ere 1 resign them, 1 must have 
something more powerful than this assurance, nry 
sweet Amanda, to convince me of their fallady. I 
was inexpressibly shocked this moruing learn by 
your letter that your brother had' met with misfor. 
^ues. My blood boils with indignation against the 
mnster who has, < to dse your einphatical expros. 
slon,*^ea such a source of misery to you both/' I 
c shall make my particular care to try and^discover 
/.the place to whkh Mr. Fitzalan is gone, anam wj^at 
f situation: by means of the agents, or some of the * 
olHcers belonging to the regiment, 1 flatter myself^, 
^ with being able to gain some intelligence of him, I 
t " netd 
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seed not add, that, to the utmost extent of my 
power, I will serve him. My success in this aiTair, 
as well as in that which concerns a much dearer be* 
ing, you may be convinced you shall soon hear. 
Adieu, my Amanda ! I cannot say, like Hamlet, 
^ Go, get you to a nunnery but I. cdn say, ‘ Stay 
there*, I charge you.’ Seriously I could wish, ex- 
cept you find your present situation very unpleasant 
and inconvenient, not to change it for a short time. 
I think, for a temporary abode, you could not find 
ti more eligible one ; and aal shall be all impatience, 
when I return to Ireland, to tee you, a search after 
you would be truly "insupportable. You have al« 
ecady refiisc^l to inform ire of your determination 
relative to this matter; surely I may venture to 
request it may be as I- wish, when I assure you ’tliat, 
except 1 can see you in a manner pleasing to both, I 
never will force into your presence him, who, let 
things turn out as they may, must ever continue 
Your faithful 

MORTIMER.’’ 

Gracious Heaven!” said Amanda to herself, 
*• what can he mean ? wbai scheme can he have in 
agitation, which will retnoref' the obstacles tu our 
union ? Here* he seems to speak of a certainty of 
sui^ess. Oh grant, Merciful Power,” she conti- 
nued, raising her meek eye» to Heaven, while a rosy 
Jblufih stole upon her cheeks, grant that indeed ha 
way be successful! 11c talks of returning to Ire- 
s 3 land 

a 
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land still,” proceeded she, reading over the telter, 
of requiring something more powerful thast my 
assuiaiice to con\incehim of the fallacy of his hopes ; 
surely Lozd Mortimer would not be so cruel as to 
raise expectations in my bosom, without those in 
hisown weiQ, well founded. No, dear Mortimer, 1 
will not call you a romantic visionary, but tbo most 
amiable, the most geVierous of men, who for poor 
Amanda encounters difficulties^ and ^sacrifices er cry 
splendid expectation.” She rejoiced at th^ inten* 
tion he had declared of seeking out Oscar* She 
looked forward ekh^r to a speedy intcrTiew,K or 
speedy intelligence of thla beloved brother, as she 
knew Lord Mortimer yould seek him with the p^**- 
levering spirit of benevolence, and leave no means 
untried to lestore him to her,; 

She DOW examined Ike contents of the pocket, 
book. It contained a number of small bills, to the 
amount of two hundred pounds — a large present; 
but one so delicately presented, 'chat even her ideas 
of propriety cou]4 scarce raise a scruple agannst her 
accepting it; they did, however, suggest oue — 
uncertain how matters would yet terminate between 
her and Lord Mortimer, she was unwilli^^ to re. 
ceKc pecuniary obligations from him : but when she 
reflected on his noble and feeling hcart,^she knew 
she should severely wound it by rcturniilg his^re. 
sent; she therefore reset ved on keeping it, making 
ijt a kind of compromise with hep feelings about the 
by determining that^ except entitled to re. 
^ ' ceive 
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Cfijfc them, she would never more accept of favours 
of this nature from his Lordship. 

The present one indeed^was a most seasonable re- ' 
lief, and removed from her heart a load of anxiety 
which had weighed on it. After paying her father’s 
funeral expeOces, the people with whom he lodged. 
altd%ie apothecary who had attended him, she had 
^ found herself mistress of about twenty guineas in 
the whole world : and more than half of this she 
considered 'as^lrmy dhe to the benevolent Sisters- 
of St. Catlicrine's, w4u> were ill able to afford any 
additional expened; ' 

She had r^isolved to force them to accept'what in- 
t deed she deemed a poor return for their kindness to 
her; and she then intended to retire to some obscure 
hover in the neighbourhood, as better suited to the 
state of her finances, continue thei'e till her 
health was sufficiently restored to enable her to make 
exertions for her livelihood ; but she shuddered at 
the idea of leaving St. Catherine’s, and residing 
amongst a set of boors ; she felt sensations some- 
thing similar to those we may suppose a person 
would feel who was about being committed to u 
tempestuous ocean, without any means of security. 

Lord Mortimer had prevented the necessity which 
had pr jmpted her to think qf a removal, arrK she 
res'^lved to reside, at least for the time she had 
mentioned, in the Convent, during which she sup •. 

» posed her uncertainties relative to him would be 
ever; and that if it was nether fate to his, cho 
£ 4 should, 
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should, by 4tlie perfect re-estabUshment of her 
health, be enabled to use her abilities in thciracner 
her situation required. Tears of heartfelt gratitude 
and sensibility ilowed down her cheeks, for him who 
had lightened her mind of the care ^hich had so op- 
pressed it. 

She at length recollected the Prioress had* laired 
into the garden from ‘complaisance to her, and yet 
conti ued in it, waiting, no doubt^'to be summoned 
hack by her. She hastily wiped^way ner tears, and 
folding up the precious lettiN*, which was bedewed 
with them, re|itlire|^ the garden, resolving not to 
communicate its contents, as the divulgement of ex. 
pectatioris, considering how liable all human on^s 
arc to be disappaiiited, she e?er considered a piece 
of folly. 

She found the Prioress and Sister Mary seated un. 
der a broken and ivy .covered arch. Jesu ! my 
dear,’’ said the latter, I thought you would never 
come to us. Our good mother liSs been keeping me 
here, in spite of ^y teeth, though 1 told her the 
sweet cakes I made fpr tea would be burned by this 
time, and that, supposing you were reading w letter 
from Lord Mortimer, there could be no harmin my 
seeicj^ you.” 

Amanda relieved the impatient Mary and she 
took "her scat. The Prioress cast her piercing qyes 
upon her. She perceivedishe had been weeping, and 
that joy, rather than sorrow, caused her tears. She^ 
uas too delicate to inquire into its, source^ bulAhe 

took. 
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'took Amanda’s hand, and gave it a pressure, which 
seemed fo^ say, I see, my d«'ar ch Id, you have 
mot with something 'V^hich pleases you, and my heart 
symnathi/.es as :^inoch' in yOur happiuess as in your 
grief.*' ^ 

Amanda retiirned the afloclionatc pressure with 
one equally jtender, and a starting fear. They were 
*soon called by Sister Mary 1o par fake of hev hot 
cakes, which she'^hadmade indeed in hopes of tempU 
ing Amanda tSe^t, af^er her bad diiuier. 

The whole oommiinlty w^ere assembled at tea, 
when the Doctor entered t|i|^^>af9our. Amanda 
blushed and looked grave at his first entrance; bat 
soon raided her out of her gravity; and when the 
Priotess and the nuns, according to custom, iiad 
withdrawn to vesper^ he said, with a signilicant 
smile, he feared she had' not attended so much sas 
he wished ahe should to "the eontents of the book lie 
had last brought her;’* She saw by bis manner he 
was acquainted wifli her situation relauve to d./0.rd 
'Mortimer, and therefore replied ^ saying,* that 
, perhaps, if he the motives which infiuenced 

her conduct, he w^uld not Aink her wrong hi di&« 
-regardii^ what Ik; had just. mentioned.'^ She . also 
said, sbee detested all khids.of stratagem, 4»acul 
was really displeased With • him .for , practisi^ 
one^-iipou her.** — fii a good cause,” he *!^afid,* 
he should never hesitate msing one. Lord Moc- 
tijmer was the finest .young Cello w he had s^ver’ 
s^en, amf had won his favour and. tit e. best wJsbos^of , 
• ' ^.5 ..hie 
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his heart, from the fixst moment that he heheld him* 
He made me contrivie,” continued the Doctor, “ a 
story, to gain admissiioa^o your Ladyship; and when 
1 found him so dreadfully anxious about you^ 1 
gare you credit, as L had then no opportunity of 
judging for myself, fdr all the rirtues and graces he 
ascribed to you, am] ‘ which 1 hare since pcrccired 
you to possess. smile, and look* as if you*' 

would call me a flatterer : seriously 1 assure you' 1 
am^not one. I really, think you worthy of Lord 
Mortimer, and 1 assure you that is at great a com- 
pliment as could be paid any woman, llis mind 
-jras troubled with grief. He roTealed his troubles'll 
and perplexities to me^ and after hearing them, no 
good Christian ever prayed ^ore devoutly for« ano- 
ther, than I prayedwfor your, recovery, that all your 
sorrows, like a novel, might terminate in marriage.” 
— You are objigipg.inyour wishes,” said Amanda, 
smiling. — Faith, Lam sincere in them,” exclaimed 
he, and do not know when Idiavebeen so djscon-., 
certed as at thingg not turning out smoothly between 
you and his Lordship; but IwU^ not despair : in all 
my own troubles, and^ Heaven has given me my 
share, I ever lookech^ to the bright side of things, 
ufld shall always do so for my friends. 4, 1 yet.expect 
iQ see you settled at Castle Carberry, and to be ap. 
pbinted myself physiciao^general to your Lady ship V 
household.” u ' 

The mention of an event yetSQ uncertain, greatly 
agitated, Amanda- She flushed and turned pale af- . 

teniately^ 
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fernaioly, and convinced her good-natured, but lo« 
qujicioas friend, he had touched a chord which could* 
not bear vibration. He hastily changed the dis- 
course ; and as soon as he saw her composed, rose 
to take his IcaVe. Amanda detained him for a mi- 
nute, to try and prevail on him to take a ten-guinea 
note: but he was inflexible, and said, with some 
archness, till the disorder %hich preyed upon Lord 
^Mortimer’s hcaft was hi some degree alleviated, he 
would receive no recompence for his visits,”" which 
he assured j^manda, from- time to time, he would 
continue to pay her; adding, a certain person had 
enjoined him now and then to take- a peep within the 
holy walls' of St. Catherine’s.” ^ 

The next morning Xmanda set about a temporary- 
arrangement of her ajffairs- She presented thirty 
guineas to the Sisterhood, which, with much difii- ■ 
culty, she forced them to accept, tliongh in reality it 
was much required by them: but when she came to 
speak of paying f^r a continuance, they positively 
declared they would agree to ng such thing,, as she ' 
had already so liberally rewarded them for any ex- 
pence they had incurred on her account. She told ‘ 
them, that if they would not agree to be paid for ‘ 
TodgHig and board, she would certainly leave«6hem, 
though s^ch a step w^as contrary to her inclinatiqps^ 
She asBiyxid them also she was at present weTl^bU 

tOrpay. • 

At last it was settled she' should give them at tVe 
r«te of fi»rty pounds a-year — a salary they thought 
• E 6 extreme!']^ 
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extremely ample, considering the plain manner m 
'Which they lived. She ^hen had all the things which 
belonged to her father and herself brought to the 
Convent^ and hid the former, with whatever she 
did not immediately want, nailed up in a large chest, 
thai on a short notice they might Oe removed. IJer 
harp and guitar she had, in her distress, proposi d 
sending back to the person in Dublin from whom**' 
they were purchased, to sell for her ; but she noi^ 
determined to keep those presents of her beloved 
father, except again urged by necessity to part with 
them. She had a variety of materials for painting 
and working, and proposed employing herself in 
executing pieces in each way, not only *as a means 
of amusing her time, but aii a resource again&t an 
evil day — thus wisely making use of the present 
sunshine, lest another storm should arise, which she 
'Should not be so well able to struggle against. 




f 


CHAP. V. 

«> 


< i' — • I n struggling with misfca’itlines 
lies the prot-f ol virtue. ‘SlAKEspEAiir. 

The turbulence of grie|,'^|^ the agitation of^ sus. 
/pense, gradually lessei^^JIr^the^mind of Amanda, 
and were succeeded jH)ft and pleaslcfg melan^ 
* • 'Xholy,. 
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tfholy^ which sprang from the consciousness of haT- 
iyg alweys, to ihe best of her ahi'itics, pt rfoime^i 
the dutiCb imposed upon her, and supported her ^ 
misfortunes with placid resignation. She loved to 
think on her father; for amidst her sighs for his 
loss, was mingled the d<*ligh<ful idea of having ever 
been a, source of- comfort to him f 'Biid she believed, 
if departed spirits weie allied to review tins world, 
his would look down upon In r with delight and ap. 
probation, at beholding her undeviating in the path he 
had marked out for her to take. The calm derived 
from such meditations, she consideiv'd as a rreonu 
pence for many sorrows ; it was such imlced as no- 
thing eafrthly gives, or can destroy, and what the 
good muist ever experience, though amidst the 
wreck of matb r, and the crush of worlds.” 

She tried to prevent her thoughts from wandering 
to Jjord MortlimT, as the surest means of refaining 
her composure, which fled whenever she rellected mi 
the doubtful baknee in which her fate yet hung con- 
cerning him. ^ 

The solitude of St. Catherine's was well adapti^ 
to her present situaHon and frame of mind. She 
was neither (eazed wifh knperdiient or unmeaning 
ceremon§^, but perfect mistn ss of her own tfsae and 
- actions^ read, worked, and walked, as most agree- 
able tq herself. She did not extend her walkff hey mul 
‘ tJie Convent, as the scenes around it w ould awaken 
remembrances ^e-bad not siifhcient fortitude to bi'ar; 
^ifout tffe space it covered was ample enough to alTpud 
• her • 
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lif?r many different and extniisifc rambles ; and of a 
.still evening, when nothing but the lowing of Uic’ 
catllt*, or the. buzzing of the summer Hies, was to 
be heard, she loved to wander through the solemn 
and romantic ruins, sometimes accompanied by a . 
nun, but much oflcner alone. 

A fortnight elapsed in this manner since Lord 
Mortimer’s departure, tthen one morning a carriage 
was hoard driving across the common, and stopping 
at the outer gate of St. Catherine's. Amanda, who 
was sitting at work in the parlour with the Prioress, - 
started, in an universal trepidation, at the sound — 
it may be easily imagined the idea of Lord Mortimer 
was uppermost in her thoughts. The dotfj^opened 
in a few minutes, and, to her great astonishment, 
Mrs. Kilcorban and her two daughters made their 
appearance. 

Agination and^ surprise prevented Amanda from 
speaking ; she curtsied, and motioned them to be 
seated. The young ladies saluted her with an icy 
civility, and the mother treated' her w*ith a rude fa- 
miliarity, which she thought herself authorized- in- 
using to one so reduced in circumstances as Amanda. 

Rear me!” cried she^ ^^ you can’t think, child, 
,llow«fc!!ocked we fiave all been to hear of your mis** 
fortunes. * We only returned to the country yester- 
‘^dHy,cf5(^ we have been in town the w-hole y^inter; 
BTid, ta- be sure, a most ijelightful winter we havO' 
had of it— such balls, such routs, ^iich racketings ! 
'fipt, as I' was going to saj, as soon as vfe came 

« home^. 
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honu', I began, according to my old custom, to 
inquire lifter all my neighbours, and, to- be sure, 
the Tcry first thing I heard of was the poor Cap- 
tain’s death. Don’t cry, my dear; we must all go 
one time or another : those are things of course, as 
the Doctor says in his sermon. So when I heard of 
your father’s death, and your distress, I began to 
east about in my brains some plan for helping you 
and at last I hit upon one, which, snys 1 to the 
girls, will delight the poor soul, as it Trill giro her 
an opportunity of earning decent bread for herself. 
You must know', my dear, the tutoress wc brought 
to town would not come back with us; a dirty 
trollop by the bye, and I think her place ‘would be 
quitilfcfii thing fof you.* You will have the four 
young girls to learn French and work to ; and L 
shall expect you, as you hare a good taste, to assist 
the eldest Miss Kilcurbans in making up their things^ 
and dressing. I give twenty guineas a.year. When* 
we have no company, the tutoress always sits at the 
table; and gets, besides this, the best oi' treatment 
in every respect. ”~A blush of indignation had gra- 
dually conquered Amanda’s paleness during Mrs. 
Rilcorban’s long and elo^eni speech. Your in. 
tqntion^^may be friendly ,.Madafn^” cried*s]^e^ but 
X must decline your proposal.”— ‘‘ Bfess' me! and' 
why must you decline itf Perhaps you think your- 
self not' qualified to-* i^sttuct ; indeed^ thia may be 
the case, for people often get credit for accomplish- 
ments they do not ^fassess. Woll, if this is so, I 
• * auib 
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am sfTll content to take you, as you were always « 
.decent boliavrj yourg body. Indeed you cannot 
expect I should grroyou twenty guineas a-year — no, 
HO, I must make some abatement in the salary, if I 
am forced to gi t masters to help you in learning the 
girls.’^ — Miss Fitzalan, Mailam,” exclaimed the 
Prioress, who had hitherto continued silent, ne- 
ver got credit Tor accomplishments width she did not 
possess : her modesty has rather obscured than bla- 
zoned forth her perfections : she does not, there- 
fore, Madam, decline your olFer from a conscious- 
ness of inability fo undertake the office of an in- 
structor, but from a conviction she could not sup- 
port impertinence and folly. Should her ^kuation , 
ever require her to exert her talents for sutSBtcn^.c, 

' J trust she will never experience the mortification of 
-associating with those who are insensible of hep 
worth, or unwilling to pay her the respect she me- 
rits.” — Hoity toity!” cried Mrs. Kilcorban ; 

what assurance ! 'Why, 'Madam*, many a better 
man’s child would bej glad to jump . at such an offer.’* 
— ^^Dcar Madam,” said Miss Kilcorban, ‘‘per- 
haps the you^g lady has a better settlement in view. 
We Lord Mortimer has been lately at Castle 

€!arb6iH^,-ftiid we all know his Lordship hta friend 
Captain vFilzalan’s daughter.” — “‘Or, pc^rhaps,’^ 
^I’iedMiss Alicia, in a giggling tone, she means 

|ibc a nun.”— •“ Indeed, I suppose she means to be 
^iloihing good,” rejoined Mrs. Kilcorban; “ and I 
• suppose it was by some impertinence or other she 
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had a tiff with Lady Grcystock. Lord !” looking 
round the roorti, only see her mnsic-books — her 
harp — her guitar, as if she had nothing to do but 
sing and thrum away the whole day I Well, Miss/* 
rising from her chair, you may yet he sorry your 
friend said so much about ^you. •! did not come 
merely to offer to take yoi^ into my house, but to 
•offer you also a good sum for your harp and guifar, 
supposing you had no business with such things 
now-a.days; but I dare say you would have re- 
fused this offer.” — I certainly should, Madam,” 
said Amanda; it must be strong necessity which 
compels to p|rt with my beloved father’s pre- 
'seiUs.”-#^‘ Well, weU> chikl, 1 wish this pride of 
thine may not yet be humbhd.” So saying she 
flounced out of the room, followed by her daugli. 
ters, who, under an affectation of contempt, evi- 
dently shewed they were chagrined by the reception 
they had met, ‘ ^ 

The Prioress indulged herself in a long fit of 
laughter at the passion into wldch she luad thrown 
Mrs. Kilcorban; and Amanda, who considered the 
lady and her daughters as the most insigniGcaut of 
beings, soon recovered from the discomposure their 
visit'had occasioned. . * 

In the^ourse of* the evening a letter was deljvcjp^i* 
tojier the servant, who said the messenger who 
brought it waited for an ^answer. Amanda, in an 
.universal trepidation, bjoke the seal ; but, instead 
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of Lord Mortitner^fl, at she expected^- a to 

her entirely new, struck her Tiew. 

TO 3f JSS FITZ^IAN* 

DEAR creature, . 

I Till NR I never was so diverted in 
my life, as at the account my mother and sister^^ 
* gave of the reception they met with from you tc- 
day at St. Catherine’s. 1 vow to God it was excel- 
lent ; nor can 1 help still wondering at their ab- 
surdity, in thinking such a derilish fine girl as you 
are would sacrifice your time in instructing a parcel, 
of chits, when it can be devot^ to so (nuch better 
a purpose. To be brh»f, m 5 '‘ (fear girl, It will take 
you immcjdiately under my protection, if not your 
own fauU, bring you to Dublin, settle you in ele- 
gant lodgings, with a handsome allowance, and not 
only make you, but declare you to be the Grand 
Sultana, of my affections — a situation which, I can 
assure you, you will not be a little envied enjoy- 
ing. In your au^er to this, I shall expect to hear 
when I may have the felicity of bringing you from 
obscurity, to the hrillaant scene you were formed to 
ornament- Adieu, my dear ! 

• Believe me your devoted 

B. KILC^ORBAN.” 

— r 

The indignation whicli filled Amanda’s breast, at 
reading this scroll, caiuiottbe exi}ressed,. {ler blooJL 

^ seemed. 
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Sf^eimed to boil in her veins. It was some time ere 
she could sufficiently compose herself to acquaint 
the Prioress with the cause of her agitation; it wa& 
then agreed that the letter should be returned, with 
the following lines written on it: — 

- • 

T^e author of this effusion of igno*- 
^ ranee and impertinence has already inspired all the 
contempt he merits. Should he repeat his iasolence, 
something even more mortifying than contempt, 
chastisement, mast ensue.” 

That a repetition of this kind would be tfie case, 
she did *not believe. Frpm Kilcorban she had no> 
reksoD to suspect either the perseverance or designs 
of Uelgrave: one was a libertine from principle, the 
other, she believed, from fashion; and that to pique 
his pride would be a method of getting rid^ of 
him. 

But the calm^she had for some time experienced 
was destined to be interrupted* The next morning 
brought Father O’Gallaghan, thoUttlo fat priest, of 
whom we have made .mention before in our pages, 
to the Conveut. He was^ot the officiating priest, 
but, notl^tthstaiiding this, paid many visitt io the 
Sisterhood, with whom he was a great favoijUfg. 

had, been much concerned about Amanda^s iff*^ 
ness. She was sitting alt>ne in the parlour, draw* 

. ing, when he entered it.. Ue seated himself by heiv 
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and the expression of hts countenance Bcemed to de* 
‘^claro his heart svas brimful of something plcaaant. 

You won’t be offended now^ my dear sowl,’’ 
•said hcj smirking up in her face, with a body, foi? 
asking you how you would like to leaTO this dismal 
solitude, and have a comfortable home of /our own, 
whore yon might see your friends, .and have, 
^every thing warm and cosy about you ?” — Why,’! 
said Amanda, though I do not consider this a dts- 
ir.kii solitude, yet, to be sure, I should have no ob. 
jection to a pleasant settled habitation.^’— Aye, I 
always thought you a sensible young body. Well, ^ 
and iVhat would yon say to the person then who 
could point out such a habituation — aye, you little 
rogue, w ho could say he had just such a one in his 
eye for you ?” 

Amanda st^ared at him witJi astonislnnent. She 
had at fnst beTleved him jesting, but now found him 
serious. 

‘‘ Aye, faith, my dl^or creature,” cried he, con- 
tiuuing his disco it s^e, with a look of the most per- 
fect satisfaction, I have an offer to make you, 
which, I believe, would make many girls jump out 
of their skins with joy^to hear. You remember the 
Cj’li^kniiughans, I am sure, where you took tea last 
. Well, the eldest of the sons, ai honest a 
'•\ad*as over broke bread, cast a sheep^s eye upon 
you then; but what witlf your going from the coun- 
try, and some other matters, be thought there jaras^ 

\ na 
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tio use then in rc-vealing his (lame; but now, Mr hen 
you* are come* plump in his way again, faith, he 
plucked up his courage, and told his father all about 
it. Old O'Flannaghan is a good-natured sow!, and 
is very willing the match should lake place. They 
have every thing snug about them.* The r4,d man 
^w'ill give every thing into you^spouse’s hands.^ The 
ypungest son will liV'C’ ni the housti till he gets mar- 
ried, and goes off to a farm of his own ; the eldest 
daughter is married; the second will live wUh her, 
and the youngest will be a little handy assistant to 
j'ou ; so you see you will not be torpicnted with a 
large family. Th<‘re is one little matter which, to 
Ivn sure, they are a littlle uneasy about, and that is, 
your^being of different persuasions ; but says 1 to 
them, when this was started, ^ Faith sa}s L * you 
need not give yourself any trouble about it, for 1 
know the young woman to be a discreet sowl ; 1 am 
sun* she will make no hesitation about going to cha- 
pel instead of cluir^, when sne knows too it is for 
her own inicrest.* So, my dear sBwI, I hope ffoon 
to give you tlie nuptial benediction, and to be also 
your spiritual director.’^ 

Amanda listened to this speech in silent 
amazement. She now rose, and would have*quittod 
the room w About speaking, to f'viT\ce her coniei^pt^^ 
had lot an*idea darted into her mind, that such con. 
Huct, perhaps, might not be construed by the igno- . 

priest in the manner s|;e wished ; she therefore 
fitopp^d, and turnftig to him, said, he could not 
* wonder • 
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wonder at her being offended at his pretending to 
answer so freely for her in matters «o important as 
religion ; but to proTe how presumptuous he was in 
every thing he said about her, she must assure him 
his embassy to her was equally fruitless and dis- 
agreeable ; and that if Mr. O^Flanuaghan consulted 
his own happiness, he fvould seek to unite Mmself 
with a woman brought up in his own sphere of life.^* » 

So saying she qmited the room with a look of 
dignity which quite confounded the poor priest^ 
who snatched up his hat in a great hurry, and wad- 
dled aw^ay to tiie farm, to communicate the ill suc- 
cess of his visit, which had quite critshe/1 his ex- 
pectations of wedding [fresentc and pudding feasts, ^ 
which he had contemplated in idea with delight. 

It was some time ere Amanda recovered from the 
discomposure into^ which the impertinence of the 
Kilcorbans and the priesll had thrown her. From 
what she suffered in ^nsequenc^ of it, she was 
forcibly convinced how ill qualified she was to strug- 
gle with a world where she would be continually 
liable to such ithocks. She had yet a hope of escap- 
ing them — a hope of being guarded by the tutelary 
jcare of Jjord Mdrtimer, and of being^jj^mj of the 
. happiest of her sex. 


CHAP. 
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Lo ! lam liere to answer to yoA* vc ^ 

* And be the meeting ibrtunate ! i coi.iS 

With joyful lidingi : we shall part no more. Ak Exsinn. 

But a shock more seTcre than those she had lately* 

( xperieiiced, was yet instore for our hapless heroine. 

About a fortnight after the Tisit of the Kilcor. 
bans and th*e priest, as she Wg^s rambling one e?en- 
ing, ^c^rdiog to custom, amongst the solitary 
ruins of St. Catherine’s, indulging the pensire 
meditations of her soul, the figure of a man sud« 
denly darted from under a broken arch, and dis. 
covered to her view the features of the hated Bel- 
grave ! Amanda g^fje a faint and, in unutter- 
able dismay, tottered back a fe\'» paces against a 
wall. Cruel Amanda!” exclaimed Belgrave, while 
liis look seemed to imply he would take advantage 
of her situation- • , . 

His 1'Ook,%is Toiee operated, like a charmt to 
rouse her fi^om the kind of stupefaction into whichn^^ 
she fallen at first sight of him ; and as he a*t. 
^mpted to lay hold of hei^ she sprang past him, 
ai^d, with a swiftnefl^s which mocked his speed, fiew 
through, the intricaHe.wiodings of the place,, till she * 
* reached , 
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reached the ConTent. Her ])ale and distracted look^ 
as she rushed into the Prioress’s apartment, tcrii- 
ficd the good old lady, who hastily interrogated her 
as to the cause of her disorder; ^nt Amanda was 
ui^^le to speak. The appearance of Belgrave she 
thought an omep of every ill to her. Her blood 
ran cold through her veins at his sight, and terror 
totally sabdued her powers. The Prioress sum. 
inoned Sister Mary to her relief; drops and water 
were administered ; and the overloaded heart of the 
trembling Amanda was relieved by tears. The Pri- 
oress again asked the cause of her agitation; but 
perceiving Amanda did not like to speak before 
Sister Mary, immediately pretended to think it 
proceeded from fatigue; and Mary, who sim- 
plicity itself, readily credited the idea. T^ Pri- 
oress soon sent her upon some pretext from the 
room, and then. In the gentlest terms, .begged to 
know what had so cruelly dlarmed her young friend. 
Amanda had already '^oofided t(> the Prioress the 
events of her life, that tlie good lady^ on hear, 
ing Belgrave now mentioned, no longer wondered 
attbeWgltation of Amanda; yet as her fears, she saiw, 
were too- powerfhj for ier reason, she endeavoured 
to coiiviace her they were unnecessary. ' She cklled 
ji i W^ her remembrance the singular protectiiin she had 
^ already ' experienced fr^m Heaven^ and the pTo(fc- 
^ tion w'hich, while she whs inniN^ot, she would stilt 
^ have a right to^ejt^ct. ^She alto mentioned thsf 
^ security of her prcf^nt situation, ^encompassed hj 

- . * friends 
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friends whose integrity could not be warped^ and 
vrhpse utmost zeal would be. manifested in defeating . 
auy stratagems which might be laid against hen 
Amanda grew composed as she listened to the Pri^ 
oress ; she was cheered by the Toice of pity and 
frifiindship, and. her heart again felt firm and ele- 
vated ; she acknowledged, that, after the singular| 
nay, almost miraculous ifitcrpositions of Provu 
Svnce she had experienced in her favour, to give 
way to terror or despair was sinful, since it shewed 
a distrust of the Power who had promised, with 
guardian care, to watch the footsteps of the iiino- 
*"cent. 

it was,* however, agreed^ that Amanda should 
venture no more from the donveut, but confine her 
rambles to the garden, which was enclosed with a 
high wall, and had no places of concealment. Five 
weeks yet remained of the period Lord Mortimer 
had requested her to stay\t St. Catherine’s ; before 
it was .expired, she trusted End believed Belgrave 
would be weary of watching h^, and would de- 
camp : if then she neither saw^ uor heard from Lord 
Mortimer, she resolved to relinquish all hope con- 
cerning him, ahd immediately think upon some plan 
which sho|ld put her in a way of procuring sub- 
sistence. 

Her pointings and embroidery still went on* fShe 
1^ la? executed some f^egaut 4)10 tu res in both, which, 

, it obliged to ^ispose of, she wa&fsure would bring a 
good prfee ; yetj, whenever compelled by reflection 
JOL. ;ji. • F to 
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to this idea, the tear of tender melancholy would 
‘fall upon her lovely cheek — a tear* which was ever 
hastily wiped avoay, while she endeavoured to for- 
tify her mind with pious resignation to whatever ^ 
should be her future fate. 

Three weeks pore elapsed, without any evlnt* to 
discompose her tranquillity ; but as the termination 
of the destined period approached, the agitation of 
Amanda, in spite of ail her efforts to the contrary, 
increased — she deemed the awful crisis of her fate at 
hand, and she trembled at the reflection. 

She now, for the flrst time, avoided solitude; she 
wanted to fly from herself, and sat constantly with ' 
the Prioress, who had ^nothing of the gloomy re- 
cluse,' save the habit, about her. 

They nrere chatting together one evening after tea, 
when Sister Mary entered the room, bearing a large 
packet, which she rather tossed than presented to 
Amanda, exclaiming — From Lord Mortimer. 1 
wish the troublesome fellow bsQ not come back 
again ; here we shall have him frisking or storming 
continually, and again plaguing us out of our lives.” 
— From Lord Mortimer!” exclaimed Amanda, 
starting from her/:hairj and clasping th^ letter 

hands, oh, gracious Hea^i^n 1” She 
more, but flew from the rooki to her 
Mlaixiber. She tore open the seal. The envel^oe 
vontaiaed two letters ; tae first was directed in a 
hand unknown to her — her heart* sickened as she^ • 

t tf 

ll&opped it.en tb« {round; tho oth«r wu thesuper- 

, scription 
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scrlptlon of Lord Mortimer. She opened it with 
rsvired spirits, and read as follows ; — 

TO MISS FlTljtLAN* , 

^ I AM returned — returned ip tell mj 

Amanda that nothing but the awful fiat of Hearen 
shall part us piore. Yes, tny love, a sweet reward 
for all our difficulties, ouiP trials — let me add, our 
persevering constancy, is at hand; and one name, 
on e Inte rcast, one fate, 1 trust, will soon be ours.” 

Tears of joy gushed from Amanda as she cx» 
claimed, Can this, can this be true ? is Lord M or* 
tuner, s<f long, so hopelessly beloved, indeed re* 
turned to tell me we shall part no more ? it is true, 
it is true; and never can tny grateful heart ‘suf- 
ficiently acknowledge the goodness it experiences. 
But how was this event brought* about?” She 
wiped aw'ay her tears, and resumed the letter. 

• -■ 

Your solemn refusal to ignite yourself to me 
threw me into agonies but true love, like true 
courage, will never despair, will never yield to dif- 
ficulties, without first tryinf evcipr effort to conquer 
them. llsoon, therefore, roused myself from the 
.heavy weight which oppressed my spirits at your,^- 
^lutiou, and ere long coneeived a project sc^ fea*. 
r .«lbJe, so almost .certain oi success, that my impai. 
^ tience to n^alize it cannot be described ; yet you 
my Concotve some idea* of it, from the abrupt mam- 
• F 2 ner 
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Her in which I quitted Castle Carberijr, without 
desiring to bid you adieu ; but ere it could be accom* 
plished) I plainly saw I had many difficulties to en- 
counter — difficulties which it was absolutely essen. 
tial to OT^rcomc, that 1 might prove to the woild I 
was not the dupe 6f lore, but the friend^ the^Ter^ 
and the vindicator of real innocence and virtue* 
From what I have sqid, you may suppose the diffi- 
culties I allude to were such as 1 expected to en^ 
counter in my attempt to unravel the whole of the 
deep and execrable plot which involved you in a si- 
tuation so distressing to your fielings^ and injurious 
to your character; and oh! with what mingled pride 
and pleasure did 1 meditate on being your dhampron^/ 
clearing your fame from each aspersioni, and piy^* 
ing, clearly proving, that your mind was as lovely^ 
as angelic as your person ! 

I was happy^, on my ariival in London, to find 
Lady Martha Dormer still at Lord Cherbury’s bouse* 

I have already told you that I feft town on pre- 
tence ot a visit to i%y sister in Wales. My father, 

{ soon pel c( bred, suspected that had not been the 
real motive of my departure; but 1 also perceived 
he did net desire to reveal his suspicions, as he 4sked 
10906 questions concerning Lady AramilLta, which 
» may be sure I answered awkwardlj^ enough : 
v^nd'^ia*d a comic writer been present, he might have 
4aken the hint of a good«blundering scene Irom ns 
k both. « 

f The Marquis of Ro^ine an^ his family, I 

learned, 
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karned, continued athisTilla. Their absence from 
town rejoiced me, as it not only exempted me froi» 
society 1 abhorred, but aa it gave me an opportu- 
nity of interrogating their household, amongst whom, 
1 was convinced, 1 should discover the trusty agents 
this %niable Marchionosl had made use of in her 
scheme against you. 

** The morning after m^ arrival, I accordingly 
set off to Portman-square. The man who opened 
the door knew me not, which I considered a lucky 
circumstance ; for not being able to mention my 
name to the housekeeper, whom I desired him to 
send to me, she was not so much on her guard as 
she would otherwise have been ; she started as shft 
en|ercd the parlour, and lifted up her hands and 
eyes in unfeigned astonishment. Soon^ however, 
recovering herself, she addressed me in the most ob- 
sequious manner, and spoke as if she supposed 1 
was come purposely to inqulrf3 after her Lord and 
Lady — an artful way of trying to terminate her own 
suspense, by learning the nature^ of my visit. 1 soon 
gave her to understand it was not of the most ami. 
cable kind to her : I came, 1 said, to demand either 
the letter, or an account of the letter, which 1 had 
entruslc(^|to her care for Miss Fitzalau, whigh con- 
tained a^iote of large value, and which, I found, 
had neyer been received by that young lad/. ^Iler 
p countenance in a momenl condemned her ; it spoke 
stronger than % thousand tqngues against her — Iho 
first gr^w deadlj^ trymhled, fal- 

• f 3 tered, 
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tered, and hang her head to avoid my eyes. Her 
looks, I told her, confirmed the suspicions I ivBs 
forced to entertain of her integrity ; yot, shocking 
as the action was which she had committed, being 
not only a breach of trust, but of humanity, jL^i^as 
willing to come to an easy and private accommOTa- 
tion about it, provided she would truly and fully 
confess the j>art she ha^ taken, or knew others to 
have taken, in injuring Miss Fitzalan, while she re- 
sided in the Marquis’s house, by bringing Colonel 
Belgrave into it. I paused for her reply. She ap- 
peared as if considering how she should act. 1 
thought 1 saw something yielding in her face ; and, 
eager to take advantage pf it, I proceeded — * What ' 
I have already said, I am going again to repei^t, 
thatb, if you confess all you know relative to the 
plot which Has contrived and carried into execution 
in this house against Miss Fitzalan, 1 will settle every 
thing relative to the letter, and its contents, in a 
manner pleasing to you. Her innfocence is unques* 
tioned by me ; but is essential to her peace, that 
it should also be so to the rest of her friends ; and 
they who regard her welfare will liberally reward 
those whose allegations sfball justify her.’ 

Upon this she turned to me, with couifte- 
of the utmost efifrontery, and said she would 
not lell a lie to please any one. I wiH not bho(^ 
you by repeating all she saU. She ended by sayings 
as to the letter, she set me at defianbe ; true^ I had 
given her om for Miss Fitzalan, but4[ might remem- 
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ber Miss Fitzalan was ia a fit on the ground at the 
time, and she had called in other seryants to her as. 
sistauce^ she said; and in the hurry and bustle 
which ensued, she knew not what became of it — 
others might as well be called upon as her. I could 
no THhger command my temper ; I told ber she was 
a wretch, and only fit for the disri)olical service in 
which she was employed, llhe note which I enclosed 
in the letter I had given her for you, I had received 
from my father’s agent in the country ; as a post- 
note, I had endorsed it, and taken the number in 
my pocket-book. I therefore left Portman-square, 
^ with a resolution of going to the Bank, and, if not 
^ already received, stopping payment. I stepped into 
tha first hackney-coach I diet, and had the satisfac- 
tion of finding it had not been offered at the Bank. 
I suspected ,she would be glad to exchange it for cash 
as soon as possible, and therefore left my direction, 
as well as a request for the detention of any person 
who should presqptit. 

In coosequence of this, a clerk came the fol- 
lowing mojnjj|)g, to inform in% a woman had pre- 
sented the note at the Bank, and was, agreeable to 
my request, detained till 1 lyppe^red. 1 immediately 
returned with him, and had thes&tisfaction of seeing 
the houSjAi^per caught in the anare. She burst into 
tears at my appearance ; and coming up to 
tow voice, said, if I wo|jild have mercy upon her, 
she would, in /etum, make a full confession ofall 
• p 4 she 
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she knew about the affair I had mentioned to he# 
yesterday. 

I told her, though she deserved no mercy ^ yet, 
as I had promised, on such condition, to shew her 
lenity, 1 would not violate my word. I received the 
note, sent for a coach, and handing the lady ilHo it, 
soon conveyed 'her to Portman..sqi^are. She no 
sooner entered the pal lour, than she fell qu her 
knees, and besought my forgiveness. I bade her 
rise, and lose no time in revealing all she knew con- 
cerning the scheme against you. She then confessed, 
that both she and Mrs. Jane, the attendant who had 
been placed about your person, were acquainted, * 
and concerned in all the coulrivances the Mar-/ 
chioness had laid against you, who scrupled not in 
acknowledging to them the inveterate hatred she 
bore you. » Their scruples, for they pretended to 
have some in abetting her schemes, were over-ruled, 
by knowing how much It was in her power to injure 
them in any future establtshmeml, had they dis- 
obliged her, and b^ her liberal promises of reward, 
vfhich, the housekeeper added, she had never kept. 
But this brief and uncircumstantial account was by no 
means HAnfactory to m«; 1 called for materials for 
writing^ insisted she should, to the Wst of her 
r4lN»llection, relate every word or circumsmee which 
sens'd parsed between her and the Marchioness and 
Ikeir other associates. She Jiesitated at this* On those 
terms only, 1 said, I would grant her^my forgiveness ; 

and 
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Rtid by her eomplying with them, not only that, but a 
liberal recoin pence should be hers. This last pro. 
raise had the desired eifect : she laid open indeed a 
scene of complicated iniquity — related the manner 
in which Colonel Belgrare was brought into the 
hotis'i^by her and Mrs. Jane — how they had sta. 
tioned themselves in a place of concealment to listen^ 
by which means they kne% what passed between 
you, which she now, in almost the very same words 
you made use of, repeated to me. As she spoke, I 
wrote it, and made her dgn the paper, under a pa- 
ragraph purporting that it was a true confession of 
'^the part she had taken, and knew others to have 
^^takcM, ifi*attcmptiDg to injure Miss Fitzalan. 

1 (low mentioned Mrs. Jane, whose evidence I 
wished for to corroborate hers. This she assured 
me 1 might procure by promising a reward, as Mrs. 
Jane was much dissatisfied with the Marchioness and 
Lady Euphrasia, ncither^f whom had recompensed 
her as she expected for her faithful services to them. 
She was now at the villa; but the housekeeper added^ 
that she would strike out some expedient to bring 
her to town in the course of the week, and would 
iiifurin me immediately of t»er arrival. 1 told her 
the atl'air of the note should be no more montjoned ; 
and gave a bill for fifty pounds, as the* reward 1 
had promised, and she eagerly expected. 1 toliMlfr 
> sffe might promise a similar gne, in my name, to Mrs. 
Jane, provided j|/ie also told truth. I also told her 
1 would take care she should sufler no distress by 
• V 5 quitting 
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quitting the Marquis’s family, which she lamented 
.would be the coobequence of what she had done. 

Mrs. Jane did not come to town so soon as I 
expected ; but on receiving a summons to inform me 
of her arrital, 1 hastened to the house, like an In. 
quisitor.General, with my scroll, prepared t& take 
the confession of the fair culprit, which exactly 
corresponded with the Housekeeper's, and 1 had the 
felicity of seeing her subscribe her name to it. 1 
gave her the promised recompence most cheerfully, 
as I had not half so much trouble in making her tell 
truth as I had with the housekeeper. Mrs. Jen. 
wings, your old landlady, and Lady Greystock’s* 
faithful friend, was the next and the last person, 
whose malice I wanted to refute. I made pay ''er- 
rant inquire her character in the neighbourhood, 
and learned it was considered a very suspicious one. 

I went to her^one morning in my carriage, iprell 
knowing that the appearance of rank and splendour 
would have greater weight in influi.mciiig a being like 
her to justice, tha^fi any plea of conscience. She 
appeared lost in astonishment and confusion at my 
risit, and, I saw, waited, with trembling expecta- 
tion, to hare the reason of it revealed. 1 kept her 
not iOfif In suspense. I was the friend, .1 toId<her, 
iCw young lady, whose character she hadwilely and 
aspersed. Her conscience, I believed) would 
whisper to her heart the mme of this lady, and send ^ 
itt crimson current to her face at^ the rention of 
Miss Fitzalan. ^ , 


“The 
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The wretch seemed ready to sink to the earth. 
I .repeated to her all she had said concerning you to 
Lady Gre^stock. I told her of the coiise(|tiences 
of defamation^ and declared she might expect the 
utmost rigour of the law, except she confessed her 
assertions were infamous falsehoods, and the mo- 
tives which ipstigated her to them. She trembled 
with terror, and suppiicatiltl mercy. I desired her 
to deserve it, by her confession. She then acknow- 
ledged she had grossly and cruelly wronged you, by 
what she had said to Lady Grey stock, and that she 
had many opportnnities of being convinced, while 
you resided in her house, that your virtue and inno- 
r^cence were of the purest nature; but that she was 
provoked to speak maliciously against you, from re- 
sentment at losing all the rich gifts Colonel lielgrave 
had promised her, if she brought you to comply 
with his wishes. She related all the stratagems they 
had mutually concerted for your destruction ; and 
she brought oome letters, which I have kept, 
from him to you, and which sh^had pretended you 
had received, hst she should lose the money he al- 
ways gave when she was successful in delivering one* 

1 bade her beware Hbwa she ever attempted to 
vilify Innocence, lest the friends of thbsc at ^whom 
she levelldi the arrows of defamation should not be 
•o merciful to her as Miss Fitzalan’s had beeif: ^8^ 
the tale of the slanderer thus ever to be mi* 

nutely investigated, the evil might die away by dd- 

• 
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grees, and many bapiess victims eteape, are * 

•daily sacrificed to malice, revenge, and envy! 

Oh, my Amanda! I cannot express the trans- 
ports 1 felt, when I found the dif&culties which 1 
dreaded as intervening between me and happiness 
thus removed. 1 felt myself the happiest of men; 
iny heart acknowledged your worth; 1 was con- 
tinchd of your love, aifd in my hands T held the re- 
futation of falsehood, and the confirmation of your 
innocence. 

The period for mentioning my project was now 
arrived. I desired, the morning after my visit to 
Mrs. Jennings, to be indulged in a in“' 

Lady Martha’s dressing-room. I beliet^ she half^. 
guessed what the subject of it would be — «beeaw, 
by my countenance, there was joyful news at hand. 

I shall not recapitulate our «cenversat'ron ; suffice it 
to say, that fier excellent feeling heart participated 
largely in my satisfaction ; it did more than partici- 
pate, it wished to increase it; and dte 1 could men- 
tion my project, ^he declared my Amanda should 
henceforth be codsidered as her adopted daughter, 
and should from her receive such a fortune as such a 
title o^med. r ^ 

Amanda, the fortune she ever destined 
\il^T me, she said she should now consemte to the 
'Ipul^dse of procuring me a treasure the most valu- 
able Heaven could bestow-^the richest, the mostVft.^^ 
liiable indeed — a treasure dearer, »far dearer to my 

‘ soul.^ 
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BO«l, for all the dangers it has eucounlered. T fell 
!kt Lady Martha’s feet in a transport of gratitude, 
and acknowledged that she had anticipated what I 
was going to say, as 1 had been determined to throw 
myself on her generosity, from the time [ was con- 
vinced of your indexible resolution not to unite 
yourself to ii^e without you brought a fortune. 

It was now agreed should keep Lord Cher- 
bury a little longer ignorant of your intentions. We 
proposed taking the Marchioness and Lady Kuplira- 
sia by surprise, and hoped, by so doiiig, to be able 
to remove from his eyes the mist which partiality had 
hitherto spread before them, to obscure the defects 
of the ^oTe-nieiitioned ladies. 

'» He had hinted more than once his wishes for my 
pa^'ing my compliments at the Marquis’s villa. I 
now proposed going thither myself the ensuing day. 
lie looked equally surprised and pleased at this pro. 
posal. Lady Martha agreed to accompany me; hnd 
his LordshipJ you may be sure, determined to be 
one of the party, that he njight supply the defi- 
ciencies ofhtft son, ifrhicb he had heretofore found’ 
pretty manifest in such society. 

had the happiness to fintJ all the family at 
home v^en we reached the villa. The laches all ex- 
prcssecT themselves delighted at my unexpectec^ ap. 
pcaraiice, and quite charmed at ihy rccoveA^d^ocIks. 
The Marquis, with hi* usual sangfroid^ declared 
• himself glad to see me. ^ Ye smiling deceivefs,’ 1 
^id llo mysejif, as t surveyed the Marchioness and 
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Lftdy Euphrasia^ ^ your triumph over innocence and 
Reality will soon be over!’ After passing^ half au 
hour in uninteresting chit-chat, I took the opportu.. 
nity of one of tliose pauses in conversation Vhich 
so frequently happen, to commence my attack : it 
would be as painful to you as to 4 ne, to recapitulate 
all which ensued ih consequence of it. ^ 
and confusion, were conspicuous in the Marchioness 
and Lady Euphrasia; the Marquis and Lady Grey- 
stock looked astonished, and my father seemed over- 
A\ helmed Avith surprise aud consternation. 

1 said, addressing the. Marchioness, I now 
trusted the resentment her Ladyship had entertained 
against her unoifending niece, was suiliciently ap. 
ptased by Avhat she had^roade her suffer, aud tJiat 
she would rather rejoiGe at than regret the op})ortu. 
nity which presented itself of vindicating her fame. 

I Avished, I saidf as much as possible, to spare her 
Ladyship’s feelings; and, provided she, would clear 
Miss Fitzalau from the obloquy wVich the transac- 
tions in her house had cast upon her, I Avas willing 
to conceal the share her Ladyship had in them. In 
a voice of smothered rage, and AA’ith a look into 
which she threAv as muclv,con tempt as possible, she 
replied, she thanke d* me for the attention I nrofessed 
myself inclined pay her feelings, but sh^fancied 
I hdfr^vtsrlooked all incliuation of this kind, when 
1 undertook to bri^ hecsei^ants to asperse her cha- ** 
meter, that Miss Fitzalan’s might be> cleared. She” 
was I sorry, she said, to findd could, be capable of 
, * ^ * fuel 
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such complicated baseness and weakness. Miss Fitz« 
aian, she perceived, had made me her dupe, again ^ 
but this was not surprising, as she was the professed 
pupii of art^ too late should I behold her in hot 
native colours, dnd find the dibgrace, which, by ar- 
trfice, I now attemptodto remove from her character, 
thrown back upon her, periiaps*to overwhelm me 
also by its weight. — ^ SlAs^&s infatuated him,' said 
Lord Cherbury ; ^ she will be the bane of his life, 
the destruction of my hopes I’ 

^ Not Miss FKzalan,' cried T, Assuming qs much 
t^olncss as possible, thougli, like the Marchioness, 
* I found it a difficult task, ^ not Miss Fitzaian, but 
h the enemies of Miss Fitzalan, deceived me. Iowa I 
was (he dupe of the scheme contrived against her; 
any thing so horrid, so monstrous^ so execrable, I 
did not think could have entered into the minds of 
those who were bound by the united ties of kindrc'd 
and hospitality, to protect her ; and I believed 1 owed 
my misery rather to the frailty than the turpitude of 
human nature.' ^ 

‘ You see, my Lord,' exclaimed the Marchio- 
ness, turning to Lord Cherbury, ^ Lord Mortimer 
ackiicwMges his passion for this wretched girl.’ 

^ I d^' cricd^I; ^ I glory in confessing it. In 
loving Miss Fitzalan, I lore virtue itself; in ac- 
knowMging a passion foi her,* I violate fto#ff^th, 
break no engagement my heart ever resisted en. 
lertng into any^. which it could not fulfil.' 

'• • * Unfortupate 
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^ Unfortunate prepossession!’ said Lord CHicr- 
ljury, sternly ; ^ but why, why, when you be- 
lieved her guUty, were you so infatuated as to fol. 
low her to Ireland? why not calmly resign her to 
the infamy she merited ?’ 

^ J followed her, my Lord,’ I replied, ^ in hopes 
to withdraw her from the seducer’s arms, and place 
her ill her father’s. 1 Mped, I trusted, 1 should 
be able also to alleviate tho bitter destiny of poor 
Fitzalan. Alas! not In the arms of a gay success^ 
fill seducer, but%pparently in the arms of Death, 
did I find Amanda. I saw her at the solemn hour 
which consigned her parent to his grave; and to 
have doubted her protestations of iiinoceiKe then, 
would have been almost impjous. Gracious Heaven 1 
how impossible to disbelieve her truth, at the very mo- 
ment her gentle spirit seemed about to take its flight 
to Heaven ! From that period she has stood acquit- 
ted in my mind, and from that period I determined 
to develop, to the utmost of my pqwer, the machi. 
nations which had made me doubt her innocence. 
My success iu their development has beco beyond 
my expectations ; but Providence is on the side of 
suffering virtue, and as^sts those who stand up ia 
its support.’ 

'^^^pontraVy to my first intention, my dear'^manda, 
1 given you a sketch of part of our conversa* 
tiyin ; for the remainder, shall suffice to say, that' 
tho'Marchioness persevered in declaripg I had bribed 

‘ her 
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her servants to blacken her character, in order to 
clear Miss Fitzalan’s — an attempt she repeatedly as- 
sured me I would find uusuccessful. 

The marquis talked in high terms of the dignity 
of his house, and how impossible it was the Mar- 
chioness should ever have disgraced it, by snch ac- 
tions as 1 accused her of commitfing. f answered 
him, in a manner equally ^Am, that my accusations 
were-too well grounded and supported to dread re* 
futation; that it was not only due to injured inno- 
cence, but essential to my own honour, which would 
soon be materially concerned in whatever related to 
* Miss Fitzalan, to have those accusations made pub- ^ 
HI lie, if het Ladyship refused to contradict the asper- 
sions which might be thrown upon Miss Fitzalan, in 
consequence of the scene which passed at his Lord- 
ship’s hdjse. 

This the Marchioness, with mingled rage and 
contempt, refused doing ; and Lady Euphrasia, af- 
ter the hint 1 gawe of soon being united to you, left 
the room in convulsive agitation^ 

Lord Cherbiiry, I perceived, suspected foul 
play, by some speeches which dropped from liinl~ 
such • as, If tlf^re had been a«y misunderstanding be- 
tween her^LadyshJp and Miss Fitzalan, it wa^ better 
sureljr to have it done away ; or certainly, If 
mistake.was proved relative to the aflair whiCh'ilapl 
^enecl in her Ladyship’s house, it >jfas but justice to 
'ihe young lady to have it cleared up. 

Y^t, notwith&tandiug the interest he felt in the 


cause • 
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cause of suffering innocence^ it waf obrious to mo 
•that he dreaded a rupture with the Marquis’s family, 
and appeared shocked at the unequivocal declaration 
I had made of never being allied to it. 

Lndj Martha Dormer took up the cause. The 
testimony Lord Mortimer had received, she said, of 
Miss Fitsalan’s^ innocence, was incontrovertible, 
and exempted him alik% from being stigmatized, ei« 
ther as the dupe of art or love ; humanity, she was 
convinced, exclusive of every warmer feeling, would 
have induenced him to have undertaken Miss Fitz« 
alan*s cause : it was the cause of innocence and virtue 
—a cause in which every detester of scandal and' 
treachery should join, since notonly the defenceless ^ 
orphan, but the protected child of rank and pros* 
perity were vulnerable to their shafts. 

1 agmn Treated the evidence of her servants, 
and the Tefulation of Mrs* Jennings to her former 
story ; I produced, to streugthen it, the unopened 
letters of Colonel Belgrave: tbus^continuing to put 
proof upon proof ^of your innocence, as Sadldio 
Panza says, upon the shoulders of demonstration. 

The passions of the MaFcbiOUess rose at last to 
frantic violence. She persisted in alledging her inte. 
grity, «and vilifying yours; but with a coauteosiire 
so^legibly impressed with guilt and cotifusioo, that a 
doubt bf her falsehood could not be entertained even 
by those who wished to doubt it. ^ 

The scone of violence wo now became witness 
i0 was painful lo me, and shocking to Lady Martha, 

* who 
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who therefore ordered the horses immediately to her 
Ladyship’s chariot, in which, accompanied by me, • 
she had preceded Lord Cherbury’s coach, from the 
idea that our continuance at the rilla might not be 
quite so long as his Lordship’s. 

As we expected, his Lordship staid behind, with 
^ the hope, I pet^eired, of being able to calm the per- 
turbations of the Marchioness, and lessen the breach 
between tis. He returned the next day to town. I 
haitb So long dwelt upon disagreeable scenes, that to 
go over any, others would be dreadful; nor should I 
hint to you that I had such scenes to encounter, 
were it not to excuse and account to you for my ab- 
>scnce from Castle Carberry, Our diificulties — you 
sce*I already unite your interest willi mine — at 
length began to decrease, and are at last happily 
overcome. Lady Martha made me write her inten- 
tions relative to you, and his Lordship was quite sa*- 
tisfied with them, lie authorizes me to assure you 
he longs to receivcFyou into his family, as at once a 
bom and acquisition to it ; ati^ he says, he shall 
consider himself under obligations to you, if you 
hasten, as much ’fis possible, the period of becoming 
one of its tn^iii%ers : thus gtthig him an opportunity 
of mflakiDg^^arly amends, by attention to the daugh- 
ter, for theinjustice he did the father. ^ 

Lady Martha Dormer’s intentions I have 6nly* 
^nted to you ; in the lettifr which 1 hare the plea- 
,6ure of enclosing, she is more explicit concerning 
them. { tmve given yoll this long narrative on pa;. ^ 

* • 

p 
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per, that when we meet, our conyersation maj be 
• unembittered by any painful retrospect, and that'wc 
may enjoy uninterrupted the bright prospect which 
now lies before us. * 

But ere I close my letter, I must inform yon, 
that knowing you could nerer be selfishly wrapped 
up in your own enjoyments, I made, every possible • 
inquiry relative to your brother, and was at lengti|. 
referred by the agent of his late regiment to an of- 
ficer in it. With some difficulty I. found he had 
quitted his quarters, on leave of absence. 1 wrote 
immediately to his family residence ; and after wait* 
ing long and. impatiently for an answer to my letter/ 

I dispatched a special messenger to learn il^hetlier 
was there or not. The courier returned with a'po- 
lite aoi^ from the officer’s father, informing rae his 
sou was gone on an excursion of pleasure wiih some 
friends, and that if he knew where to find him, ht 
would have transmitted my letter, which 1 might de* 
pend oil being answered the momaut he returned. 

1 have no doyibt but we shall receive inli^li* 
gence from him conceriiiog Mr. Fitzalan ; it shall 
then be our business, if his situa^n is not already 
pleasing, to change it^«or render it 40 much so as 
possible to him. ' ^ 

Keep up your spirits, therefore, about him, fog 
time we arrive in Knglaiid, I expect a letter 
from his friend ; and let Qie not be any more pam\»£»^ 
by seeing jour countenance clouded with care or 
anxiety. ■* 
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As a reward for reining in my impatience to 
seei you this erening, be propitious to my request * 
for early admission to-morrow ; if charitable^' you 
willAtliow me to. breakfast with you, for 1 shall 
take none, except with you j and without an cx. 
pr<^s command to the contrary, shall take it for 
granted I am expected. 

^ ^ ’Tis said, that contrast heightens pleasure, and 
I believe the saying ; I believe, that without having 
felt pain in all its acuteness, as 1 havedone, I never 
should have felt such jilensure as 1 now enjoy. After 
So often giring you up, so often lamenting you as 
lost forever, to think I shall soon call you mine, is 
^ source bf transport whicl( words cannot express, 
hline, I may say, is . the resurrection of happiness; 
fur has it not been revived from the very grave of 
despair? — But I forget that you hare Lady Martha 
Dormer’s letter still to peruse. I acknowledge, 
that, for -old friendship’s sake, 1 supposed you 
would give mine the preference ; but in all reason it 
is 1 should resign my place^to her Ladyship.; 
but ere T bidybu adieUi, I must tell you, that Ara« 
ininta is n sincere participatoY in our happiness. She 
arrived froiq VMes but a few^iiiutes previous to my 
leaving Loqdon, and I would notallow her time, as 
she wished, to write to you. ' I almost forj^oi jk> 
tell you,«that the Marquis’s family, amongst whom 
^^ady Greystock is still nflmbered, instead of re- 
turning to town, set out for Brighthelmstone. I 
have learned, contrary tfi my and their expectations, 
• thM 
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that neither the housekeeper nor Mrs. Jane has been 
• dismissed, but both sent to a distant seat of .the 
Marquis’s. As we know the Marchioness’s revenge- 
ful disposition, it is plain she has some secret miptiTc 
for not gratifying it immediately by their dismission; 
but what It is, can be of littlekifonsequeiice for tfs to 
learn, since we*are both too well guarded to suffer 
from any future plof of hers : like every other } 
which was formed against my dear Amanda, I trust 
they will ever prove abortive.-—! was disturbed, 
within a few miles of Castle Carberry, by a gentlenun 
passing on horseback^ who either strongly resem- 
bled, or was Colonel Belgrave. My blood boileff 
in my veins at his sight; 1 left the carriagb, mounted 
ufte of my servants’ horses, and endeavoured to 
overtake him. He certainly avoided me, by taking 
some cross road, as his speed coulA not have out- 
stripped miue : my efforts to discover his habitation 
were equally unsuccessful. As to your personal 
security, 1 had no apprehensionsf having bear^con. 
stantly from my gpod friend the Doctor, aboulpSa ; 
but 1 dreaded the wretch, if it were really hint, 
might disturb your tranquillity,' either by forcing 
into your presence, 6r writing. 'Hiai^k Heaven, 
from* all intrusions or dangers of this kind*, my 
j^anda will now be gdardedl But again 1 am 
trespassing on the time you should devote to 
Martha’s letter. Adieif! and do not disappoint ^ 
being allowed to visit you early« * 

^ tfORTlUER.” 

Amanda 
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Amanda perused this letter with emotions which 
can he better conceited than described. She could- 
scarcely have parted with it without a second read, 
irigj^had not Lady Martha^s demanded her atten- 
tioD. She snatched it hastily from the ground, 
whhre it hitherto lay neglected, and read to the fol- 
lowing purposf : — 

That I warmly and sincerely congra- 
tulate my dear and an^iable Miss Fitzalan on the happy 
revolution in her affairs, she will readily believe, 
f)ersuaded, as she must be, of the deep interest 1 
^take in whatever concerns a person on whom the 
happiness of him whom I lave loved from child- 
hood so materially, so entirely, 1 may say, de- 
pends. 

Yet do not suppose me, my dear Miss Fitzalan, 
so selfish as not to be able to rejoice at your happi- 
ness on your owi^ account, exclusive of every con- 
sid^pKion relative to LordMordmer: long since I 
was taught by description to esteem and admire you ; 
and even when the hope qf being connected with 
you became egtiDct, 1 gouW not so totally forego 
that .admiration as to feel unintfikested about you. 

9 ' ^ 

'Oh, how truly do I rejoice at its revival, with every 
prospect of its being speedily realized ! 1 sha41 con-* 
j^er Lord Mortimer as oge of the most fortunate 
of*nien in calling you his ; and to think 1 have been 
kble to promote his happiness, gives me a satisfaq- 
• * tiou 

9 

9 9 
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lion 'which n«Tcr was, nor eyer will be eqn^lled bj 

.any circumstance in my life. 

Though I cannot give my adopted daughter a 
fortune by any n%aus equal to that which Lady Eiu 
phrasia Sutherland will possess, Lord Cherbury is 
fully sensible that ^her perfections will abundantly 
make up for any deficiency in this respect. Ten 
thousand pounds, and^ eHe thousand a.yoar, is at 
present to be her portion, and the reversion of the 
remainder of my fortune is to be secured to her and 
Lord Mortimer: the final adjustment of all aflai’rs 
is to take place at mjr h^^use in the country, whither 
I purpose going immediately, accompanied by Lady 
Araminta, and where w^ shall both most impatiently 
expect youi' arrival, which 'we mutually entreat may- 
be hastened as much as possible, consistent with 
your health and convenience. Lord Cherbury has 
promised to follow us in a few days, so that I sup- 
pose he will also be at Tlfornbury to receive you. 
Would to Heaven, my dear Misf» fitznlbn, injm^ed 
virtiio and innocei\ce always met with such mpm- 
pions to vindicate them as Lord Mortimer ! Were 
this the case, we should see many lovely victims of 
scorn and reproach raLfng their heads w^th triumph 
and sadsfadtion. ^illut pardon my mvolqntarity 
verting to past scenes, though at the same time I 
tJiiiik you have reason to rejoice at yeiir trials, 
which served as so malty tests and proofs of thu 
estimable qualities you possess. Farewell, my d^ar 

Misi 
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Miss Fitzalan ! I have been brief in my letter, be- 
cause 1 know 1 should not be pardoned by a certain 
person, if I engrossed too much of your time. I 
told him T would give you a hint of the impetuosity 
of his disposition ; but he told me, perhaps to pre- 
vent this, that you were already acquainted with it. 
In one instance^ I shall commend him for displaying 
it— that is^ in hastening you to Thornbury, to the 
arms of your afTcrtionate friend, 

MARTHA DORMER.” 

Amanda’s happiness was now almost as great as it 
c^uld be in this world — almost, 1 say, for it received 
<-JIoy from the moliincholy consideration that her fa- 
ther, “that faithful and affectionate friend who had 
shared her troubles, could not bo a ])ai'taker of her 
joys; but (he sigh of uoavailing regret which rose 
in her mind, she chcck«<l, by reflecting thathappi. 
iicss^all perfect was diohj than humanity CQuId either 
support or expect ;»and with pious gratitude she 
IxintW the Power who had changed the discoloured 
prospect, by which she had been so long surrounded, 

into one of cheerfulness and beau tv* 

/ • 

If her pridp was wounded b^ the hint, though so 
d« licatuly coiy^eyed, w Inch LurdArtfemer had gWen 
of the diiliculties he encountered in gaining Lordt 
Cherbury’s, approbation, it was instantly relieved 
ilatteriiig commendations of Lady Martha 
Dormer; and to be connected with her and Lady 
. \QU III.* “ Aramiuta* 
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Arstminta, she looked upon amongst the most rain- 
able blessings she could enjoy. 

To express what she felt for Lord Mortimer^ would 
be impossible ; language could not do justice to her 
feelings : she felt lore, gratitude, and admiration 
for him, all in the fullest extent, and all united; 
and she wept, in the fulness of her heart, over fte 
joyful assurance of being his. With the two letters 
in her hand, she repaired to the Prioress’s apart, 
ment, whom she found alone. The good old lady 
saw the traces of tears on Amanda’s face, and ex- 
claimed, hi a roice which erinced her sympathy in her 
concerns, Oh, I fear, my child, something has 
happened to disturb you !” 

Amanda presented her the letters, and badh her 
judge from them whether she had not reason to be 
agitated. As the Prioress read, her sudden and 
broken exclamations manifested her surprise and 
pleasure; and frequently were her spectacles re- 
moTed, to wipe from off them ihe tears of jov by 
which they were^’bedewed. When she finished the 
welcome packet, she turned to Amanda, who had 
been attentively watching the various turns in her 
countenance, ai^^gave her a congratulatory em- 
brace. Lord Mortimer is worthy -of you, my 
. ^hildr” said the Prioress; and that is the highest 
eulogium I can pass on him.” After commenting 
upon different parts of 'the letter, she asked Amand^^ 
a little archly, whether she intended sending an ex- 
press 
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press command to his Xiordship against coming early 
in* the morning? Amanda honestly confessed she' 
had no such intention, and expressed her wish to 
behold liiin. The Prioress said she would hare 
breakfast prepared for them in the garden parlour, 
and that she would take care they jhould not be in« 
terrupted. Slip also promi^d to keep erery thing 
secret, till matters were arranged for Amanda’s re- 
moral from St. Catherine’s. 


CHAP. VI. 


Thus let me hold thee to my heart. 

And e\^ry care resign ; 

And shall we ne%'cr, never part, 

Oh thou, iny #11 tliat’s mine I GoLDSMirit. 


Joy is as great an enemy to repose as anxiety. 
Amanda passed an almost sleepless night ; but her 
thoughts were too agrecably^employed to allow her 
to suffer fdr want of rest. EarJif as she arose in 
the morniii|, she was bu^t a short time in'the par- 
lour before Lord Mortimer arriTed. He apfieared ' 
all tfie transports of his soul beaming from his 
«yes, and was received by Amanda with tender and 
frembiing^ emotion. Ile^caught her to his heart, a$ 
a treasure restored to him by the immediate hand 
42 of* 
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of Heaven ; he pressed her to it with silent ecstacy r 
‘both, for a few moments, were unable to speak ; 
but the tears which burst from Amanda, and those 
that dropped on the glowing cheeks of Lord Mor- 
timer, expressed their feelings more forcibly than 
any language could have done. 

Amanda at length found utterance^ and began to 
thank his Lordship for all the difficulties he had 
gone through in vindicating her fame. He hastily 
stopped those effusions of gratitude, by bidding her 
ask her hear^ whether he had not been serving 
himself, as well as her, by what he had done ? 

From the soft confusion into which his transports ‘ 
threw her, Amanda eiid^voured to recover herself 
by repairing to the breakfast- table, on which .the 
good Sisters had spread all the niceties adapted for a 
morning repast, which the Convent could produce ; 
but her hand was unsteady — she spilt the tea in 
pouring it out, and committed twenty blunders in 
helping Lord Mortimer. He laughed a little archly 
at her embarrassmept, and insisted on doing the ho- 
nours of the table himself ; to which Amanda, with 
a deep blush, consented : but breal^fast was little ^ 
attendcHl to. Amj^iida’^ hand was detaii^pd in Lord 
Ilifortilber’s, whilrlfiis eyes were continugjly turning 
fo^ards her, as if to assure his heart, that in the 
lovely evidence of his happiness there wa,^ no de. 
ception ; and the tenderifess Amanda had no longe)^ 
reason to restrain, beamed from her looks, whidi 
also evinced her perfect sensibility of her present fe« 
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licity — a felicity heightened by her approving con. 
science testifying she had merited it. The pure, the 
delightful satisfaction resulting from this reflection, 
gave such radiance to her complexion, that Lord 
Mortimer repeatedly declared her residence at St. Ca- 
therine's had rendered her more beautiful than ever. 

Twelve o’cjock struck, ^aud found them still 
joitering over the breakfast-table. The nuns 
will think we have made a tolerable feast,” cried 
Lord Mortimer, sm'illng, while Amanda rose with 
precipitation. I need not,” continued ho, fol- 
lowing her, like Sterne, ask Nature what has 
iiiade the meal so delicious; I need only ask iny 
♦ own heartj and it will infonji me — love and lender, 
ness;” 

Amanda blushed, and they went together into the 
garden. She would have walked before the win- 
dows of the Convent, but Lord Mortimer forced 
her gently info a dark sequestered alley. Here their 
conversation becaiBe more connected than it had 
been hitherto : the generous iui^eiitioiis of Lady 
Martha Dormer, ^and the arrangements she had made 
for the rece))tion and nuptials of Amanda, were 
talked oren; the marriage Vas tp take place at 
Thonibury,#Lady Martha’s seat; they were fo*con- 
tinue there for a month after its solemnization^ and 
from theqee to go to an estate of Lord Cherbury’s 
the remainder of the summer ; a house in one of 
the* squares was to be taken, and prepared for their 
residence in winter; andTiady Martha Dormer had' 
* ,6 3 promised. 
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promised) nrhenever she came to town) which war 
but seldom, she would make their house her home, 
proTided they would promise to spetid every Christ- 
mas, and three months at least in the summer, with 
her at Thornbury. Lord Mortimer said he had his 
choice of any of the EarPs seats ; but chose none, 
from an idea of 'the Hall being more agreeable to 
Amanda. She assured him it was; and he proceeded 
to mention the presents which Lady Martha had pre- 
pared for her; also the carriages and retinue he had 
provided, and expected to £nd atThorubury, against 
she reached it; still asking if the arrangements he^had 
made met her approbation. 

Amauda was affected even to tears, by the so- 
licitude he shewed to please her; and he, per- 
ceiring berjemotions, changed the discourse, to talk 
about her removal ^from St. Catherine’s. He cn- 
treated her not to delay it longer than was abso- 
lutely necessary to adjust matters for it. She pro» 
mised compliance to this entreaty, ^pknowledging that 
s^e but obeyed her inclinations in doing so, as she 
longed to be presented to her generous patroness. 
Lady Martha, and to her amiable aid beloved Lady 
Araminta. ( 

honA Mortimer, delicately considerate about all 
w}iich concerned her, begged she would speak to 
%he Piloress to procure a decent female, who should 
be a proper attendant far her in her journey ; thd^ 
should travel together in one chaise, and be would 
fellow £faem in another. • Amanda promised she 

t would 
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would ^ose no time in making this request^ which sho 
had no doubt would be successful. 

Lord Mortimer presented her with a rery beautiful 
embroidered purse^ containing notes to the amount 
of five hundred pounds; Amanda blushed deeply, 
and felt her feelings a little hurt at tlie idea of being 
obliged to Lord Mortimei' for ei^ery thing. 11a 
pressed her hand, and, in a Voice of soothing ten^ 
derness, told her lie should be offended if she did 
not from this moment consider her interest insepa- 
rable from his. The notes, he said, of right be- 
longed to her, as they amounted to but the individual 
•urn he had already devoted to her use. He re- 
t,, quested she Would not curb in the least her generous 
but fulfil, in the utmost extent^ all the claims 
which gratitude had upon her. The benevolent Sis* 
ters of St. Catherine’s were the foremost in the list 
of those who had conferred obligations upon her; 
and he desired she would not only reward them libe* 
rally at present, ^ut promise them an annual sti- 
pend of fifty pounds. ^ 

Amanda was truly delighted at this — to be able to 
contribute to the^omfort of those who had so largely 
promoted hers, was a sourBe of exquisite felicity. 
Lord Mortar presented her with his pictuie, ^vhich 
he had had drawn in London, for that purpose ; it 
was a striking likeness, and most elegantly scS With* 
J^illioots, which formed Encipher upon a plait of 
hahr at thelmck. This was indeed a precious pre- 
sent to Amanda-^ and she^ acknowledged it was suchv 
a 4 Lord 
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Lord Mortimer said, that in return for it, he shouftt 
. expf'Ct hers at some future time; but added, smiL 
ing, I shall not heed the shadow till 1 procure the 
substance,” He also gaye her a very beautiful ring, 
with an emblematical device, and adorned in the 
same manner as his picture, which Lady Martha hr'I 
sent as a |)ledge'’ of future friendship; and he now 
informed her, that her Ladyship, accompanied by 
Lady Aramiuta, intended meeting them at Holyhead, 
that all due honour and attention might be paid to 
her adopted daughter. 

Ill the midst of their conversation, the dinner btdl 
rang from the Convent. Amanda started, and de^ 
dared she had not siipoosed it half so tate. Thu - 
arch smile which this speech occasioned in Lord Mor- 
timer, instantly made her perceive it had been a ta- 
rn t confession of the pleasure she enjoyed in their 

She blushed, and telling him she could not stay 
anothec moment, was harrying away. He hastily 
caught her, and Ijolding both her hands, declared 
she should not depart, neither would he to his soli- 
tary dinner, till she promised he might return to her 
early M^^ thc evening, t To this she consented, pro- 
.yided Jne allowed her to have the Priores^s and Sister 
]V(ary at least to tea. This was a condition Lord 
Mortihaer by no means liked to agree to, and hcion- 
deavouredto prevail on iher to drop it ; but finding 
her indexible, he xaid she 'was a provoking girl, and 
asked her if she was not afraid, that, when he had 

• tha 
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the power, he would retarate upon. her for all the 
trials she had put his patience to ? but since she 
would haTo it so, why it must be so, to be sure, he 
said : hut he hoped the good ladies would have. too 
much conscience to sit out the whole eyening with 
them. 'I'hat was all chance, Amauda said. The 
bell again rang, and he was forced to depart. 

' She took the opportunity of being alone with the 
l^rioress for a few minutes, to speak to her about 
procuring a femalG|^o attend her in her journey. The 
I'rioress said, she doubted not but she could procure 
her an eligible person from the neighbouring town, 
atid promised to write there that very evening, to a 
family who«would be able to assist her Inquiries. 

Bath' she and Sister Mary were much pleased by 
being invited to drink tea witli Lord Mortimer. He 
came even earlier than was expected. Poor Amanda 
w as terrified lesther companions should overhear him 
repeatedly asking her whether they would not retire 
immediately after t(^i. Though not overheard^ the 
Prioress had too much sagacity not^to know her de- 
parture was desired; she therefore, under pretence 
oY business, retired, and took Mary along with 
her, * ^ 

Amanda and Lord Mortimer went into the garden, 
lie thanked her for not losing time in speaking to» 
the Prioress about her servant, and said, thal: he 
h(«ffed, at the end of the weeksat farthest, she would 
be ready to begin her journey, Amanda readily 
promised to use all possibl# dispatcli. They passed * 
^ 5 some 
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Bome delightful hours in rainhUog about the gartl^ni 
and talking over their felicity. 

The Prioress’s expectation was answered relati^ o 
t J a servant — ^in the coarse of tn o days^ she pro* 
duced one in every respect agreeable to Amanda 
and things were now in such forwardness for her de* 
partiire, that sh^ expected it would take place as 
soon as Lord Mortlintr had mentiolicd. His time , 
was passed almost continually at St. Catherine’s^ 
never leaving it, except at dinner-time, when he 
went to Castle Carberry. His lesidence there was 
soon known, and visitors and invitations without 
number came to the Castle ^ but he found means of 
avoiding them. 

Amanda, laughing, would often tell hkn he ie* 
tarded the preparations for her journey, by being ttU 
ways with her ; this, he said, was only a pretext to 
drive him away, (oe that he rather forurarded them, 
by letting her lose no time. 

Lo^ Mortimer, on coming to Amanda one even- 
ing as usual, appeared uncommonly discomposed ; 
his face was flushed, and Us whoM manner betrayed 
agitation. He scarcely noticed Amanda; but scat* 
log himself, placed hi$/irm upon actable, and leaned 
his Ij^ead dejectedly upon it. ^ Amanda was^ inex- 
pressibly shocked — her heart panted with apprehen* 
MOD 6f ill, but she felt too I'mid to make an inquiry 
He suddenly knit his Ijrows, and muttered betw^n 
his f et 1 , Curse on tbe wretch Amanda cpuld 
mo longer keep silence: What wretch*!” she ex« 

, claimed ; 
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darned ; or what is the meaning of this disorder 
— l^^irst tell me, Amanda,” said he, looking very, 
atedfastly at her, have you so(*ii any strange' here 
lately?” — Good HcaT>eii! replied , she, ‘-what 
can you mean by such a question ? But I sob mnly 
assure you I have not.” — Enough,” said he ; 

such an assurance restores me to«quiet : but, my 
dear Amanda, coming ovei^to her, and taking her 
bands in his, “ since you have perceived my agita* 
tion, I must account to you for it — I have just seen 
Belgrave j he was but a few yards from me on the 
common when 1 saw him ; but the mean, despicable 
wretch, loaded as he is with conscious guilt, durst 
not face me^ he get out of my way by leaping over 
the ^ hedge which divides t^o common from a lane 
with many intricate windings.- 1 ^endeavoured, but 
without success, to discover the one he had retreated 
through.” — I see,^’ said Amanda, pale and* trem- 
bling, is destined to make me wretched! 1 
had hoped, indee^, that Lord Mortimer w|ukl no 
more have suffered his qindettoim interrupted by > 
him : it implies ' such a doubt,” said she, weeping,, 
as shocks my soul! If suspicion is thus contu 
niially to be cevived, we hadll^ter separate at once ; 
for misery must be the , eonsofuence of anjunion 
without ninfual confidence.”—^^ Gracious Heaven 
said Lord Mortimer^ unfortunate I^m to"* 

^ve you pain! ¥wui mistajbe entirely,, indeed, my-^ 
dearest Amanda, the cause of my uneasiness; 1- 
kwear, by aH that is saei;pd, iio*4oubt, no snspicioi^ 

, u 6 of' 
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of your worth has arisen in my mind. -No man 
can think more highly of a woman than I do of 
you; but 1 was disturbed lest the wretch ahould 
hare forced himself into your presence, and Jest 
you, through apprehensions for my safety, con- 
cealer] it from me.” 

This explanation calmed the perturbation of 
Amanda; as oti atonement for the uneasiness he had 
given her, she wanted Lord Mortimer to promise he 
would not endeavour to discover Belgrave. This 
proinise he avoided giring, and Amanda was afraid 
of pressing it, lest the spark of jealousy, which 
she was convinced existed in .the disposition of Lord 
Mortimer, should be blown into aflame. That Bel- 
grave would studiously avoid him,, she trusted : and 
she resolved, that if die things that she had deemed 
it necessary to order from the neighbouFing town 
were not finished, *to wait no longer for them, as 
she longed now, more than ever, to quit a place she 
thought dangerous to Lord Morti|ner. 

The ensuing morning,, instead of seeing his Lord- 
ship at breakfast, a note was brought to her, con- 
ceived in these words : — 

TO MISS FITZALAN, 

, • 1 , 

p I am unavoidably prevented from 

^ ‘waiting on my dear Amanda this morning : but in 
the coursenf the day she may depend on either sees ng:.^ 
or hearing from me again. She can have no excuse 
. now on my account about i^ot basteiiing the prepa-' 

c rations 
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rations for her journey ; and when we meet, if I find 
that ner time has not been employed to this purpose, 
she may expect a screre chiding from her faithful 

MORTIMER. 

•Tills note filled Amanda with the most alarming 
disquiet : it was evident to her that he was gone in 
pursuit of Btigrave. Siie^'an into the hall to in- 
* quire of the messenger about his master, but he was 
gone. She then hastened to the Prioress, and com- 
municated her apprehensions to her. The Prioress 
endeavoured to calm them, by assuring her bho 
•«night be convinced that Belgrave had takem loo 
many precautions to be discovered. 

Amanda’s breakfast, however, remained untouch- 
ed, and her things unpacked ; and she conlimw^d rl e 
whole morning the picture of anxiety, imjiatiently 
expecting the promised visit or letter : lieitiiercarne ; 
and she resolvt*d to send, after dinner, the old gar- 
dener to Castle farberry, to inquire about, Lotd 
A'lortiiner. AVIiile she v/as speaking to him for 
that purpose, the maid followed her into the garden, 
and told her there was a messenger in the parlour 
from Lord^ Mortimer. Shd^ Hew thither; but what 
words can express her surprise, when the supposed 
messenger, raising a large hat w hich shadowed i^is 
face, and removing a handkerchief which he Had hi- 
.^ertb held up to it, disco^red to her view the fea- 
tures of Lord Cberbury! She could only exclaim, 

* 'Graclcfus Ileaven! hjis any thing happened to 

Lord 
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Lord Morfimfr?” ere she sunk into a chair In 
breathless agitation. ' 


CHA.». VII. 


— — heavy hearty 

The prophetess of woe, foielells some ill 
At hand. 

Load Cherbuzy hastened to support and >calin her 
agitation, bv assuring he r Lord Mortimer was in 
perfect safotj • KecoreriDg a little by this assertion^ 
she asivcd him how he wat assuieclof this? lie an» 
suered, because he had seen him, though without 
being perceived by him, abbutan hour ago, Amanda, 
lestored to her faculties, by being assured he was 
uniiijun^d, began to reflect on the suddenness of 
Lord Cherbury’s visit* She would baie flattered 
ji^rself he came to introduce her his family him* 
gt^lf, bad not his looks almost forbid such an idea; 
they were gioomy and^sordennl ; his eyes were 
faalenod on her, yet he appeared unwilling speak* 

4 jAmamda felt herself in too awkward and eaabar- 
I^Msing^a situation to break the unpleasant silence. 
'At e.igih Loid Cheil^ury suddenly exclaimed,^ 
Lord Marti]} er does not, nor must not, know pf 
my being kere,”— Must npt 1” repeated Amanda^* 
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in incouceifable astonishment.—^^ Gracious Hca« 
ven VJ said Lord Chi^rbury, starting from the chair 
on ^'hich he had thrown himselfy opposite to her, 
how shall I begin? how shall f tell her? Oh, 
Miss Fltzalan he eontinued, approaching hep, 1 
have much to say, and you have much to hear, 
which will shock you! 1 believed I enuld better in 
an interview * have informe€' you of particulars, but 
•I find I was mistaken; I will write to you.” — 
My Lord,” cried Amanda, rising, all pale and 
trembling, tell me now; to leave me in suspense, 
after receiving such dreadful bints, would be cruelty. 
^Oh, surely, if Lord Mortimer be safe, if Lady 
Martha Pormer, if Lady Aramiiita be well, I can 
have nothing so very shocking to In^ar.”— Alas!’^ 
replied he, mournfully shaking his head, “ you are 
mistaken. Be satisfied, however, that the friends 
yon liave mentioned are all well. 1 have said I 
would write to you. Can you meet mo this evening 
among&t the ruins?”' — Amanda gave an assenting 
bow. — I shall then,” pursued he, ** have a letter 
ready to deliver to you. In the meantime, 1. must 
inform you, no person in the world knows of my 
visit here but yourself; s^id of all beings, Lord 
Mortimer is the last I ishould wish* to know Re. 
member tlien, Misi Fitzalan,” taking )ier hagd, 
which he grasped with violence, as if to impress hfs 
^words upon her heart, ‘^remcmljer, that. on your 
secrecy every thing most estimable in life, even life 
itself, perliaps, depeiyc^.” 


AVith 
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With those droadful and mysteiious words he de- 
p'di’ted, leafing Amanda a pxture of horror and 
surprise. It was many minutes ere she moTcd from 
the attitude in which he left her; and when she«did, 
it was only to walk in a disordered manner about 
the room, repeating his dreadful words. He was 
come, perhaps, to part her and Lord Mortimer; 
and yet, after con senting^to their union, surely Lord 
Cherbury could not be guilty of such treachery and 
deceit: yet, if this was not the case, why conceal 
his coming to Ireland from Lord Mortimer ? .why 
let it be known only to her? and W’hat could be the 
secrets of dreadful import he had to communicate ? 

from these self-interrogaiions, in whiclrher rea. 
son was almost bewildered, the entrance of the 
Prioress drew her. 

She started at seeing the pale and distracted looks 
of Amanda, and aSk.c>d if she had heard any bud ti« 
dings of Lord Mortimer 2 

Amanda sighed hoar ily at this ^i^estion, and said, 
Not?’ — secrecy she had bet-n •enjoined to she 
ciurstnot \iolatc, by mentioning the mysterious visit 
to her friend. Unable, however, to» converse on 
any qthfr subject, she Resolved to retire to her 
chaAlHB^. 'She placed her illness and agjtatlon to 
llM account of Lord Mortimer, and said a little 
^st waf absolutely necessary for her ; and begged, 

If his Lordship came in the coarse of the evening, ^ 
he might be told she was too ill to see hiin« 

The Prioress pressed her to stay for tea. l^he re. 

1 ‘ fused^ 
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fused/ ard as she retired from the room, desired 
unthiug might be said of the person who had just 
seen her, to Lord Mortimer, snyiiig, with a faint 
smile, she would not make him rain by letting him 
know of her aiixic ty about him. Sde retired to her 
chanihcr, ar.d eiidiavoured to controul her per- 
turbations, that she might be the Ijetter cnubled to 
^support what she had so much reason to apprehend. 
Neither the Priorcs« nor the nuns, hi obedience to 
her injunctions, intruded upon her; ami at th c‘ ap. 
pointed hour she softlv oji<‘Tt<d the charnher door, 
and, c Tory place being clear, stole softly from tht 
Convent. 

' She fouAd Lord Cherbiiry, waiting for her amidst 
the solitary ruins. He had a letter In his hjtnd, 
whirli he presented to her the rooineui she* appeared. 

‘‘ In this letter, Miss Fitzalaii,’’ said he, I 
have opened to you my whole heart ; I have disbiir- 
tliciied it of secrets which have long oppressed it; 

J have entrusted my honour to your care, 
what 1 have said, that its conteijts are of a sifted 
nature, you may believe; should they be considered 
in any other light by you, the cons^^qiience may — 
nay, must be fatal !” He sa'Kl this/vith a sternness 
which* made* Amanda shrink. Meditate ,weW on, 
the contents of that letter, Miss Fitzalan,^’ contis 
nued be, jvith a voice of deep solemnity, for it is 
ai4etter which w^ill fix your destiny and mine ; even 
should the request contained in it be refused, let me 
be first acquainted withthU refusal; then, indewl, I’ 

shall 
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iliall RTi^youno more to secrecy, fof whet wifi 
follow hi consequence of such a refusal must du 
Tulge all.” — Oh, tell me, foil me,” said Amanda, 
catching hold of his ami, MI me what is the re- 
quest, or what it is I am to fear; oh, toll me at 
once, and rid me of the tortuiiiig suspense I en- 
dure!” — I cannot,” he cried, “indeed I cannot. 
To-morrow night I shall expect }our answer herr 
at the same hour.” 

At this moment Lord Mortimer’s calling upon 
Amanda was heard. Lord Cherbury dropped her 
hand, which he had taken, and instantly retired 
amongst the windings of the pile, from whence 
Lord Mortimer soon appeared, giTiiig Amanda only ^ 
time to hide the fatal letter. ^ 

w 

“Good Heaven!” exclaim^ he, “ what could 
have brought you hither, and who was the person 
who just departed fiom you?” ft was well for 
Amanda that the twilight gave but an imperfect 
view of her face* She felt her C 9 lour come and go» 
A Old dew overspread her forehead. She leaned 
against a rude fragment of the building, and faintly 

exclaimed, “ The person “ Yes,” said Lord 

Mortimer, I am sijre I heard retr^ting foot- 
steps,” — “ You are mistaken,” repeated Amanda, 
in the same faint accent. — “ Well,” said he, 

" “ tholigh you may dispute the evidonce of my ears, 
you cannot the e> idenco of my eyes — I see you her«., 
and 1 am astonished at it.” — “ 1 came here for aur,” 
said Amanda. — ^^^For airl” repeated Labd Morti- 


msr^ 



CHlLDRElr OP THE ABBETr 190 

infer; I own I should hare thought theglrdeip 
better' adapted for sufeh a purpose. But why come 
hither in a clandestine irffenner? why, if you hare 
the fears you would persuade me you hare, expose 
yourself to danger from the wretch who haunts the 
place, by coming here alone ? When I went to the 
Convent, I was told you were indisposed, and could 
' not be disturbed. I could *not depart, however^ 
without making an effort to see you ; but you can 
easier imagine than I describe the consternation I 
felt, when you could not be found. It was wrong— 
indeed, Amanda, it was wrong to come here alone, 
and affect concealment.” — Gracious Heaven !” 
said Amanda, raising herhaiyds and'eyep, and burst- 
ing into tears, hour wretched am I 

She was indeed at this moment superlatively 
wretched — her heart was oppressed by the dread of 
evil, and she perceived suspicions in Lord Mortimer 
which she coaht not attempt to remove, lest an inti« 
mation of the secret sHfe was so awfully enjoined to 
keep should escape. , 

Ah, Amanda!” said Lord Mortimer, losing in 
a moment the asperity with which he had addressed 
her at first,* ah, Amafida,^*like the rest of your 
sex, you knpw too well the power of your tears, 
not to use them. Forget, or at least forgive all I 
have said. ^ 1 was disappointed in not seeing you the 
. moment I expected, and tbnt put me out of tem- 
pers 1 know I am too impetuous, but you will in 
tune subdue every unruly passion. I put myself’ 

into 
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into your hands, and you Will make me yoti 
please.” 

I}e*^ow pressed her to bis bosom, and finding her 
tremble uniTersalJy, aga^ implored her foTgiTetiess, 
as he imputed the agitation sh€ betrayed entirely to 
the uneasiness he had giren her. She assured him, 
with a faltering Toioe, ^he had not olfended her. Her 
spirits were afierted, she said, by all she had suf- 
fered during the day. Lord Mortimer placing, as 
she wished, those sufit iirigs to his owiTlireo'nnt, de- 
clared her anxiety at once pained and pleased him, 
adding, he would truly confess what detained him 
from her during the day, as soon as tlKy returned t‘6 
the Convent. , ** 

Their return to it relleyed the Sisterhood, who 
had also been seeking Amanda, from many, appre- 
hensions. The Prioress and Sister Mary followed 
them into the parlour, where Lord Mortimer beg- 
ged they 'would hare compassion on him, and gire 
him^ something for his supper, Cs he bad scarcely 
eaten any tiling th» whole day. 

Sister Mary instant|[y replied, he should ^ gra- 
tified, as Amanda was in the same predicament, and 
she hoped he wopld noV be able to prevail on her to 
eat. • . » ” 

• The cloth was accordingly laid, and a few trifles 
placed up^ it. Sister Mary would gladly hate 
staid ; but the Prioress had understanding enough ih 
think the supper would be more palatable if thejr 
were absent,, and accordln|^y retired. 


Lord 
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Lord^Mortiiner now, w’ith the most soothing ten- 
dcrjicss, tried to cheer his fair companion, and make 
her take some refreshment; but his efforU for either 
of those purposes' were dtsuccessful, and she be. 
sought him not to think her obstinate, if she could 
not in a moment recover her spirits. To divert his 
attention a little from herself, she aslied him to per. 
Iform his promise, by relating what had taken him 
the whole day from St. Catherine's. 

He now acknowledged he had been in search of 
BcJgraro; but the precautions he had taken to 
conceal himself baffled all inquiries ; which con. 
viaces me,” continued Lord Mortimer, if I 
«c(i’ant(Kl conviction about suclua matter, that he has 
not yet dropped his ^villaiious designs upon you. 
But the wretch cannot always escape the rengeance 
he m/|rits,” — May he never,” cried Amanda fer. 
ventl3L yet involuntarily, meet it from your 
hands !” — We will drop thatpart of the subject,” 
said Lord Mortimer., if you please. You mus( 
know,’* continued he,^^ after scouring the whole 
neighbourhood, I fell in, ab9ut four miles hence, 
with a gentleman who Lad visijted at the Marquis of 
Rosline’s last* summer. He immedis^iely asked me 
. to accompany* him home to dinner, h'rom his •re- 
sidence in the country, I thought it probably he * 
might be abje to give some account of Belgvave, and 
•therefore accepted the invltatidn : but my inquiries 
were^s fruitless here as elsewhere. When I found 
• it so, I was on thcfos to'M^part, particularly as all 

# the 
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the ^gentleman were set in for drinking, and I 
might be thro\i n into an improper situation to ^isit 
my Amanda. I was on^e watch, howeter, and, 
to use their sporting term, literally stole away.” — 
Thank IIca>cn !” said Amanda, your inquiries 
proTed fruitless.^ Qh, never, never repeat them ! 
Think no moio abouAa wretch so / desi>icab]e.” — 
Well,” ciicd Loid Mortimer, why don’t )ok 
hurry me from the neighbourhood — fix the day, the 
moment of our departure. I have been here already 
iiTC (lays. I^dy Martha's patience is, I dare say, 
quite exhausted by this time ; sLufi should we delay 
much longer, I suppose she will think we have both 
become converts to th^ holy rites of this Convent ; 
and that I, instead of taking the vows which should 
make me a joyful bridegroom, am about taking 
those which shall doom me to celibacy. Seriously, 
what but want of inclination can longer detain 
you?” — “ Ah!” said Amanda^ you know too 
well that my departuie cannot be retarded by want 
of iodiBation.”— Then why not decide immedi- 
ately upon the day?” Amanda was silent; her situ- 
ation was agonising: ^.ow could she fix upon a day, 
uncertain whether she did not possess a letter which 
would prevent her ever taking the projected jour- 
ney J 

Well,” said Lordjldortiiiier, after allowing her 
Home time to speak, I see I must fix the day my. ' 
.self: this is Tuesday — ^let^^be Thursday.” — L'it 
us drop the subject this nigbt/^ my Lord,” said 
^ ; Amanda; 
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lam realljr ill, aod only wait for your 
d^arturc to retire to rest.” 

Lord Mortimer obeyed her, but with reluctanoe^ 
and soon after retired. 


CHAP. VIII. 

As one condemn’d to leap a precipice. 

Who seed before his eyes the depth bclow« 

Stops short, and looks about for some kind shrub 
To break bis dreltdiul fall. DnynsKi 

Am4nda w^nt to her chamber the moment Lord 
Mortimer departed. The nnns were already retired 
to rest, so that the stillness which reigned through ^ 
the house added to the awfuluess of her feelings, as 
she sat down to peruse a letter which she had been 
previously inform^*! would hx her fate. 

TO MtS$ FITZALAS,, 

To destroy a p^rospect of felicity, at 
the very moi&nnt its enveloping glooflas are dispersed, 
is indeed thd source of pangs inost dreadful; yej; 
such are the horrors of ^y destiny, that nothing * 
but intertisuing between you, Mortimer, and hap* 
piness, can save me from perdition. Appalled at 
this dreadfsd assertiem, the letter drops from your, 
trembling hands; oh! dear Mi^s Fitza’lan, cast 
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U not utterly B&fde, till you poru&e tSie n^smf tho 
coBtciitSy and fix (he dostiny of the most ^retch^^d 
of mankind — ^wrotchod in thinking; he shall inter, 
rupl not only your peace, ba< the peace of a son, 
so noble, so irenerous, so idolized, as Mortimer is 
bj" him. 

But I will not longer torture your feelings by 
keeping you in suspense ; the preface I have Already ^ 
given is suifioient, and I will be explicit. Gambling, 
that bane of fame and fortune, has been my ruin ! 
But whilst I indulged, so well did I conceal my pro- 
pensity for it, that even thtke I called my friends 
are ignorant of it. With sbaml^l I confess, I wat 
over foremost to rail against this vice, which was 
continually drawing sums in secret from me, that 
would have girea comfort and affluence to many a 
.child of want : for^onfe time nty good and bad for* 
tune were So equal, t^at my income sufierod no coa«> 
^idorable dimin u tion. 

About five years ago, a Mn Freclote, a par- 
ticular ftiend of mine, died, and left to my care his 
onlysOa^ who, 1 dare say, you may recoJlecShav. 
lag sMIkt my house last Winter. This young man’s 
piNlt>erty was ^o^slgn^ to my care, toi manage as 
,|iuch* for his advantage as I could : it consisted of a 
‘^arge estate afid fifty Ihbusand |)oouds« At the pe.** 
Iriod Fi«e|ove became my ward, 1 had bfid a con« 

^ stant rim of ill luck ibr^many months. The ardour 
of gaming, unlike otcry other passion, js rather 
{|^ased than dlinii|4ked b|f dbappoifitment* With« 
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oat itig varned, therefore, hy lU success, I still 
leent on,^til] all 1 could touch of my own property 
was gone. Did 1 then retire ashamed of my folly I 
no, I could not bear to do so, witiiout another effort 
for recorerlng my losses, and in that effort risked 
something wore precious than I had erer yet done— ^ 
namely, my honour, by using the money which lay 
* ^in my hands belonging to Freelore : the long pe* 
liod which was to elapse ere he came of age embol« 
dened me to this. Ere that period, I Ousted 1 
should have retrieved my losses, and be enabled not 
only to discharge the itrincipal, but whatever inte*. 
rest it would hayeiMbroughf, if applied to another 
purpose. 1 followed the b^mit of my evil genius^^ 
sum after sum was taken up, and all alike burieiji in 
the accuised vortex which had already swallowed so 
much from me. But when I found all was gone-* 
oh ! Miss FiUalaa, 1 still tremble at the distraction 
of that moment. 

All, I have s*'id before, that I could touch of 
my property, wmi gone ; the remainder was so |et« 
lied, f had no power over it, except jmned by my 
son. Great as was the injury he would sustain by 
mortgaging *t, I was confideiit he would ncrur heii» 
late doing so, If acquainted with my diitiysig but 
^0 lei him know it, was worse than a death of tof* ^ 
turo cou^ be to me — his early excellence^ the no* 
bioness of his principles, aungled in the lore I felt 
foi* hkn a degree of awe* To confsis myself a ril* 
laintosuidi a character- acknowledge my life 
xox. Ill, n had 
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lM|d been a scene of deceiir^to be abaslitd^^ con- 
Aivoded in the presence of my son — to^medt his 
piercing eye— to see the blush of sluime mantle his 
cheeks for his father’s crime8*-^oh9 horrible t most 
horrible! I rared at the idea; and resolred, if 
dtiren by necessity to Sell him of my baseness, not 
to surriTe the coitfessioi^ At this critical juncture, 
the Marquis of RosUna came from Scohand tb reside 
In London : an intimacy, ivbich had been dormant for 
yearS) betneea our families, was then revired ; and I 
soon found that an aliianee between them would be 
pleasing. The prospect df it raised me from the very 
, depth of dospair; but my transpnrts were of short 
contifinaiiee, for Mortimer not only shewed, bufex* 
pMsed the Bfrongest nepugaan^ to such a connexion. 

Tinte and daUy experience, 1 trusted, would so 
forcibly conriuce hto df the adrantages of it, as at 
last to conquer tfiis ropugnaoce ; nor did the hope 
of an alliance taking place entirely forsake my 
heart, till informed that his was < already bestowed 
upon another object. My feelings at this informa. 
tlOn I shall not attempt to describe. All hope of 
sayinn^self from dishoiioar was now cut off; for 
thou^Mhitftful and attedtire to me in the^higheit de. 
gree, S could liot flatter myself that Mortimer would 
jMIndly^sac/ifleehis reason andlnclinaiioa to.my will.* 
The most fatal intentions again took position of 
a toy, mindq but the unceatainties he suffered on your 
f accouaty kept me in horrible suspense as to their 
oamentlon. After sotne months of torture^ J again 
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bogaf to revrre, by lemming that you and Mortiinte 
weft ineritably separated ; and stich if' the teliih 
nature of rioe^ so abandoaed is it to all feeUtigB of 
humanity, Aat I rather rejoioed at, than lambntdd, 
the supposed disgrace of the daughter of my friend. 

But the perseforifig constancy of Mortimer, 
rather let me say the immediate interposition of 
Proridence, soon gate her reason to triumph OTor 
the Arts of her enemies, and 1 was again reduced to 
despair. Mortimer, I dare say, from motives of 
delicacy, has concealed from you the opposition 1 
gave to his wish^, after jour hiAocenoe was cleaied, 
etid the intentionsiK)f f^ady Martha Dormer relatire 
to you were made known. Atlastl found I most 
either seom to acquieBce in these wishes and bten* 
tions, or di\ulge my real motife for opposing them, 
or else quarrel with my son Bad sister, and appear 
in their eyes the most selfish of human beings t I 
therefore, to appearance, acquiesced ; but resolred, 
in reality, lo tfargw myself upon your mercy, be. 
tie>ing that a character so tender, so perfect^ so 
lieroic aS yours* has been through every scene of 
distress, would have compassfOn on a follen Callow* 
creature. , * * ^ * 

AVore py aitoation otheiwise than It now is, 
'^were you even portionless, I should rejoice at haw* 
big yoUgUDited to my family, /rom jRpur own In- 
trinsic merit. Situated asl a», the fortune Lady M|p. 
the Dormer ^{llWposeS giving yon can be of noeonse. 
qnence to me. Thoprejeotod match be^eOnyoh 
fLi and 
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«iiid Mortimer is yet a secret from the pubuc, of 
course it has not lessened his interest with the Ros* 
line family. 1 have already been so fortunate as to 
adjust the unlucky difierence which took place be. 
tween theoi) and Vemove any resentment they enter* 
tained against him; and J am confident the first 
overture he should make for an union with Lady 
Euphr^^ia would be successful. The fortune which 
would be immediately received with her is sixty thou- 
sand pounds, and five thousand a*year. The first 
would be given up to me, in place of the settlmneht 
1 should make on* Lord Mortiu^r; so that you 
sec, my dear Miss Fitzalan, his marriage with Lady 
Euphrasia would at once extricate me from aH my 
difficulties. Freelove, in a few months, will^ of 
age; and the smallest delay in settling with him, 
after ho attains that period, must brand me with 
dishonour. 

1 stand upon the verge of a dreadful abyss, and 
it is in your power only topreservomefrom plunging 
into it; yon, who, like an angel of mercy, may 
bid me live, and save me from destruction. Yet 
Jhin]|, not, In resigning Lord Mortimer^ if indeed 
eudi It resignation shcKhld take place, jeou sacrifice 
^^ottr«ow;n interest-^no, it shall he my grateful care 
secure to yon ittd<«pende&ea; and I am confident,'* 
^ among the maey men t^ou must mee|^ sensible of 
ygnr worth, and enraptured with your charms, you 
may yet select one as calmttated to render'you happy 
bds Mortimer; while he, disappointed of the object 

of 
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hil affections^ will, I have no doubt, without 
lenger hesitation, accept the one I shall again pTo«i 
pose to him. 

But should you determine on giving him up, 
you ask how, and by what means, you can break 
with him, after what has passed, without revealing 
your real motive for doing to him. 

That is indeed a difficulty ; but, after going so 
far,'*! must not hesitate in telling you bow it can be 
removed. You must retire' secretly from his know- 
ledge, and leave no clue behind, by which you can 
be traced. If yon comply with the firtt of my re- 
iquests, but stop short here, you will defeat all that 
yoA* melt^y, your pity, your compassion would do 
to^save me ; since the consequence of any hesitation 
must be a full explanation : and I have already said 
it, and now repeat it iu the most solemn manner^ 
that I will not survive the divulgemeut of my secret ; 
for never — no, never will I Jive humbled in the 
eyes of my son.^ If, then, you comply, comply 
not in part. Pardon me, dear Miss Fitzalan, if 
you think there is any thing arbitrary in my style — 
I would have softened, if 1 could, all 1 had to say ; 
but the time, the danger, the nec^^ssity urged me to 
be e&plicit* I have now, to you, as to q soperior 
^ being, opened my whole heart ; it rests with yt>n 
%hether| I ^all lire to a^ne for iny follies* or by 
one desperate action * tlrmnate theni% ShouM ^ou 
abesf me inercy, unwoMijr as 1 amof Ib^hoald 
* . ^ i' you, 
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jrouj in companion to poor Mortimer^ 
with a reguest which can only sare him froid«th« 
pangs he would feel at a father’s quitting life unhid, 
den^ my gratitude, my admiration, my protection, 
whilst I liTe, will be yours; and the first act of 
my restored life will be to secure you a competence. 
I shall wait with trembling anxiety for your appear- 
ance to-morrow nights till then belifewme 

Your sincere, thongb most unhappy ffiend, 

CttEUBURY.’’ 

The fatal letter fell from Amanda; a mist orer- 
spread her eyes, and she sunk sensUless on her chair t ' 
but the priratioa of her misery was of shfirt ^fra. 
tion, and she recorered as if from a dreadful drea^i. 
She felt cold ; trembling and terrified, she looked 
round the room with an eye ctf apprehension and 
dismay ; bewildf^ed as to the cause of her wretch, 
edi^esa and terror, till the lettW at her feet agaiik 
struck sight, 

Was tfcrh iic( MkBd hendfj as sho 

again examined the cMtftttR, was there no way by 
which did dteadfnl sacrifice it.doemed her to could 
be atoided? Lady Martha and LorduMortimer 
would JboHe their efifbrts to saye (he beaomr of theit 
wityrted reiatire; they would sooth his feelings, 
Mi^wenSld eonpa^ionate hjlii fidlings, thdy \^ould— > ’ 
Silt ‘he staiied in the nMdSf tkMeideat, slarte^ 
||i frota ideas fraaght with 0m and htivror, .as those 

• '* iatai 
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fatal words rushed upon her mind— I will not sur. 
vive, Ihe divulgemeiii of my secret and she found, 
tliat to save the father, she must resign the son. 

How unworthy of such a sacrifice ! Engaged as 
she was to Lord Mortimer, she began to doubt who. 
thor she had a right to make it. What a doubt! 
she shuddered for haring conceired it, and reproach* 
ed herself fof yielding a mSment to the suggestions 
•of tenddraess which had giten rise to it. *She re. 
solred, without a farther struggle, to submit to 
reason and^ virtue ; convinced, that, if accessary to 
Lord Cherbury’s death, oothiog could assuage her 
wretchedness ; and that Ae unhappiness Lord Mor. 
timir would suiFer at losiiig her, would be trifling, 
coispirt^ to that he would feel if he lost his father 
by an act of suici^. 

In my fate,’’ exclaimed she, in a low andbrokon 
accept of despair, ** there is no alternative. 1 subi* 
mit to it wUhout a farther struggle. I dare not call 
upon one being if advise me. 1 febigp bhu^ fheee. 
fore,” she continued, as if Lord CheplAi;]r waa 
really present to hear her resignation; << resign Lord ^ 
Mortimer; but, oh, my God!” raising her hands 
with agoi\jr to Heaven, give me fortitude to bear 
the diorror^ of my situation. Oh* Mortime^ deer, 
invaluable Mortimer,* the hand of f ate is agahist 
' our unif n,^od we part, never/more fU meetf! 
%om the impiitatlodWIigratitudeBiidg^^^ 1 shall 
not be allowed to vhii|||^m no, lain Amu 
pleteiy *the of Xori^herbury, the cruel, 

Ji 4 ' perfidious , 
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perfidious Cherbury, whose treachery, whoslseem- 
ing acquiesfseoce in the wli^es of his son, has gireii 
me joy but to render my misery more acute!*’ 

That Lord Mortimer would impute nlthdtavring 
herself from him to an attachment for Belgrave, she 
was convinced ; and that her fame, as well as pea^e, 
should bo sacrificed to Lord Cherbury, caused such 
a whirl of contending ^passions in Ifer miml, that ' 
reason and reUection, for a few minutes, yielded to 
their Violence, and she reached to i indicate herself 
to Lord Mortimer. This resolution, however, >rhs 
of short continuance; as her subsiding passions 
again gave her power to reflef*t, she was convinced^ 
that by trying to clear herself of an imaginary dime, 
she should cotnmit a real one, since, toeavehet^u 
character, Lord Cb^rbury’s must be stigmatized, 
and the consequence of such an act he had already 
declared; so that uot only by the world, but by her 
own conscience, she should for ever be accused of 
accelerating his (Aatb. ^ 

It*mu4t, it must be made,*’ she wildly cried; 
the sacrifice must be made, aiM Mortimer is lost 
to me for ever !” She finog herself on the bed, and 
passedVbe hours (ill morning in agonies great for 
deadrlption. From a kind of stupefaqj^ion, rather 
Itom sleep, Into which she gradually sunk towards 
^ornti%, she* was aroused fa|fa gen% ijpp at the 
chamber^door, and the iiMp^ Mary , 

ing^her that'Lord was below, and im|te. 

tient for his breakfii|lt«'' o 


Atnaiicia 
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Ami/^nda started from the bed, and hade her tell 
his Lordship she would attend him imnvediatelj. She 
then adjusted her dress, tried to calm her spirits, 
and with uplifted hands and eyes, besought Heaien 
to support her through the trials of the day. 

Weak and trembling, she descended to the par- 
lour. The moment she entered it, -Lord Mortimer, 
shocked and surprised by her altered looks, ex- 
claimed, Gracious Hearen I What is the matter 2’* 
then, feeing the feverish heat of her hands, 
continued, Why, why, Amanda;, had you the 
cruelty to couceal your illness? Proper asiisU 
ance might have prevented ita incseasing to such a> 
dcgr^/’ ,With unutterable tenderness he folded his 
arn|| about hif, and, while her drooping head sunk 
on his bosom, declared he would immediately send 
for the physician who had before attended her.. 

<< Do not,’’ said Amanda, while tears trickled 
down her cheeks, do not,” coatiaued she, in a 
bi oken voice, for he could do me no good.” 

No good !” repeated Lord Moi timer, in a ter- 
rlfitd accent. 

mean,” cried she, recollecting herself, ^ ho 
w ould find it unnecessary to prescribe any thing for 
me, as my illness only proceeds from the agitation I 
suilered yesterday; it male mo pass awindifferent 
night, but quietness to^ay will recover me.” • 

^ Jboicl shortiincr wal^t^ifiiculty persuaded to 
^Iviiup liU intention ; ould be relinquish it till 

, • H \ d-. 
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Aehad prcarited^ if not better before the eri mogf 
to inform Mm, and let tkepkjrsldaa be sent fo^ ^ 
They now satdowa to breftkfast^at which Amao^ 
was anable oithor to preside or eat When oter^ she 
told Lord Mortimer she most retire to her chamber^ 
is lebt wa^ easeniial for her; but between nine and 
tea in the ewenhig i>he would be happy to see him. 
Be tried to persoode fadr that she might reel as well 
upon the sofa in the parlour as in her chamber^ and 
that he might then be allowed to sit with her ; but 
she could not be persuaded to this^ she said, and 
begged he would ezanse seeing her till the time she 
had already mentioned# 

He at last retired with great relaciapoq, but not 
till she several tunes desired him to dp to* ^ 
Amanda now repaired to her chamber, but not to 
indnlgeia the soplneness of grief, though her heart 
felt bursting, but )o settle upon some plan for hex 
future condiet. In the first place, she unmediately 
meant to write to Lord Cherbur^, as the be&t me- 
thod she could take of acquainting him with her 
complxance, and preventing anja conversation J)e» 
tween them, which would now have been insupport* 
abletpher^ ^ 

In ^the next pWe, she designed ac^aioting the 
ik^ress with the sudden alteration in her affairs, 
only cbncealMg from herlho uNBoasiOn of th^t altera* 
tion ; and i/' but one ^jj ^ pyiteryened 
precentaad theoM fijwdlWher joi(cnt»y, meaptl|u> 

* ' lieKeth 
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bes^dli her to think or soiae place lo which aba 
Dwight retire from Lord MortiFier* 

Tot such was the opinloo she kaew the Prioreia 
entertained of Lord Mortimer, that she almost 
dreaded she would impute her resignatioti of him to 
some criminal motive, and abandon her entirely, if 
this should be the rase, and scarcely co^id she be 
surprised* if it*was, she resdlved without delay to go 
ptirately to the neighbouring town, and from thenco 
proceed immediately to Dublin: how she should 
act there, or what would become of her, never en. 
tered her thoughts ; they were wholly engrossed 
about the manner in winch she should leave St. Ca» 
therine’s. » 

Hut she hoped, muchas appearances were against 
her, she should* not be deserted by the Prioress ^ 
Providence, she trusted, would be so compassionate 
to her misery as to preserve her this one friend, who 
could not only assist, but advise her.'* * 

As soon as she had settled the line of cotlduct 
she should pursue, she sat down to pen her renuncia- 
tion of Lord Mortimer, which she did in the fol- 
lowing words 


jrO Ta$ SAAL OF CBERBUnr, ^ 

MY LORD, • 

^ u ’Po yigf wishes I resign my hapiYii* * 
||M^iny happiness, iHpaat ; for it is due to Lord 
Mmimer to declare, that an union with such a cha- 
racter as Sis must havepqpdubed the highest felicity* 

It 
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It is also due to my own to decr^re, that it wp nei- 
ther his rank m r his fortune, but his virtues, which 
i^uenced my inclination in his favour. 

' Happi' had it been for us all, xny Lord, but 
particularly for me, had you continued steady in 
opposing the wishes of your son. My reverence 
for paternal auibgrity is too great ever to have al- 
lowed mo to act in opposition td it ^ I should not 
then, by your aeeming acquiescence to them, have 
been tempted to think my trials all over. 

But 1 will not do away any little merit your 
Lordship may perhaps ascribe to my immediate com- 
pliance with your request, by dwelling upon the 
snfieringsit entail^ on me. 'May the renunciation of 
my hopes be the means of realizing your Lordship’s, 
And may superior fortune bring superior happifiess 
to Lord Mortimer ! 

thank yourdLordship for your intentions re- 
lative to me; but whilst I do so, must assure you, 
bothfiow add for ever, I shall decline having them 
executed for me. ' 

shall not disguise the truth — it would not be 

*■ 

in your Lordship’s power to recompense the sac rlHce 
I have made you; and, besides, pecuniary obliga- 
tions can never tit eas^ upon a feeling riiind, except 
they Ure conferred by those we know vhluc us, and 
, whom we value ourselves. 

I have the houoar to be I . 

Your Lot'dshilp^s obedient servant « 

“ AMANBA FJiTZALAN.’; 

The 
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The tears she had with difficulty restrained while 
^riting, now burst forth. She rose and walked to 
the window^ to try if the air would remove the 
faintness which oppressed her ; from it s|ie perceived 
Lord Mortimer and the Prioress in deep conversa- 
tion, at a little distance from the Convent. She 
conjectured she was their subject*; for as Lord Mor- 
timer retired, tlie PrloreGi, whom she had not seen 
that day before, come into her chamber. After the 
usual salutations, Lord Mortimer has been telling 
me you were ill,” said she: ‘‘ I trusted a lover’s 
fears Lad magnified the danger ; but truly, my dear 
• child, I am sorry to say this is not the case. Tell 
me, my, dear, what is the matter? Surely now, 
more than ever, you should be careful of your 
health.” 

Ob, no,” said Amanda, with a convulsive sob, 
oh, no,” wringing her hands, yon arc sadly 
mistaken !” The Prioress grew alarmed, her limbs 
began to tremble, she was unable to staled, and 
dropping on the nearest chair, besought Amanda, 
in a voice expressive of her feelings, to explain the 
reason of her distress. 

Amanda knelt before ^er. She took her hands, 
she pressed them to her burning forehead jud lips, 
and bedewed them with her tears, while site* ex- 
claimed shp was wretched. '• 

“ iVretched!” 4^epe^ted the Prioress; for 
|leaven’s sake, be explicit — keep lae no longer in 
• > , suspeKse. 



OHILDEBK OF TiSB ABBIT* 

Buspense. You sicken my re^y heart hy yon^' ag!^ 
tation ; it foretela something dreadful It does 
indeed,” said Amanda; it foretels that Lord Mor« 
timer and l||hall Tiever be united.” 

The Prioress started, and surveyed Amanda with 
a look which seemed to say, she believed she had 
lost her senses; then, with assumed composure^ 
begged she would defer ^Iny further explanation of 
her distress till her spirits were in a calmer state. 

1 will not rise,” cried Amanda, taking the 
Prioress’s hand,* which in her surprise she had invo- 
luntarily withdrawn, 1 will not vise till you say, 
that, notn ithstaiiding the mysterious situation in . 
which I am involved, you will continue to be my 
friend. Oh, such an assurance would assuage the 
sorrows of my heart !” 

The Prioress now perceived that it was grief alone 
which disordtred Amanda; but how she had met 
With any cause for grief, ’or what could occasion it, 
were mjltters of astonishment tg her. Surely, my 
dear child,” cried she, should know roe too well 
to desire such an assurance; bnt however mysteri- 
ous her situation may appear to others, shewj^luot, 

I trust and believe, let ^ appear so to me. I wait 
with im^^aticncefor an explanation.” 

It is one of my greatest sorrows,” exclaimed 
Amanda, < that I cannot give snch as explana- 
tion ; no, BO,” she continued, in an agony, %, 
deathbed confession would not airtliorize my telling 

*' you 
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you Ithe oi^easton of Lord Mortimer’s separation 
:^nd mine.” The Prioress now insisted on her taking 
a chair ; and then begged, as far as she could, with* 
out farther delay, she wc^ld let her in||^her situa* 
lion. 

^Amanda imiDediately complied. An unexpected 
obstacle to her union with Lord Mortiiner, shesaid, 
had arisen— on obstacle iiffiich, while compelled to 
submit to it, she was bound must solemnly to con* 
oeal. It was expedient, therefore, she should retire 
from Lord Mortimer, wilhoat gii'lng him the smallest 
intimation of such an intention, lest, if he suspeefed 
Jt, he should inquite too minutely, and, by so do. 
ing, pluQge not only her, but himself, into irreme- 
diable distress. To aToid this, it was necessary all 
but the Prioress should be ignorant of her scheme, 
and by her means she hoped she should be put in a 
way of hudiBg such a place of secrecy and security 
as she required. She iK^songht the Prioress, with 
streaming eyes, not to jpnpiite her resignation #Lord 
Mortimer to any oowonhy motive. To that liearen 
which coukl alone console her for his loss, she ap* 
pealed^^i; her inmeence ; she besought her to be- 
lieve her si^ncere, to pity, l|fit not condemn her ; to 
continue her friend now, when l*er friendshjp was 
most needful, in this her deep distress; anchshe ^s. 
sure^ her,, if it was withdrawn, she beliewed she 
could no longer struggle with her sorrows. 

• The Piioress remained silent for a few minntes, 

’ and theii addressed her^n a solemn voice. . 

' “ I awn, 
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I own, Mi<%s Fitzalan, your conduct appears so 
Inexplicable, so astonishing, that nothing but^thc 
opinion 1 have formed of your character, from see. 
ing the mailer in which jf'ou have acted since left to 
yourself, could pv-event my esteem from being dimU 
nished; but L am persuaded you cannot act from a 
bad motive; therefore, till that persuasion ceases^ 
my esteem can know no diminution From this de. 
claratioii you may be convinced, that, to the utmost 
of my power, I will serve you. Yet, ere you 
finally determine, and require such service, weigh 
well what you are about; consider, in the eyes of 
the world, you are about acting a dishonourable part 
in bieaLing your engagement with Lord Mortimer, 
without assigning some reason for doing so. No. 
thing short of a point of conscience should influ. 
cpce you to this.** 

Nothing shorf of it has,** replied Amanda ; 
therefore pity, and do not aggravate my feelings, 
by polluting out the consequences which will attend 
the sacridc^ 1 am compelled to make; only pro. 
mibe,** taking the Prioress^a hand, only promise, 
in this great and sad emergency, to be my frij|^** 
Her looks, her word8,^iier agonies, stopped short 
all the Prioress >Vas going to say. She thought it 
w opkVi^p barbarity any longer to dwell upon the ill 
ctiDsequeuce of an action whicb she was now con. 
vincul some fatal necessity compelled her to; she 
therefore gave her all the consolation now in hejr 
poorer, by assuring her she should iinmedlatd>y think 

about 
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ab^iit some place for licr io retire to, and would 
kir.>ep kll that had passed between them a profound 
secret. She tlion insisted on Amanda’s lying down, 
and trying to compose herself : she bought her 
drops to take ; and drawing the curtains about her, 
letired from the room. In two liours'she returned ; 
though she entered the chamber softly, Amanda im- 
joedialely dreWback the curtain, and appeared much 
ijsore composed thau whexi the Prioress had left her. 
The good woman would not let her rise, but sat 
down on the b^^d, to tell her what she had contrived 
for her. 

• She had a relation in Scotland, she said, who, 
from reduced circumstances, had kept a shool for 
many years : but, as the infirmities of age came on, 
she was not able to pay so much attention to her 
pupils as their friends thought requisite ; and she 
had only been able to*retain them, by promising to 
get a person to assist her. As she thought her 
cousin, the Prioress, ^ore in the way of procuring 
sach a one than herself, sho had written to her foq| 
that purpose: a clcyer, well-behaved young woman, 
wbo'itprj^ld be ^^blQcd with a small salary, was what 
she wanted- % 

shoold not mention such a place to^you,” 
said the Prioress, but that the necessity %her«? is 
for your immediately retiring from Lord Mortimer, 
leaves me no timoto lookaout for another: but do 
net imagine I wish you to continue there; no, in- 
deed, I should think U a pity suejh talents as yaii 

posses 
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possess should be buried in such obsc jritjr. What 
I think iS} that you can stay there till you grotty 
more composed^ and can look out for a better esta- 
blishment#’ 

not mention my talents^” said Amanda: 
my mind is so enervated by giief, that it will be 
long before 1 can make^any great exertion ; and the 
place you hare mentioned is^ from “its obscurity^ 
just such a one as 1 desire to go to.’* 

There is, besides, another inducement,” said 
the Prioress, namely, its being but a few miles 
from Port Patrick, to which place a fair wind will 
bring you in a few hours from this. 1 know th') 
master of a little wherry, which is perpetually go- 
ing backwards and forwards; he lives in this neigh- 
bourhood, and both be and his wife consider them- 
selves under obligations to me, and will rejoice, 1 
am sure, at an opportunity of obliging me. 1 shall 
therefore send for him this evening, inform him of 
the time )ou wish to go, aid dc^iie his careilihhc 
i leaves you himself at Mrs, Macphcrson*s.” 

Amanda thanked the PHoress, Who proceeded to 
say, that, on the presumption goiil|M|#1ier 

cousin's, ehe ha(] alreiljy written a lett/^r ibr her to 
take^ but wished to know wh<*thcr sh? would be 
niaadi^ed by her own or a fictitious name ? 

^Amanda replied, by a fictitious one ; and, after a 
l^tle consideration, fi!SS^ on iBat of Frances Do- 
n^Id, which the Prioress accoidiugly inserted, and 
then read^ the letter. t 


it xa 
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, ^ ro MUS» MACPnEHSOITw 

^^J)£AR COUSIN, 

‘^The bearer of this letter. Frances 
Donald, is the young person 1 hare proffbred you 
for an assistant in your school. 1 hate known her 
sonve time, and can Touch for her clcTerness and 
discretion. She is well born^and well educated^ and 
has seen better days; but the wheel of Fortune iW. 
continually turning, dM she bears her misfortunes 
with a patience thatt^.^^l8 the best proof she could 
give of a real good*" dispositioL I hate told her 
you give bat ten pounds a-year— her going provei 
slfe is not dissatisfied with the salary. — I am sorry to 
hear you dre troubled with rheumatic pains, and 
hope, when you haye more time to take care of 
yourself, you will grow better. All the Sisters 
join me in thanking you for your ki.iid inquiriea 
after them. We do tolerably' well in the little 
school we keep, and trust our gratitude to Heayen 
for its present goodfies#«<|#lu obtain a cotitiniiauce 
of it. 1 beg to hear from* jrou soon ; 

And am, dear cousin, 

Y<rt|phic«re fricBd, 

♦ • And affedliunatr kinswoman. 

Sl» Catherine's. ^ Elizabeth DERMtix.*' 

I* ha^e not said as much as you deserve,” said 
• the Prioi^ess; but frtlie lot tir does not meet your 
at)pi*\>batioi|^, I will make any alteration yon please 
i» it.” Amanda assured •her it did; and flie Pri-’ 
• oress 
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o.ress then said that Lord Mortimer bad been again 
at the Convent to inquire after her, and was toMsbe 
was better. Amanda said she would not see him till 
thu hour l^ie had appointed for his coming to supper. 
The Prioress agreed, that, as thiqgs were cliaiiged,. 
she was right in being in his company as little as 
possible; and, to prevent her being in his way, she 
should have her dinner and tea in her own room. 
The cloth was accordingly laid in it, nfor would the 
§ood-naturcd Prioress depart till she saw Amanda 
cat something. Sister Mary, she said, was quite 
anxious to come in and perform the part of an aU 
teudant, but was prevented by her. ** 

The distraction of Amanda's thoughts'* was now 
abated, from having every thing adjusted relative to 
her future conduct; aqd the company of the Pru 
oress, who returnql to her as soon as she had dined, 
prevented her losing the little composure she had 
with such difficulty acquired. 

She besought the Priot^s nqt to delay writing 
after her departure, and to relate faithfully every 
thing which happened in consequence of her flight. 
She untreated .J^er not to let a m|||aken coflXp^ion 
for her feclinf|'inf]\iance her to conccaji aty thing; 
as a\ty thing like thd appearanco of concealment in 
Iter letter would only torture her with anxiety and 
anspeiise. 

The Prioress solijpsily proidbed she wodld obey , 
her request ; and Amanda, with tears, regretted ^bat 
wlie was MW unable to recompense the kindness of 
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the Prioress itnd the Sisterhood, as she had lately iii« 
tdnded doing, by Lord Mortimer's desire, as well as 
her own inclination. The Prioress begged her not 
to indulge any regret on that account, as^'tliey con« 
sidered themseWes already liberally recompensed, 
and had besides quite suihcicjit to satisfy their humble 
desires. ^ 

Amanda said she meant to leave a letter on the 
dressing-table for Lord Mortimer, with the notes 
which he had given her, inclosed in it. The pic- 
ture and the ring,” said she, with a falling tear, I 
cannot part with.” For the things which she had 
ordered from the neighbouring town, she told the 
Prioress ^ would leave monioy in her hands, also a 
present for the woman who had been engaged to at- 
tend her to England, as some small recom pence for 
her disappointment. She meant only to take some 
linen and her mourning to Scotland ; the rest of her 
things, including her music and books, at some fu. 
ture and better pewod, might bo sent after her. 

Amanda was indebted to the Sisterhood for three 
months* board and lodging, which was ten guineas; 
of fte ^two hunt||ed pounds which Lord Mortimer 
had given heron leaving CastAs Carherry, one hun. 
dred and twenty pounds remained ; so that, tlihugh 
unable to answer the claims of gratitude, she th|nked 
Heaven shje was able to fulfil those of justice. This 
, she told the Priorelsi^ who iifttantly declared, that, 

. in the nam^ of the whole Sisterhood, she would take 
upon her to refuse any thing from her. Xmanda 

did 
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did not contest the point, being secreHy determined 
hovr to act. The Prioress drank tea with her. Whdn 
over, Amanda said she would lie down, in order to 
try and be composed against Lord Mortimer came. 
The Priorcsr accordingly withdrew, saying she 
should not be disturbed till then. ^ ^ 

By this means Amaijida was enabled to be in rea- 
diness for delirering her letter to Lord Cherbnry at 
the proper hour. Her heart beat with apprehension 
as it approached ; she dreaded Lord Mortimer again 
surprising her amongst the ruins, or some of the nuns 
following her to them. At last the clock gare the 
signal for keeping her appointment. She arose 
trembling from the bed, and opened the door. She 
listened, and no noise announced any one’s being 
near. The moments were precious. She glided 
through the gallecy, and had the good fortune to 
find the hall-door open. She hastened to the ruins, 
and found Lord Cherbnry already waiting there. 
She presented him the letter tn siknee. He receired 
it in the same manner ; but when he saw her turning 
away to depart, he snatched her hand, and, in a 
Toice that denoted the most Tiotot agitathmf ex- 
claimfi^, ^^TelLme, thl! me, Miss Fitcalan, is this 
lettei propitious?” — she replied, in*a fal- 
tering voice. — Then rtay Heaven eternally bless 
you S” cried be, falling at her feet, and wrapping 
Ills arms about her. Bis 'poi|tiile shocked A^manda^ 
and his detention terrified her. ^ 

Let mo jjoj my Lordj” said she; in pity to 
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in mercy to yourself, let me go ; for one moment 
lofiger, and we may be dtscorered.” 

Loi4 Cherbury started up — From whom,’^ cried 
he, can I hear about you?’’— “ From the Pri- 
oress of St. Catherine’s,” replied Amanda, in a 
tre^ibling voices ^^she only will know the secret of 
my retreat.” 

He again sdatched her hand, and kissed it with 
vehemence. Farewell, thou angel of a woman !” 
he exclaimed, and disappeared amongst the ruins. 
Amanda hurried back, dreading every moment to 
meet Lord Mortimer ; bot she neither met him nor 
ariy other person. She had scarcely gained her cham- 
her ere the* Prioress came to inform her his Lordship 
was in^ the parlour. She instantly repaired to it. 
The air had a little changed the deadly hue of her 
complexion, so that, from her looks, be supposed 
her better; and her words strengthened the supposi- 
tion. She talked with him, forced herself to eat 
some supper, and ghecked the tears from falling, 
which sprang to her eyes whenever he mentioned the 
happiness they must experience when united, the 
pleasui'e th^y should enjoy at Thornbury, and the 
delight Lady»Martba and Lady Araipinta would ex« 
perienre whenever they met. • 

Amanda desired him not to come to breakfast thef 
next morning, nor to the Convent till after dinner, 
^as she should be so busy in preparing for her jour. 
ney,«she would have uo time to devote to him« He 
• wanted’ 
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wanlctl to convince her he should not rt'tard Jier pre. 
parafions by coming, but she would not allow tfiis. ’ 
Amanda passed another wretched night? She 
breakfasted in the morning with the nuns, who ex- 
pressed their 'regret at losing her — a regret, how- 
ever, mitigated by the hope of shortly seeing her 
again, as Lord Mortin^er had promised to bring her 
to Castle Carberry as soon as slie had visited his 
friends in p]nglaiid. This was a trying moment for 
Amanda ; she could scatcely conceal her emotions, 
or keep herself from weeping aloud, at the mention 
of a promise never to be fulfilled. She swallowed 
her breakfast in haste, and withdrew to Jier chanV- 
ber, on pretence of settling her things. ‘ Here she 
was immediately followed by tiie nuns, entreating 
they might severally be employed in assisting her. 
She thanked them with her usual sweetness ; but 
assured them no assistance was necessary, as she had 
but few things to pack, never having unlocked tho 
chest which had come from Castlo Carberry, They 
retired on receiving this assurance; and Amanda, 
fearful of another interruption, instantly sat down 
to write her farewell letter to Lord Mortimer. 



« TO LORD MORTIMER* 

MY LORD, 

A destiny, which neither of us can 
control, forbids our union* In vain were obsta- 
cles encountered, and apparently overcome^ one has 
. arisen 
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arisen tc> oppose it, which we .Deyer could hare 
tlrought of ; and in yielding to it, as 1 am compelled 
by dire necessity to do, I find myself separated 
from you, without the remotest hope of our erer 
meeting again, without being allowed to justify my 
coi\duct, or ofler one excuse which might, in some 
degree, palliate the abominable ingratitude and de« 

' ceit I may apf^ear guilty of — appear, I say, for in 
reality my heart is a stranger to either, and is now 
agonized at the sacrifice it is compelled to make : 
but I will not hurt your Lordship's feelings by 
dwelling on my own sufferings. Already hare 1 
CM 2 sed you too much pain, but never again shall I 
cross your path, to disturb your peace and shade 
your prospect of felicity ; no, my Lord, remoyed 
to a tedious distance, the name I loye no more will 
sink upon my ear, the delusive form of happiness 
no more wdll mock me. 

Had eyery thing turned out according to my 
wishes, perhaps happiness so great, so unexpected, 
might haye produced a dangerous reyolution in my 
sentiments, and withdrawn my thoughts too much 
from hcayen to ekrth : if so, oh, blessed be the . 
Power that spatched from my^lips (he cup of joy, 
ihoagh at the ^ury moment 1 was tasting the* de- 
lightful beyerage ! * 

1 cannot bid you pity me, though I kuow my- 
^ iielf deserving of compassion ;#1 cannot bid you for- 
bear* condemning me, though I know myself unde- 
, slbrving of* censure* ^Indhis letter I enclbse the' 

VOL* III. »i notes 

• '¥ 
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Tiotes 1 received from your Lordship; t^c picture 
Rnd ring 1 have retained — they wiJI soon be my only 
vestiges of former happiness. Faro well, Lord Mor- 
•timer ; dear and invaluable friend, farewell for ever ! 
May that peace, that happiness you so truly deservo 
to possess, be yours ! and may they never again 
meet with such interpuptious as they have received 
•from the unfortunate 

AMANDA FITZALAN.’’ 

This leller was blistered with her tears. She laid 
it in a drawer till evening, and then proceeded to 
pack whatever she me-ant to take with her in a lihlc 
.trunk. In the midst of this business, the Prioress 
came in to inform her she had seen the master of the 
•wherry, and settled every thing with him. Jle not 
only promised to4)e secret, but to sail the following 
morning at four o'clock, ai.d conduct her himself 
to Mrs. Maepherson’s. About three he was to 
come to the Convent for her: had also promised 

te provide every thing necessary on board for her. 

Matters being thus arranged, Amanda told the 
Prioress, to avoid suspicion, she would leave the 
money slie ki(eudcd' for the w^oman ,who had been 
engaged .io accompany her to England, on her 
' dressing-table, with a few lines purporting who it 
irfu for. The Prioress approved of her doing so, as 
it would rpreveiit any oue from suspecting she was^ 
privy to kcr departure. She was obliged to»leave 
her directly ; and AmaEda took the opportunity of 
• putting 
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putting fifteen guineas hi a paper — fire for the 
'n oma 11 and ton for the nuns* She nished to do more 
for them, but feared to obey the dictates of gene* 
rosity, while her own prospect of provision was so 
uiicertahi. She wrote as follows to the Prioress ; 

TO MRS. DEttMOr. 

DEAR MADAM, 

Were my situation otherwise than 
it now is, bo assured I never would have offered the 
trifle you will find in this paper, as any way adequate 
to the discharge of my debt. To you and youramU 
able companions 1 regret niy inability, more than I 
eaii express, of proving my gratitude to you and 
them for all your kindnesses : never will they be 
oblitorafed from my remembrance; and he who has 
promised to r(‘gard those who befriend the orphan, 
uill rew ard you for them. I have also left five gui- 
n(‘as for fhe woman you were so good as to engage 
to attend me to England. 1 trust she will think 
tlioin a suflicient recoro pence for any trouble or 
ujipoiiitment 1 may have occasioned her. 

Farewell, dear Mrs. Dermot! — dear and amiable 
iuhiibitants oT St. Catherine’s, farewell! AsAmandla 
will never fo^rget you in hers^ so never let . 

forgotten in your orisons, and never cease to believe 

liCT • 

Grateful, sincere, and afiectionatc, 

• A. FITZALAK.” 

• • 
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By this time she was summoned to^dinper. Her 
spiriis were sunk in the lowest dejection at the idta 
of leading the amiable women who had been so kind 
to her ; and, above all, at the idea of the last sad 
evening she was to pass with Lord Morlimor. His 
Lordship came early to the Convent, The dejected 
looks of Amanda immediately struck him, and re- 
newed all his apprehensions about her health. She * 
answered his tender inquiries by saying she was fa- 
tigued. 

. Perhaps,” said he, you would like to rest 
one day, and not commence your journey to. 
morrow?” — No, no,” cried Amanda; it sh*rll 
not be deferred. To-morrow,” continued she, with 
a smile of anguish, 1 will commence it.” 

Lord' Mortimer thanked her for a resolution he 
imagined dictated Nby an ardent desire to please him; 
but at the same time again expressed his fears that she 
was ilL 

, Amanda perceived that if she did not exert herself, 
her dejection would lead him to inquiries she would 
find it difficult to evade; but as to exert herself was 
impossible, in order to withdraw his attention in 
some 4egree from herself, she proposed, that, as 
^lis ftas the last evening they would ba at the. Con- 
Yfiiit,,tlKy should invite the nuns to drink tea with 
them. Lord Mortimer immediately acquiesced in 
the proposal and the favitation being sent, was ac- ^ 
eepted. 


Bui . 
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But tl\p conversation of the whole party was of a 
melancholy kind. Amanda was so much beloTed 
among them, that the prospect of losing her filled 
them with a regret, which even the idea of seeing her 
soon again could not banish. About nine, which 
wafi their hour for prayers, they rose to retire, and 
would have taken leave of Lord Mortimer, had he 
' not informed tlfem, that, on ]^iss Fitzalan's account, 
he would not commence the journey next day till 
ten o’clock, at which time he would again have the 
pleasure of seeing them. 

When they withdrew, he endeavoured to cheer 
Avnanda, and besought her to exert her spirits. Of 
his own accord, he said he would leave her early, 
that she might get as much rest as possible against 
the ensuing day. He accordingly rose to depart* 
What an agonizing moment for Amanda, to hear, 
to behold the man so tenderly beloved, for the last 
time ! to think, that ere that hour the next night, 
she should be far ^ far away from him — considered 
as a treacherous and ungrateful creature — despised, 
perhaps execrated, as a source of perpetual disquiet 
and sorrow to him! Her heart swelled at those 
ideas with fqelings she thougl^ would burst it; and 
when |ie folded her to his bosom, and bade hej* be 
cheerful against the next morning, she invoIuutan]}» 
returned the pressure, by straining him to her^ieart 
in convulsive agitation, whilst a shower of ^tears 
burst from her. Lord Mortimer, shocked and sur. 
prised at these tears and eipotions. reseated her, for- 
i g ' her - 
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ilor agitation Mas conlagious, and ircinblod so 
much he could not support her ; then throwing him- 
self at her feet, My Amanda, my beloved girl,’* 
he cried, what is the matter ? is any wish of your 
heart yet unfulfilled : if so, Jet no mistaken notion of 
delicacy influence } ou to conceal it. Oh your hap- ‘ 
piuess, you know, mine depends * tell me, there- 
fore, 1 entreat, 1 conjiirc you, tell eic, is there any 
thing I can do to restore you to cheerfulness ?’^ 

Oh, no,” said Amanda; all that a mortal 
could do to serve me, you have already done 1 and 
my gratitude, and the fervent sense I have of the 
obligations I lie under to you, I cannot fully 
press. May Heaven,” raising her streaming eyes, 
may Heaven recompense your goodness, by be- 
stowing the choicest of its blessings on you!” — 
That,” said ^.ord Mortimer, half smiling, it 
^as already done, in giving } on to mf‘, for you are 
the choicest blessing it could bestow. Hut tell me 
what has dejected you in this manner? sonietiiing 
more than fatigue, 1 am sure.” 

Amanda assured him he was mistaken; and, fear- 
ful of hisfurther inquiries, told him she only waited 
for his departure to* retire to rest, \fhich she was 
convinced would do her good. 

^ yiiord Mortimer instantly rose from Us kneeling 
* posttire : Farewell then, my dear Amanda,” 

cried he; farewel[! and be w'ell arid cheerful 
against the morning.” ' ^ 

She ipressed his hand, between hers,* and laying 

her 
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Wr cold wet fheek upon it, “ Farewell!’* said she ; 

wjjeii *wc next meet, I shall, I trust, be cheer- 
ful;” fur in Heaven alone, thought she at that mo« 
ment, shall we ever meet again. 

On the spot in which he left her, Amanda stood 
motionless, till she heard the hall-door close after 
him: all composure then forsook her; and,- in an 
agony of team's and sobs, %hc threw herself on the 
seat he had occupied. The good Prioress, guessing 
what her feelings at this minute must be, was at 
hand, and came in with drops and water, which she 
forced her to take, and mingled the tears of sym-> 
pathy w ilh hers. 

Her soothing attentions in a little time had the ef- 
fect sho'desired : they revived, in some degree, her 
unhappy young friend, who exclaimed, that the 
severest trial she could ever possibly experience was 
iioAV over.” — “ And will, I trust and believe,*’ re- 
plied the Prioress, even in this life be yet re- 
warded.” 

ft was agreed^hat Amandas should put on her ha- 
bit, and be prepared against the man came for her. 
TJte Prioress promised, as soon as the house was at 
rest, to follow her to her ^chamber. Amanda ac- 
cordingly went to her apartment, and put on her 
travelling dress. She was soon followed By the 
Prioress, who brought i«i bread, wine, agd cold 
chicken*: but the full heart of Amanda would not 
allow her to partake of tliem ; and her tears, in 
spite of* her ciforts to restrain them^ again burs^ 
I 4 * forth. 
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forth. She was sure^ she said, the Pdorcss would 
iuimediately let her know, if any intelligenc?? ar- 
rived of her brother ; and she again besought her to 
write as soon as possible after her departure, and to 
be minute. 

She left the letters, one for Lord Mortimer, and 
the other for the Prioress, on the table * .and then, 
with a kind of melanclioly impatience, ^waited for 
the man, who was punctual to the appointed hour of 
three, and announced his arrival by a tap at the 
window. She instantly rose, embraced the Prioress in 
silence, who, almost as much affected as herself, had 
only power to say, ^^God bless you, my dear child; 
and make you as happy as you deserve to be!*’ 

Amanda shook her head mournfully, as if to say, 
she expected no happiness; and then, softly step, 
ping along the gallery, opened the liall-doov, where 
she found the man waiting. Her little trunk was 
already lying in the hall ; she pointed it out to him ; 
and as soon as he had taken it, they departed. No- 
▼cr did any being feel more forlorn than Amanda 
now did ; what shefelt on quitting the Marchioness’s, 
was comparatively happiness to what she now en- 
diH^; she then looked forward to the protection, 
comlort, and support of Render parent,; now she 
had nothing in view whicl^Buld in the leas^icheer nr 
alleviate her feelings. ^Bpast her mournful eyes 
around; and the objects sW beheld heightened, if 
possible, her anguish. She beheld the old tr^^es 
which shqded the grave of Jier father waving in the 

morning 
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morning breeze; and, oh, how fervently at that 
moment Hid she wish that by his side she was laid 
beneath their shelter! She turned from them with a 
heart-rending sigh, which reached the ear of the 
man, who trudged before her. He instantly turned ; 
and seeing her pale and trembling, told her he had 
an arm at her service, which she gladly accepted, 
being scarcely, able to supfkort herself. A small 
boat was waiting for them about half a mile above 
Castle Carberiy ; it conveyed them in a few minutes 
to the vessel, which the master previously told her 
would be under weigh directly. She was pleased to 

/ind his wife on board, who conducted Amanda to the 

• ^ 

cabin, where she found breakfast laid out with neat* 
ness for her. She took some tea and a little bread, 
being almost exhausted w4th fatigue. Her compa- 
nion, irapi|ting her dejection to fears of crossing the 
sea, assured her the passage wouM be very short; 
and bade her observe how plainly they could see the' 
Scottish hills, now partially gilded by the beams of 
the rising sun : but, beautiful as they appeared, 
Amanda’s eyes were turned from them to a more ■ 
beautiful object — Castle Carberry. She asked the 
woman if she^thought the Castle could be seen from^ 
the opposite coast, and she replied in the nega^ve» 

I am so|^ for it,” said Amanda, mournfully.* 
She continued at the window, for the melancholy- 
pleasure of* contemplating It, tjll compelled by sick* 
Hess to lie down on the bed. The woman attended 
her with tlfe most assiduous care; and aboiit four > 
X 5 o’clock 
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o’rJock in the afternoon^ her iho^ ]iad 

reached Port Patrick. AmdHTarosc ; and sending 
for the master, told him, as sh^did not xvisli to go 
40 an inn, she would thank him to hire a chaise to 
carry her directly to Mrs. -Maepherson’s. He said 
fihe should be obcj^ed ; and Amanda having settled 
with him for the I'.assage, he went on shore for that 
purpose, and soon ret^trned to iufor^ her a carriage 
was ready. Amanda hnyliig thanked his wife for Iter 
kind attention, stepped into the boat, and entered 
the chaise the moment she lauded. Her companion 
told her he was well acquainted with Mrs. Maephorson^ 
having frequently carried packets from Mrs. Deniuit 
to her. She lived about five miles from Port Patrick, 
he said^ and near the sea coast. They accordingly 
soon reached her habitation; it was a small low 
house, of a gi^yish colour, situated in a field a!, 
most covered with thistles, and divided from the 
road by a ragged-looking wall. The sea lay at a 
small distance from it ; the coast hereabouts was ex. 
tremely rocky, and the prospdet on every side w ild 
and dreary in the extreme. 

Amanda’s companion, by her desire, went first 
into the house, to jjrcpare Mrs. Macpliersoii for 
her reception, lie returned in a fewf minutes; and 
felling her she was happy at her arriVal, cdiiductt d 
7iei«into the houst‘. From a narrow passage they 
turned into a small gloomy.looking parlour, wwth a 
clay floor. Mrs. JVfacphcrson was sitting in an old*, 
fashiqncd arm-chair. Her face was sharp and mea- . 

gee;* 
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gre; her staturm^Vy and^ like Otway’s ancient 
b'eldame*, doublec^Rch age. Her gown was grey, 
stufi ; and though she was so low, it was not long 
enough to reach her ancle. Her black silk apron 
was curtailed in the same manner ; and over a little 
mob cap, she wore a handkerchief tied under her 
chin. She just nodded to Amanda on her entrance; 
and putting on a pair of large spectacles, surrey ed 
her without speaking. Amanda presented J^rs. 
Dermot’s introductory letter; and then, though un- 
bidden, seated herself on the window-seat till she 
had perused it. Her trunk in the mean time was 
brought in, and she paid for the carriage, requesting 
at the same time the master of the ressel to wait till 
she had heard, what Mrs. Macphersoii would say. 
At length the old lady broke silence, and her voice 
was quite as sharp as her face. 

So, child,” said she, again surveying Amanda; 
and then, elevating her spectacles, to have a better 
opportunity of speaking, why, to be sure, I 
did desire my codsin to get me a young person ; but 
not one so young, so very young as you appear to 
be.” — Lord bless you I” said the man, if that 
is a fault, why, it is one that will mend every day.’* 
— Aye, aye,” cried the old dame,^ “ but it will 
mend a little too slow for me. However, chfld, as 
you arc so well recommended, 1 will try yoi^ My 
cousin says something of your being well bom, and 
having seen better days: however^ child, 1 telk'yw^ 
• z 6 beforehand^ 
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beforehand, I shall not oonsider ^hatyou have been, 
but vrhat you are now ; I shal! therefore expect yo'u 
to be mild, regular, and attentive*— no flaunting, no 
gadding, no chattering ; but staid, sober, and mo- 
dest.” — Bless yofir heart,” said the roan^ if you 
look in her face, you will see she’ll be allyou desire.” 
— Aye, aye, so you ‘may say; but I should be 
very sorry to depend uf on the protni^ of a face — 
like the heart, it is often treacherous and deceitful ; 
so pray, young woman, tell me, and remember, I 
expect a conscientious answer, whether you think 
you will be able to do as I wish Yes, Ma- 

dam,” replied Amanda, in a voice almost, choked 
by the variety of painful emotions she experinnccd. 

(iien^ we'are agreed, as you know the 
salary I give.” The master of the vessel now took 
liis leave, never having been asked by Mrs. Mac- 
pherson to take any refreshment. 

The heart of AVianda sunk within her, from fhr* 
moment she entered Mrs. Maepherson’s door. Siio 
shuddered at being left with so unsocial a being, in a 
place so wild and dreary : a h’ovel near St. Cathe- 
rine's she would have thought a palace, in point of 
real comfort, to her present habitation, as she then 
could have e^l^ed the soothing society of the tender 
and amiable nuns. The presence of the master of 
the vessel, from the pity and concern he manifested 
for her, had something consolatory in it ; and when 


be left the room, she' burst into tears, as if then, 
' o and 
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and not till then, she had been utterly abandoned. 
She hastily followed him out — Give my love, my 
best love,” said she, sobbing violently, and laying 
h(^r trembling hand on his, to Mrs. Derniot; 
and tell her, oh tell her to write directly, and give 
me some comfort !” — You may depend on my 
cToing so,” replied he ; but cheer up, my dear 
young ladyl What thou|h the old dame in the 
parlour is a little cranky, she w ill mend, no doubt ; 
so Heaven bless }ou, aiid make you as happy as 
you deserve to he!” 

Sad and silent, Amanda returned to the parlour, 
and seating herself in the window, strained her eyes 
after llio carriage which had brought her to this dis- 
mul spot. 


CHAP. IX. 


Ol jo^’S (Irpartetl, iirvcr to return, 

How bitter the reiiiciiibriiticc I Blair. 

r 

n* 

Well, child,” sard Mrs. Maepherson, do ypu 
choose to take any thing?”— J thank yoai, Ma- 
dam,” sepJied Amanda, I should like a little tea.” 
— Oh ! as to tea, 1 have just taken my own, and 



18^ CIIILDREK OF THE ABBEY. 

the things arc all washed, and put by ^ but if you 
like a glass of spirits and water, and a crust of bread, 
you may hare it.” — Amanda said she did not* — 

Oh ! very well,” cried Mrs. Maepherson ; I 
shall not press you, for supper will soon be ready,” 
She slien desired Amanda to draw a chair near hers, 
and began torturing Irt with a variety of minute 
and trifling questions, rfelative to herscifj the nuns, 
and the neighbourhood of St. Catherine's. 

Amanda briefly said, her father had been in tlie 
army, that many disappoiiitmenfs and losses had 
prevented his making any protlsiou for her, and that 
on his death, which happened in the neighbourhood 
of the Convent, the nuns had taken her, out of com- 
passion, till she procured an ostablishment for herself* 
— Aye, and a comfortable one you have procured 
yourself, I promise you,” said Mrs, Maepherson, 
it is not your own fault.” She then told 
Ainandu, she would amuse her by shewing her her 
house, and other concerns. This indeed was easily 
done,, as it consisted but of the pa/iour, two closets 
adjoining it, and the kitchen on the opposite side of 
the entry; the other concerns were a small garden 
planted with kail, and the field covered widi this- 
tles. ^ “ A good comfortable tenement ihis,” cried 
Mrs. Maepherson, shaking her head with much sa- 
tisfaction, as she I6aned upon her ebony. headed 
cane, and cast her eyes around* She bade< Amanda 
admire the fine prospecA before tlio door; and calling 

‘ to 
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a red-haired and bare-legged girl, desired her to 
cut soVie thistles lo put into the firej and hasten the 
boiling of the kail. On reluming lo the parlour, ' 
she unlocked a press, and took out pair of coarse 
brown sheets to air for Amanda. She herself slept 
in one closet, and in the other was a bed for Amanda, 
*biiJ on a lialf-decay<Hl bedstead, without curtains, 
niid cuverei^l with a blue*^fufl' quilt: the closet was 
lighted by one small window, which looked into the 
garden; and ils furniture consisted of a broken 
eh^ir,^ri^{jlliii^ecc of looking-glass stuck to the wall. 

The promised supper Avas at length served ; it 
consisted of a few heads of kail, some oaten bread, 
a Jug of water, and a small phial half full of spi- 
rifs, which Amanda would ii )t taste, and the old lady 
herself took but sparingly ; tiny were lighted by a 
small candle, which, on retiring to their closets, 
Mis. i\lacpliersj)n cut between them. 

Amanda felt relieved by being alone. She could 
now without restraint indulge her tears, and her rc- 
licdle.ris. ThJt she could never enjoy any satisfac- 
tion with a b( ing so ungracious in her manners, and 
so contracted in her notions, she foresaw; but dis- 
agr( cable as her situatioi^ must be, she felt inclined 
to continue in it, f.oin the idea of its giving her 
more opportunities of hearing from Mrs. Dtvmot 
than she could have in almost any other place, and 
by tlKise opportunities alone could she expect to 
hair of Lord Mortimer; and to hear of him, even 
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in the most trifling circumstance^ though diTided, 

for everdirided from him, would be a soured of ex- 

' * 

quisite, though melancholy, pleasure. 

To think she. should hear of him, at once soothed 
and fed her melancholy ; it lessened the violence of 
sorrow, yet, without abating its intenscncss, it gave 
a delicious sadness to her soul, she thought would 
be ill exchanged for any^elings short of those she 
must have experienced, if her wishes had been ac- 
complished. She enjoyed the pensive luxury of vir- 
tuous grief, which mitigates the sharpj|K|J|^ 

With gracious drops 
Of cordicil pleasure, 

and which Akensidc so beautifVilly describes ; nor 
can I . forbear quoting the lines he has written to il- 
lustrate this truth ; 

Ask the faitliful youth. 

Why the cold uin of her whom long he lov’d 
So often nils his anus, so often draws 
His lonely footsteps, at the silent hour, 

To paj tlie mournful tributeof his tdLrs? 

Oh, he will tell thee that the wealth of worlds 
Should ne’er seduce his bosom to forego 
T^at sacred hour, when, stealing from the noise 
Of care and envy, swfet remembrance sooths, 

ft* 

With virtue’s kindest looks, his aching heart. 

And turns bis tears to rapture! 

Fatigued by the contending emotions she expe- 
rienced, as well as the sickness she went through at 
sea, Amanda soon retired to her flock -bed, and fell 
into. ^ profound slumber, iii which she continued 

till 



CHILDREN OP THE ABllEY. 


185 


fill roused in* the morning by the bhrill voice of Mrs. 
Macplierson, exclaiming, as she rapped at the door, 
‘‘Come, come, Frances, it is lime to rise.” 

Amaiida started from her sleep, forgetting both 
the name she had adopted, and the place where she 
wa^j but Mrs. Macplierson again calling her to 
rise, restored her to her reC|pllection. She replied, 

* she would attend her directly ; and hurrying on her 
clothes, was with her in a few minutes. She found 
the old lady seated at her breakfast-table, who, in- 
stead of returning her salutation, said, that, on ac- 
count of her fatigue, she excused her lying so long 
in«bed this morning, for it was now eight o’clock ; 
but in future she should expect her to rise before six 
in the summer, and seven in winter; adding, as there 
was no clock, she would rap at the door for that 
purpose every morning. 

Amanda assured her she was fond of rising early, 
and always accustomed to it. The tea was now 
poured out; it w%s of the worst kind, and sweet- 
ern d with coarse brown sugar: the bread was oaten, 
and there was no butter. Amanda, unused to such 
unpalatable fare, swallowed a little of it with diffi- 
culty; and then, with some* hesitation, said she 
should-prefermilk to tea. Mrs. Maepherson frowned^ 
exceedingly . at this; and, after continuing silent a 
few minutes, said, she had really made tea for two 
people, and she could not think of having it wasted : 
besidfjs, shc^ added, the economy of her house was so 
seUled, that she could not^iiifringe it for any* one — 
» she 
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slic kept no cow herself, and only took in as much 
milk as served her tea and an old tabby cat. ^ 
Amanda replied, it was of no consequence, and 
Mrs. Macplierson said, index'd she supposed so, and 
muftered something of people giving tliemst lves airs 
they had no preteusions to. The tea-table was re- 
moved before nine, when the school began ; it con- 
sisted of about thirty girls, mo6t of them daughters , 
to farmers in the neighbourhood. Amanda and they 
being introduced to each other, and she being pre« 
vioiisly informed what they were taught, was de- 
sired to commence the task of histnicting them en- 
tirely herself thatday, asMrs. Macplierson wanted ,tu 
observe her manner — a most unpleasant task indeed 
for poor Amanda, whose mind and body were both 
harassed by anxiety and fatigue. As she had undtT- 
takeii it, however, she resolved to go through it 
with as much chc^erfulriess and alacrity as possible. 
She accordingly acquitted herself to the satisfaction 
of Mrs. Maepherson, who only found fault with 
her too great gentleness, saying the children would 
jiev( r fear her. At two the school broke up; and 
Amanda, almost as much deliglitc'd as the children 
to be at liberty, v/as iHinniiig into the garden, to try 
if t^le air w ould be of use to a very violent head, 
'aeh, wnen she was called back, to put the forms 
and 6tlier things in order. She coloured, and stood 
motionless, till rtcolfecting, tliat if she 'refused to 
obey Mrs. Maepherson, a quarrel would probably* 
ensue, ( which, circumstanced as she wks, without 
* , knowing 
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]|>novkin^ wJiore to go to, would be dreadful, she 
silpBtly performed what she had heon desired to do. 
Dinner was then brought in: it was as simple and as 
sparing as a Bramhi could d(‘sirc it to be. When 
over, Mrs. Maepherson composed herself, to take a 
lyip ill the large chair, without making any kind of 
apology to Amanda. 

Left at liberty, Amanda would now have walked 
out; but it had just begun to rain, and every thing 
looked dreary am) desolate. From the window in 
which she pensively sat, she had a view of the sea ; 
it looked black and tempestuous, and she could dis« 
Jilnguish its aw'ful and melancholy roaring as it dashed 
against the rocks. The little servant girl, as she 
cleaned the kitchen, sung a dismal Scotch ditty ; so 
that all conspired to oppress the spirits of Amanda, 
with a dejection gr(;ater than she had ever before ex;- 
pcrieiiced : all hope was now extinct ; the social ties 
of life seemed broken, never more to be reunited. 
.She had now no father, no friend, no lover, as here- 
tofore, to sootli her feelings, or alleviate her sor- 
rows. Like the poor Jielvidera, she might have said, 
There was a. time, 

Her Li'ies aii^ sorrous 

Were iiot desspisM, wlien, if ihe ehanc'tl to sigh. 

Or but looked sad, a friend or parent * 

Would have tii’en her in his arms 

Eas’d her declining he^d upon tiicir breasts, * 

•And never left her lill h| found the cause ; 

But now, let her wccjt seas, 

t>v till she rend the earili, sigli till she burst 

Her heart asunder, ^he is di'^regarded ! 

lake 
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Like a tender sapling transplanted frGm ifs iiatiTO 
soil, she seemed to stand alone, exposed to e/ery 
adverse blast. Her tears gushed forth, and fell in 
showers down her pale cheeks. She sighed forth 
the name of her father ; Oh, dear and most be- 
nignant of men !” she exclaimed, “my father ard 
rny friend ! were you Jiving, I should not be so 
wretched — pity and consolation would then be 
mine ! Oh, my father, one of the dreariest ca- 
verns in yonder rocks would be an asylum of 
comfort, were you with me! But I am selfish in 
these regrets, certain as 1 aih, that you ex- 
changed this life of wretchedness for one of eterna’ 
peace — for one where you were again united to your 
Malvina.’^ 

Her thoughts adverted to what Lord Mortimer, 
in all probability, now thought of her; but this 
was too dreadful ^o dwell upon, convinced as she 
was, that from appearances he must think most un. 
favourably of her. His picture, v'hich hung in her 
bosom, she drew out; she gazed with agonizing ten. 
derness upon it; sbe;^ pressed it to her lips, and 
prayed for its original. From this indulgence of 
sorrow she was disturWd by the waking of Mrs. 
Macphersoii. She hastily wiped away, her tears, 
hid the beloved picture. The evening passed' 
most disagreeably — Mrs. Maepherson w'as tedious 
and Inquisitive in her discourse ; and it was almost as 
painful to listen as to answer her. Amanda was 
happy w hen the hour for retiring to bcd.arrivcd, and 

' relieved 
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relieved^ Iicft from what might be called a kind of 
mental bondage. 

Such was the first day Amanda passed in her new 
habitation ; and a week elapsed in the same manner 
without any Tariation^ expect that on Sunday she 
had a cessation from her labours, and went to the 
kirk with Mrs. Maepher^n. At the end of the 
week she found herself so extremely ill, from the 
fatigue and confinement she endured, as Mrs. Mac- 
pherson would not let her walk out, saying, gadders 
were good for nothing, that she told her, except 
allowed to go ouf e^ery evening, she must leave 
her, as she could not bear so sedentary a life. Mrs. 
Maepherson looked disconcerted, and grumbled a 
good deal ; but as Amanda spoke in a resolute 
manner, she was frightened, lest she should put her 
threats into execution, she w'as so extnmiely useful 
ill the school ; and at last told her she might take 
as much exercise as she pleased every day after 
dinner. ^ 

Amanda gladly availed herself of this permission. 
She explored all the romantic pe^ths about the house; 
but the one she chiefly di.lightcd to take was that 
which led fU) the sea. She loved to ramble about 
the bcachs— when fatigued, to sit down upon the 
fragment of a rock, and look towards the opposite 
shore. Vainly then would she try to discover some 
of the objects she knew so* well: Castle Carberry 
wa> utterly undistinguishable ; but she knew the 
. • • sTpot 
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spot on which it stood, and deriyod nio^ancholy 
pleasure from looking that way. 

In these retired rambles she would freely indulge 
her tears, and gaze upon the picture of Lord Mor- 
timer. She feared no observation — the rocks formed 
a kind of recess about her, and in going to them she 
seldom met a creature. ^ 

A fortnight passed in this way, and she began to 
feel surprise and uneasiness at not hearing from Mrs. 
Dermot; if much longer sil#nt, she resolved on writ- 
ing, feeling it impossible to endure much longer the 
agony her ignorance of Lord Mortimer’s proceed- 
ings gav(‘ her. The very morning previous to tlfc 
one she had lixcd for writing, she saw a sailor com- 
ing to the house; and believing he was the bearer of 
a letter to her, she forgot every thing but her feel- 
ings at the momoijt, and starting from her scat, ran 
from the room. She met him a few yards from th(‘ 
house, and then perceived he was one of the sailors 
of the vessel she had come over ifu You have a 
letter for me, I hope ?” said Amanda. The man 
nodded, and fumbling in his bosom for a moment, 
pulled out a large packet, winch Amanda snatched 
with eager transport from him; and knowing she 
c^uld not attempt to bring him into the iious'6 for 
refreshment, gave bim a crown to procure it else- 
where, which he received with thankful pess, and 

ft , 

departed. She then returned to the parlour, and 
was hastening to her closet to read (he letter, wlien 
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Mrs. Mgicplferson stopped her ; Heyday !” cried 
shC)* what is the matter? what is all this fuss 
about? Why, one would think that w^as a love- 
letter, you are so eager to read it.” — It is not, 
I can assure you,” said Amanda. — Well, well ; 
and who is it from r” Amanda reflected, that 
if she «aid from Mrs. D^rmot, a number of im- 
pertinent questions would be asked her ; she there- 
fore replied, ^^From a very particular friend.” 
— From a very particular friend! 'Well, I sup- 
pose there is nothing about life or death in it, fo 
you may wait till after dinner to read it ; and pray 
^t down now, and hear the children their spcllitig 
lessons.” This was a tantalizing moment to Amaiu 
da; she stood hesitating wdiethcr she should obey; 
till reflecting, that if she went now to read the 
packet, she should most probably be interrupted 
ere she had got through half the contents, she re- 
solved on putting it up till after dinner. The mo- 
ment at last cam« for Mrs. Maepherson’s usual naj) ; 
and Amanda instantly hastened to a recess amongst 
the rocks, where seating herself, she broke the seal. 
The envelope contained two letters ; the first she cast 
her eyes upon was direclodin Lord Cherbury’s hand. 
She irembled, tore it open, and read as folloVs : 

TO MISS FlTZALAS. 

• In vain, my dear Madam, do you sa.y 
. y dll neref will receive pecuniary favours from me. 

? It 
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It is not yon, but I, who should lie ntidcr^ oblij^a- 
tions from their acceptance. I should deem nvyself 
the most ungrateful of mankind, if I did not insist 
on carrying this point. I am just returned to Lou- 
don, and shall immediately order my lawyer to draw 
up a deed, eutitlingyouto three hundred pounds 
yeaf ; which, when coif plefed, I shall transmit to 
the Prioress, as I hare this letter td send to you. 
I am sensible, indeed, that I ncYcr can recompense 
the sacrifice you hare made me. The feelings it has 
excited, I shall not attempt to express, because Ian- 
guagc could nerer do them justice; but you may 
conceire what I must feel for the being who has pra. 
serred me from dishonour and destruction. I am 
informed Lord Mortimer has left Ireland, and there- 
fore daily expect him in town. I hare now not only 
every hope, but every prospect, of his complying 
with my wishes. ^This, 1 imagine, will be rather 
pleasing to you to hear, that you may know the sa- 
crifice you have made has not beei\ in vain, but will 
be attended with all the good consequences I ex- 
pected to derive from it. I should again enjoy a to- 
lerable degree of peace, were I assured you were 
happy : but this is an assurance I will Ivope soon to 
receiw); for if you are not happy, whq l^as a right 
t£ expect being so ? you, whose virtue is so pure, 
whose *generesity is so noble,, so heroic, so far su- 
perior to any I have evf r met with. ^ 

That in this world, at well as the next, you 
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HiBjr be rewarded for is, dear Madam, the tin« 
eere ^wisli of him who has the honour to subscribe 
him&clf, 

Your most grateful, most obliged, 

And most obedient humble serrant, 

CUEUBURY.’* 

^‘Unfeeling man!” exclaimed Amanda, how 
little is ^'Our heart interested in what you write, and 
how slight do you make of the sacrifice I hare made 
you — how cruelly mention your hopes, which are 
derived from the destruction of mine! No, sooner 
T^ould I M under from door to door for charity, than 
bo indebted to your ostentatious gratitude for sup. 
port — you, whose treachery and vile deceit have 
lulned my happiness!” She closed the letter, and 
committing it to her pocket, took up the other, 
which she saw by the direction was from her dear 
Mrs. JDermot. 

•I 

TO Miss DONAID. 

Ah, my dear child, why extort a pro* 
miso from me of being minute in relating every thing 
which happened in consequeifce of your departure—^ 
a prqmisq sq solemnly given, that I dare not fecede 
fiom it; yet most unaillingly do I keep it, sensible 
as I am that the intelligence I have to communicate 
will but Aggravate your sorrows. Methinks I hear 
jyoA exclaim at this, ^Surely, my dear Mrs. Der* 

. HI. fi 
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mot, you, who know my disposition aij^d temper so 
well, might suppose, vl^ would receive sucli in^elli. 
gencc with a fortitude and patience that would pre# 
vent its materi^ly injuring me/ — Well, my dear, 
hoping this will be t^e case, I begin, without far- 
ther delay, to communicate particulars. 

You leftfne, you may remember, about three 
o^clock; I then went to bed, but so fatigued and 
oppressed, I could scarcely sleep, and was quite uiu 
refreshed by what I did get. After prayers I re-, 
paired to the parlour, where the assiduous care of 
Sister Mary had already prepared every thing for 
your breakfast and Lord Mortimer’s. T told the 
Sisters not to appear till they were sent for. 1 had 
not been long alone when Lord Mortimer came in, 
cheerful, blooming, animated. Never did I see 
happiness so strong^ly impressed on any countenance 
as on his.; he looked indeed the lover about receiv- 
ing the precious reward of constancy. He asked 
me, had I seen you ? I answered, no. He soon 
grew impatient; said you were a lassy girl, and 
feared you would make a bad traveller, lie then 
rang the bell, and desired the maid to go and call 
you. Oh, my drarcgirl, my heart almost died 
witb^ me at this moment ; I averted my head, and 
Jireteiided to be looking at the garden, to conceal 
my ednfusion. The maid returned in a fow minutes, 
and ,said you were n^t above. * Well,’ isaid Lord 
Mortimer, ^ sho is in some other 'apartment; pray 

' search, 
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search, a\id hasten her hither.’ In a few minutes 
after she' departed, Sister Mary^ all pale and breath, 
less, rushed into the room. 

^ Oh Hcayen 1’ cried she, * Miss Fitzalan cannot 

be found ; but here are tiro letters I found on her 

dressing-table, one for you, Madam, and one for 

Lbrd Mortimer.’ I know not how he looked at 

, * ( 

this instant, ^for a guilty consciousness came orenr 
my mind which pretented my raising my eyes to his. 
I took the letter in silence, opened, but had no 
power to read it. Sister Mary stood by me, wring- 
ing her hands and weeping, as she exclaimed, ^ What, 
what does she say to you?’ I could neither answer 
£er nor more, till a deep sigh, or rather a groan, 
from Lord Mortimer roused me. T started from 
my seat, and pc^rceiyed hini pale and motionless; 
the letter open in hjp hand, upon which his eyes 
were rivetted. I threw open the garden door to 
give him air: this a little revived him. ^ Be com* 
forted, my Lord,’ said I. He shook his head 
inouriifully ; nni waving his hand for mo neither to 
speak nor follow him, passed into the garden.-^ 

‘ Blessed Heaven !’ said Sister Mary again, ^ what 
does she say to you?’ — I gave her your letter, aud 
desired hei* to read it aloud, for the tears which 
ilovt^ed at the afiectiiig situation of Lord Mcrtimer 
^uile obscured roy sight. And here, my dear child, 
1 must declare, that you have been too generous, 
and also,* that the sum you betrayed us in taking, 
is* but considered as a loan by us. But, to return 
• K 2 • • to 
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to my 'first subject, the alarm concerning you now 
became ^eneral^ and the nuns crowded into, the 
room — grief and consternation in every coiiilte* 
nance* In about half an hour I saw Lord Morti- 
mer returning to thexparlour, and I then dismissed 
them* He had been endeavouring to compose him- 
iSelf, but bis efforts for so doing were ineffectual, 
lie trembled, Was pale ^s death, aid^ spoke with 
a faltering voice. He gave me your letter to 
read, and I put mine Into his hand. ^ Well, my 
Lord,^ said I, On perusing it, ^ we must rather 
pity than condemn her.’ — * From my soul,’ cried 
he, ^ I pity hef; 1 pity such a being as Amanda 
FitEakn, for being the slave, the prey of vice ; 
but .she has been cruel to me, she has deceived, 
inhumanly deceived me, and blasted my peace 
for eVer!’ — ‘Ah, my Lord^’ I replied, ‘though 
appearances are against her, I can never believe 
her guilty; she who performed all the duties 
of a child as Amanda Fitzalau did^ and who, 
to my certain knowledge, was j^reparing herself 
for a life of poverty, can never be a victim to 
vice*’ — ^ Mention her no more,’ cried he ; ‘ her 
name is like a dagger ^ my heart. The suspi- 
cions which, but a few nights ago, I could have 
kmed myself for entertaining, are now confirm, 
ed; diey obtruded on my mind from seeing Bel- 
grave haunting the place, and from fipdkig her 
secreted amidst the ruins at a .late hour. Ab« 

I 

Heavens when 1 noticed her eonfusiob^ how 

Easily ‘ 
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esuHly did fhe exculpate herself to a heart pre- 
pos^sscd like mine in her faTour! Unhappy, 
unfortunate girl, sad and pitiable is thy fate ! but 
may an early repentance snatch thee from the 
Tillain' who now triumphs in thy ruin ; and may 
we, since thus separated, never meet again! So 
well,’ continued he, ^ am 1 convinced of the cause of 
her flight, that 1 shall nttmake one inquiry after 
her/ — I again attempted to speak in your justiflea. 
tion, but he silenced me. I begged he would allow 
me to get him breakfast. He could touch nothin^;, 
and said he must return directly to Castle Carberry ; 
^but promised in the course of the day to sec me again* 
I followed him into the hall ; at the sight of your 
horded boxes he started, and shrunk hack, with that 
kind of melancholy horror which we involuntarily 
feel, when viewing any thing that belonged to a dear 
lost friend. I saw his emotions were agonizing ; he 
Lid his face with his handkerchief,^ and with a hasty 
step ascended to his carriage, which, with a travel, 
ling chaise, wat waiting at the door. 

1 own I w'as often tempted, in the course of 
conversation, to tell him all I knew about you; 
but the promise I had ^ven you still rose to my 
view, and 1 felt, without your permission, 1 could 
not break it : yet, my dear, it is shocking to me to 
have such imputations cast on you. We cannot 
blame Lord Moi timer for them. Situated as you 
^were with him, your co*nduct has naturally excited 
ihe srost injurious suspicions* Surely, my child, 
^ ? though 
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though not allowetl to solve the mystcjy wjiich 
separated you from him,’l^oii may be allowed to 'vin- 
dicate your conduct- — the sacrifice of fame and hap- 
piness is too much. Consider and weigh v/ell what I 
say ; and, if possible, authorize me to inform Lord 
Mortimer that I know of your retreat, and that 
yon have retired neither to a lover nor a friend, but 
to indigence and obscurity, led thithe'r by a fatal 
necessity which you arc bound to conceal, and feel 
more severely from that* circumstance : he w'onid, I 
am confident, credit my wdVds ; and then, instead 
of condemning, would join me in pitying you. The 
more I reflect on your unaccountable separation,* 
the more I am bewildered in conjectures relative to 
it; and convinced more* strongly than ever of the 
frailty of human joy, which, like a summtu’ cloud, 
is bright, but transitory in its splendor. TiOrd 
Mortimer had left^the Convent about two hour. 3 , 
when his man arrived to dismiss the traveJJp.g chaise 
and attendants. I went out, and in^quirod after his 
Lord. ‘ He is very bad, Madam,’ said he; ^ and 
this has been a sad morning for ns all.’ — Never, my 
dear Miss Fitzalan, did or the Sisterhood, })uss 
so melancholy a day. Al^ont five in the afternoon, 
I received another visit from Lord Mortimer. 1 


wastal^H^ in the parlour when he entered, with an 
appimWnoe of the deepest melancholy. One of his 
aiA? was in a sling. I ^ was terrified, lest he and 

« rave had met. He conjectared, I fancy, 

5ioju of^the terror my C9untenance exprefsed, 

foY 
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for he imme^diately said he had been ill on return* 
ing (o Castle Carberry, was bled. He vfun 
setting off directly for Dublin, he said, from whence 
he iutended to embark for England. ^ But J could 
not depart, my dear good friend,’ continued he, 
^ without bidding you farewell ; besides, 1 w’anted 
to assure you, that any promise which the unfor- 
tunate girl made you in nty name, I shall hold sa- 
cfvd.’ I know he alluded to the fifty pounds which 
he desired you to tell me should be annually re- 
mitted to our house. 1 instantly therefore replied, 
that we had already been rewarded beyond our ex- 
pectation or desires, for any little attention we 
shewed Miss Fitzalan ; but his generous resolutioa 
was .nut to be shaken. He looked weak and ex- 
haustf^d. 1 begged permission to make tea for him 
ere he commenced his journey* He consented. 1 
went out of the room to order in the things; whea 
I returned, he was standing at the window which 
looked into the garden, so absorbed in meditation 
lie did not heaV me. I heard him say, ^ Cruel 
Amanda ! is it thus you have rewarded my suffer 
ings r’ — I retreated, lest he should be confused by 
supposing himself oferheafd, and did not return till 
the maid brought in the tea-things. 

“ When he arose to depart, he looked wavering 
and agitated, as if there was something on his mind 
he w^asitcd courage to say. At last, in a falleriag , 
t^oicc, while the deadly paleness of his coibplextou 
* K 4 gavo 
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gofe way to a deep crimson, hesaid^ 

Fitzalan’s letter with yMi»’ * 

' Ah, niy dear, never did mdu love woman bet- 
ter thaa he did, than he now loves you. I took the 
letter from my pocket, and presented it to him. 
He put it ill his bosom, with an emotion that shook 
Us whole f] ame. I hailed this as a favourable op- 
portunity for again splaking in your favour. I 
bade him retrospect your past actions, and jad||;e 
from them whether you could be guilty of a crime. 
He stopped me short, he begG^ed me to drop a sub- 
ject he ^as unable to boar. Had he been Uss cre* 
dulous, be said, he should now have been mud) 
happhr; then wringing my hind, he bade mo faie. 
well, in a voice and with a look that diew tears 
from me; ^ Ah, my dear Madam,’ cried he, ‘ vilieii 
this day commenced, how dilTerenti} did 1 think it 
would hpTe termimitrd !’ 

I attended him to his carriage. He uas obliged 
to lean upon his man as he ascended it. and Ins looKs 
and agitation proclaimed the deepest distress. 1 
have sent repeatedly to Castle Carberry since his do., 
parture to inquire about him, and have been in- 
formed that they oxpect;,to hear nothing of him till 
Lord Cherbuiy’s agent comes into the country, 
ti,m will not be these three months. 

1 h§ve heard much of the good he did in the 
dl^ighboarhood. Hb has a bounteous and benevo- 
^ut spirit indeed. To our community he has been i 

liberal 
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liberal benefactor, and our prayers are daily offered 
up for his restoration and tranquillity. 

Amongst his other actions, when in Dublin, about 
three months ago, he ordered a monument to the 
memory of Captain Fitaalan, which has been brought 
down since your departure, and put Op in the pa- 
rish church where he is interred. I sent Sister Mary 
and another of the nuns the other evening to see it, 
asid they brought me a description of it; it is a 
white marble urn, ornamented with a foliage of 
laurel, and standing upon a pedestal of grey, on 
which the name of the deceased, and words to the 
following effect, are inscribed, namely, ^ That he 
whose memory it perpetuates, performed the duties 
of a Christian and a soldier, witli a fidelity and zeal 
that now warrants his enjoying a blessed recompeucA 
for both.’ 

“ I know this proof of respect to your father will 
deeply affect you | but I would not omit telling it, 
because, though it will affect, I am confident it will 
also please you. The late cveuts have cast a gloom 
over all our spirits. Sister Mary now prays more 
than ever, and you know I have often told her she 
was only fit for a religious Tocaiion. It is a bad 
world, she says, we live in, and she is glad she has so 
litile to say to it. ‘ , 

I am longing to hear from you. Pray tell me 
how you like Mrs. Macphersoii ; I have not seen 
ber since her youth, and years often produce as 
* E 5 great 



CHILDREN OE THE ABBEY. ^ 

great a change in the temper as the face : at anj 
rate, your present is too obscure for y«»u to 

continue in ; and as soon as your thoughts are col- 
lected and composed, yon must look out for ano- 
ther. I hope you will be constant in writing ; but 
I tell you beforehand, you must not expect mcjlo 
be punctual in my answers. I have been so long 
disused to writing, and my eyes arc grown so weak, 
this letter has been the work of many days ; besides, 
I have really nothing interesting to communicate ; 
whenever I have, you may be assured I shall hot 
lose a moment in informing you. 

The woman w'as extremely thankful for th/» 
five guineas you left her. Lord Mortimer sent her 
five more by his man, so that she thinks herself well 
rewarded for any trouble or disappointment she ex- 
perienced. If you wish to have any of your things 
sent you, acquaint me; you know I shall never 
want an opportunity by the master of the vessel, 
lie speaks largely of your gcnero9||ji^ to him, and 
expresses much pity at ^seeing so young a person in 
such melancholy. May Heaven, if it docs not re- 
Biove the source, at least lessen this melancholy ! 

If possible, allow me to write to Lord MoWi. 
mer, and vindicate you from the unw^orthv su^spu 
citns ho entertains of you. I know he would be- 
Meve me, and I should do it without discovering your 
reireatf Farewell, my^dear girl; I r-'ctfmmend 
^ you constantly ta care of Heaven, and beg you 
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to bcIicTe you will ever be dear and kiteresting to 
the heart of ^ \ 

Si, Catherine's, ^ Elizabeth derhot.” 

Poor Amauda wept over this letter : 1 have 

ruined the health, the peace of Lord Mortimer,” 
she cxclaiuied ; and he now eiecrates me as the 
source of his unhappiness ! Oh, Lord Cherbury, 
how severely do I suffer for your crime !” She be- 
gan to think her virtue had been too heroic in (he sa- 
crifice she had made: but this was a transient idea, 
for when she reflected on the disposition of Lord 
. f horbury, she was convinced the divulgement of 
his secret would have been followed by his death ; 
and groat as was her present wretchedness, she felt 
it light, compared to the horrors she knew she would 
experience, could she accuse herself of being ac- 
cessary to such an event. She now drank deeply 
of the cup of misery ; but conscious rectitude, ia 
seme dcgree,»kssened its noxious bitterness. She 
resolved to caution Mrs. Dermot against mentioning 
her in any manner to Lord Mortimer. She was well 
convinced he would believe no asseveration of her 
ignocenGe ; and even if he did, what end could it 
answer ? Their union was opposed by an obstacle 
not to be surmounted ; and if he sought and disco- 
vered her retreat, it would only lead to new sor- 
rows, perhaps occasion some dreadful catastrophe.: 

^ We are ^parated,” cried she,, folding her handlR 
s ^ together.^ 
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together^ for Cter separated it this wokd; but 
in Heaton we shall be reunited !” 

Absorbed in the reflections and sorrows this letter 
gare rise to, she remained in her seat till Mrs. Mac- 
pherson^s little gtii suddenly appeared li^fore her, 
and said her mistress had made tea, aud was won- 
dering what kept her out so long. 

Amanda instantly aroSe; and carefully putting 
up the letter, returned to the house, where sho 
found Mrs. Maepherson in a very bad humour. She 
grumbled exceedingly at Amanda’s staying out so 
long; and 'taking notice of her eyes being red and 
swelled, said, indeed she believed she was right iti^ 
supposing, she had got a love-letter* 

Amanda made no reply ; and the erening passed 
away in peevishness on one side, and silence on the 
other. 

'fhe charm whickhad hitherto rendered Amanda’s 
situation tolerable, was now dissolved,^ as Mrs. 
Dermot had said she could write but seldom, and 
scarcely expected to have any thing interesting to 
relate; she would gladly, therefore, have left Airs. 
Maepherson immediately, but she knew not where 
to go. She resolved, however, ere winter was en- 
tirely set in, to request Mrs. Dermot to look out 
foroSome other place for her ; as she had connexions 
In Scotland, she thought she might recommend her 
to them as governess, or a fit person tolSo flue 
works a lady. * 


She 
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She arow^ long liefore her usual hour the next 
morjiing^ and wrote a lettaf^fxpressive of her wishes 
and intentions to Mrs. Demote which she sent by a 
poor man who near the house to Che poBt-town| 
rewarding him liberaliy for his trouble. 


CHAP. X. 

Who knows tile joys of friendship — 

I'lie trust, security, and mutual tenderness, 

'file double joys, where each is glad for both — 
hVieiidsliip ; our paly wealth, our lust retreat and strengtii, 
Secure agdinst ill fortune and tlie world ? Ko w k. 

*• 

A MONO Mrs. Macphersoii’s pupils were two little 
girls, w|||B pleased and Interested Amanda greatly. 
Their faiKer, for whom they were in mourning, had 
ptirished in a violent storm, and their mother had 
pined' in health and spit its ever since the fatal acci. 
dent. The kindness with which Amanda treated 
them, tl^y repaid with gratitude and attention ; it 
liQd a dopble egect upon their little hearts, JTrom be- 
ing contrasted with the sour austerity of 7^rs. Mac- 
pherson. They told Amanda, in a w'hhsper, one 
mornff?!^, that their mai^ma was coming to see their 
4lea r good F ranees Donald. 

Accordingly, in t^e course of the^day,, Mrs. 

Duncan 
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Duncan came. She was young, and pleasing in her 
appearance. Her weeds and deep dejection ren- 
dered her a mOst interesting object. She sat by 
Amanda; and took an opportunity, while Mrs. 
Mnepherson was engaged with some of the children, 
to tell her, in a lowroicc, she was truly obliged to 
her for the great 'Attention and kindness she showed 
her little girls, so unlilce their former, treatment at 
the school. The task of instructing them was hers, 
she said, till her declining health and spirits rendered 
her unable to bear it. Amanda assured her it was a 
pleasure to instruct minds so docile and sweet-tem- 
pered as theirs. Mrs. Dnncan, as she rose to de- 
]:art, asked her and Mrs. Maepherson to tea that 
evening ; which in>itatiou was instantly accepted by* 
Sirs. Maepherson, who was extremely fond of be- ‘ 
ing sociable every where but in her own house. Mrs. 
Duncan lired biit^a little distance, and every thin^ 
in and about the house was neat and comfortable. 
She had an old neighbour in the parloul^^ho kept 
Mrs. Maepherson in chat, and gav6^ her an oppor- 
tunity of conversing freely with Amanda. She 
marked the delicacy of her looks, and said she be- 
lieved* she was ill quali^cd to endure so fatiguing a 
life as her present. She mentioned her own lonely 
aiK^ mctanclioly life, and the happiness she should 
derive frqm having such a companion, and expressed 
her hopes of often enjoying her society, i^pianda 
said this would be impossible, without disobliging 
Mrs. Maepherson 3 and Mrs. Duncan, on reflection, 

allowed^ ' 



CQILDUCX Of THE ABBEY. 207 

alla\\'ed it ^vould be so. She then inquired if she 
evero walked ? Amanda replied, she did ; and was 
asked where she generally rambled ? By the sea- 
sidcy” she answered. 

Mrs; Duncan sighed deeply, and her eyes filled 
4 jith tears; It is there I generally ramble loo,” 
said she. This led to the mentipn of her late loss, 
hi r. Duncan liad been the kindest, best of husbands, 
^she said. The first years of their marriage were at- 
tended with difficulties, which were just removed, 
when he w’as lost, on a party of pleasure, with several 
others. Jt was some consolation, however,” 
^onliuufd Mrs. Duiican, ^^Ihat^the body was cast 
upon the shore, and I had the power of paying the 
last rites of decency and respect to him.” 

In short, between her and Amanda there aj)peared 
a mutual sympathy, which rendered them truly in- 
ter<‘sting to each other. From this period they met 
g(*nerally^very evening, and passed many hours on 
the^^ sea 4)eal shore,” talking and ofttMi weeping over 
joys departed, never to return. Mrs. Duncan was 
too delicate to inquire into Amanda’s former situa- 
tion, but was well convinced it had been very different 
from her, present one. Arngoda, however, of her ow'n 
acCor(\^ tpld her what she had told Mrs. Maepherson 
respecting luTself. Mrs. Duncan lamented her misifor- 
tuiies ; but since She had met them, blessed 4he happy 
chaiid) which conducted ^er near her habitation. 

• A m'^iith passed in this manner, when one evening, 
at the usual place qjT meeting, Mrs. l^uncan told 
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faor that she bolieyed she should sood be^quitting that 
part of (lie country. Amanda started an^ tqrned 
pale at this disasrioeablo intelligence. She had rCi* 
ctiycd no ansvverito her letter from Mrs. Dermot. 

m • 

consequently dreaded that necessity would compel 
her to remain in her present situation ; and on Mr$. 
Duncan's society she had depended for rendering it 
bearable to her. ' 

I have been invited, my dear girl,*^ said Mrs» 
Duncan, leaning on her arm as they walked up and 
doHn the beach, to reside with an aunt, who has 
always been kind, and was particularly so to me in 
tny distress. She lives about ten miles fi om this, a|: 
an old place called Dunreath Abbey, of which she 
is hoiirckeeper. Have you ever heard of it 
Amindci's agitatioa at hearing her mother’s native 
habitation mentioned, is not to be described — her 
heart palpitated ;^6hc felt her colour change, and 
faul )(s and no to Mrs. Duncan, without knowing 
what she answered; then recollecting iH^rself, she 
jcplicd, she had heard of li. ' 

Wcllth<n, my dcai," continued Mrs. Duncan, 
my aunt, as 1 have already told you, is house. 
k*tutr there. She lives^in great grandeur, for it is 
a mogiiihoent old seat, and has the absolute com* 
irapd di every thing, as none of the family have re. 
sidtd at it since the Earl of Dunreath’s decease.*— 
>ly aunt is lately grown weary of the orofound 
solitude in which she lives; and has asked me, in^a 
kUer which 1 received this morning, to goT imme. 

diatelj 
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iliately and, take up my residence with her, pro- 
nnsi^g, if I do, she will leave ever^ thing she is 
worth to me and my childr^^ni ; anil as her salary is 
very, good, £ know she must have . saved a good 
deal. This ts a very tempting ofler, and I am only 
atJfhlicld from accepting it directly, by the fear of de- 
priving my children of the advantages of education/* 

- — Why,”^aid Amanda, what they learn at Mrs* 
d\dacphersoii’s they could easily learn any where else/* 
— But I intended, when they were a little older,** 
replied Mrs-. Duncan, to go to some one of the 
neighbouring towns with them : if I once go to my 
aunt, I must entirely relinquisli such an idea ; and 
to a boarding-school 1 could not send them, for I 
hare not fortitude to bear a separation from them z 
what i wish, therefore, is, to procure a person wb^ 
w ould be at once a pleasing companion for mo, and 
an elisflble governess for them — with such a person, 
the Kolitiiye of Dunreath Abbey would be rather 
agreeable than irksome to me/* 

She looked earnestly at Amanda as she spoke, 
and Amanda’s heart began to throb with hope and 
agitation* In short, my dear girl,” continued 
she, yofi, of all others^ to be explicit, are the 
})ecsori^l ^should choose to take along wkh me; 
your sweet socit*ty would alleviate my sorrows, <iiid 
your elegant accomplishments give to my» children 
all tti« advantages I desire them to possess/* — 
1 am not only flattered, but happy by your 

preposscbsioii 
1 * 
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prepossession in my fayour,” replied,. Amarida*^ 
‘‘ I am pleased wo a^rce in point of inclination,” 
said Mrs. Duncan ; but I must now inform you, 
that my aunt has always been averse to admit any 
strangers to the Abbey : why, 1 know not, ' except 
it is by the commands of the family : and she tc)U 
me in lier letter, -that, if I accept her invitation, I 
must not, on any accQUUt, let it be known where I 
am removing to : 1 dare not, therefore, take you 
with me without her permission; but I shall write 
immediately, and request it. In the course of’ a 
day or two, I may expect an answer ; in the mean, 
time, give Mrs. Maepherson no intimation of ou?* 
present intentions, lest they should be defeated.” 
Amanda promised she would not, and they sepa.. 
rated. 

She was now in a stale of tJie greatest agitation, 
at the probability^ there was that she might visit the 
seat of her .ancestors. She dreadrd a disappoint, 
ment ; and felt, that if she went there as tlie com- 
panion uf Mrs. Duncan, she should be better situ, 
afed tliaij- a few hours before, she bad ever expected 
to lie again. Two evenings after her conversation 
with Mrs. Duncan, on going to the beach to meet 
her, she saw her approaching with an open letter in 
heir hand, and a smile on her face, which informed 
h«r its contents w^ere pleasing. They were so in- 
deed, as they . gave perj[nission to havq Amauda 
'brought to the Abbey, provided she promised tavio. 

' iable 
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. i>CjfrGQy as to whore she was going. This 

Amanda chot'rfully did.;' and Mrs. Duncan said slie 
had sonic* airairs to settle, which w'ould prevent their 
depiiKure for a few days. At whatever time she 
appointed, her aunt was to send a carriage for 
audit was now agreed that Mrs. Macphorsoii 
should be informed Mrs. Duncan- was leaviiig that 
part of the cdiiiitry, and had engaged Amanda as a 
governess to her children. 

Mrs. Dnncan then mentioned her own terms. 
Amanda assured her an idea of them had nerer en- 
terfd licr thoughts. iMrs. Duncan said she was sure 
that ; but at the same time thougltt, between the 
most intimate friends, exactness should be preserved. 

Kv(‘ry thing being sc*tl<‘d to fhedr mutual satisfac- 
tion, flicy se|.arated ; and the following'day, after 
bciionl broke uii, Amanda informed Mrs. Maepher- 
‘•oti of !ier liitendod departure. The old dame wiw 
iiiuiiderstri^k, and for some time iiuiiblc to speak: 
but when she recovered the use of her tongue, she 
^fxpressed the utmost rage and indignation against 
Amanda, Mrs. Duncan, and the Prioress: against 
fl’.e first for thinking of leaving her, the second for 
inveigling her away, and tlie third for recommend- 
ing a. pe];sop wlio could serve lier in such a nmnnor. 
When sh** stopped, exhausted by her violence, 
Amanda took the oppo(;funity of assuring her that 
she iiari reason to condejpn any o^them : as for 
hef part^ )5Tevious to Mrs. Duncan^s offer, she in- 
temled to leave her, bfing unable to bes^ a life of 
r ** / SUcU 
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s«fh fatlguo ; that, as her removal yrould not be 
imm/'dlafr, Mrs. Macphcrson could suffer no iacon« 
Tenienco by it, there being time enough to look out 
for another person ere it took place. But tho truth 
now broke from Mrs. Maepherson — angry as she 
was with Amanda, she could not, help confess}^ 
that she never again expected to meet with a person 
so well qualified to please her; and'^a torrent of 
bitter reproaches again burst forth for her quitting 
her. 

Amanda resented them notfl^but did all in her 
power to mollify her ; as the most effectual method 
of doing so, she declared she meant to take no rp* 
compence for the time she had been with her ; and* 
added, if she had her permission, she would write, 
that evening to Mrs. Dermot, about a woman she 
had seen at the Convent, who she thought n^ell qua«^ 
lified to be an assistant in her school. This was tho 
woman who had been engaged to attend to Eng- 
land. Mrs. Maepherson at last consented she should 
write for her, as her wratk had gradually subsided, 
from the moment Amanda declared she w'ould take 
no payment. Amanda accordingly wrote to Mrs. 
Dermot, and informed* her of the agre<^b!e change 
there jnas about taking place in her situation ; abo of 
Mrs. Macpherson*s displeasure, and her own wish that 
A perse.'n might be immediately procured to fill the 
place she was resigning.^ She mentioned thb woman 
* already spoken of as a proper person; .but <rc- . 
iquosted, she consented to comc^ she might not be/ 

allowed 
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ullowcd tb do so till she had left Mrs. Macphcrson’s^ 
ol'se whd shf really was would be betrayed. She 
now thought little of the tedious and disagreeable 
days she spent, as the eagerness with which she saw 
Mrs. Diincan preparing for their departure promised 
80 speedily to change them. She received an answer 
from Ireland, even sooner than sheexpectcd. Mrs* 
Dermot congratulated her^)n having met with so 
amiable a friend as Mrs. Duncan, said the woman 
accepted the offer made in Mrs. Macpherson*s name, 
but should not de|;iart till she had written for that 
purpose ; and concluded her letter by saving there 
was no intelligence yet of Lord Mortimer. Mrs. 
Maepherson wlsis pleased to fin'd she should not be 
long without a companion; and two days after the 
receipt of the letter, Mrs. Duncan told Amanda 
their journey was fixed for the ensuing day, and 
begged Amanda to sleep at her house that night, to 
which she gladly consented ; accordingly, after din- 
ner, she took leave of Mrs. Maepherson, who grum- 
bled out a faret^ell, and a hope that she might not 
Jiave reason to repent quitting her; for the old 
lady was so incensed to have the place Mrs. Duncan 
was going to concealed from her, that her ill hu- 
mour had returned. Amanda, with a pleasure she 
<:ould Scarcely conceal, quitted her table 

•mansion, and, attended by a man who carried Ik r 
trunk, ^soon found herself at Mrs. Duncan’s, where 
she w^sreceivod with evefy demonstration H)f joy. 
The evening passed sociably away. .They arose 

• ? early 
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early in the morning, and Lad just broakfus1[ed, when 
the expected carriage from.l^nroalh AVLc/arrired ; 
it was a heavy old-fashioned chaise, on whose faded 
panisols the arms of the Dunreath family were still 
ri?ibie. Mrs. Duncan^s luggage had been ^seiit otF, 
tlic preceding day, so that there w'as nothing now 
to delay them. Mrs. Duncan made Amanda and t1^ 
children go into the chaise before her; but, detained 
by ail emotion of the most jiainful nature, she liiu 
gered some time after them upon the threshold — she 
could not indeed depart from the habitation where 
Bhe had experienced so many happy days w ith tho 
man of her tenderest affeclions, without a Hood of 
(eats, whicli spoke the Intterness df her feelings. 
Amanda knew' too well the nature of those feelings, 
to attempt r(‘straiiiirig them ; but the little children, 
impatient to begin their journey, called out to their 
mamma to come ip to tiu carriage. She started when 
they spoke, but instantly complied with their de- 
sire; and when they expressed their grfcf at seeing 
her cheeks wet with tears, kissed 4hem both, and 
said she w^ould soon recorer her spirits. She ac- 
cordingj^ exerted herself for^^that purpose, and was 
soon in a comlitloii to converse with Amanda. The 

f 

day was fine and serene. They travelled leisurely, 
fo|; iWe horses had long outlived their meitlesbme 
days, apd gave them on opportunity of attentively 
viewing the prospects on each side, which were vari- 
ous, rdmantic, and beaSiiful. The novelty of the 
seen#, the disagreeable place she bad left,* and the 
' ^ • idea * 
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idea of tKe one she was going to, helped a little to 
ehliven Hhc^> pensive of Amanda; and she cn« 

jojeia a greater degree of tranquillity than she had 
experienced since her separation from Lord Mor- 
.tiqier. . " 


CHAP. XL 


Biy list’jiiug pow’rs 

^Vcrc awed, and every ihoiiglit in silence hung, 

And woudVuig expectation. Akenside. 

My dear Famiy,” said Mrs. Duncan, nddressing 
our heroine by her borrowed name, if at all in- 
clined to superstition, you are notv going to a place 
wliicli will call it forth. Dunreath Abbey is Gothic 
and gloom y'in the extreme, and recalls to one’s mind 
all the stories tlri^y ever heard of haunted houses and , 
apparitions. The desertion of the nalive inhabi- 
tants has hastened the depredations of time, w hose 
ravages are unrepaired, except in that part imme- 
diately occupied by the domestics ; yet what is the 
change In *the building, compared to the rot^ution 
which took place in the fortunes of lier w^ho once 
beheld a prospect of being its mistress ! The Earl of 
eldest daughter^ as I have often heard 
from lAffny) was a celebrated beauty^ and aif good 
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die habdsoq^: l)iti^e|||||||^^ 
thiriirtedher JuippitieM, 4 p^||||ftteid ker ^o tfke sW# 
ter m the arms of a miaik^o |m^ owy Mng^ 
recommeodldlM naating tkit, lie 
iiraiited every thiog to please her family. 

After some years of distress, she found niea^ 
to soften the baa/t of her father i but here the ioarU 
*>dious stepmother again^interfered, apd preventtd 
her experiencing any good effects from his returning 
tenderness ; sod, it was rumoured, by a deep and 
iniquitous scheme, deprived her of her biith right. 
Like other rumours^ however, it gradually died 
away, perhaps from Lady j^alvina and her husband 
viewer hearing of it , and none but they bad a ^ighl 
to inquiic into its truth; but il smh a scheme was 
really contrived, woe bo to its fabricator! the pride 
and pomp of wealth can neither aUeviate noi le- 
oompense the stings of consckmce. Much rathe i,'’ 
conduued htfs. bancan, laying her hand upon her 
children’s heads 06 they sat at her feet, much ra- 
ther w Quid I have my babes wand!er from door to 
ddor, to beg tbo dole of charity, than live upon the 
birthright of the orphan 1 

If lAdy Dunreath in reality committed the 
oriii0 tile wns acedSM aiet, in some degree, a 

punislftiientrorlt^^ SwPjBler the Ehrl’s death, sho 
betrajed a partitttfy wa man eieryway inferiorto 
bar, vrhirli partiality, people have not scrupled to 
Say, cintiinefieed, end was indulged to ctimbml 
||dky(W<e, during the lifetime of her huAaad. ^be 

would 
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would have married^ hin, had nbt her daughter 
.Marchioness |f Rosline, interfered. Proud and am. 

her rage, at the prospect of such an allU - 
anc^^neiir no bounds ; and seconded by the Mar. 
qu'^s, ^jl^ose disposition was congenial to her own, 
.fjgjgy got the unfortunate mother into their power^ 
and hurried her off to a Convent ip/ifrance. I know 
not whether «he is yet livingy indeed, I believe 
there are few who either know or care, she was so 
much disliked for her haughty disposition. I have 
sometimes asked my aunt about her, but she would 
never gratify my curiosity. She has been brought 
up in the family, and no doubt thinks herself bound 
to conceal whatever they choose. 

She lives in ease and plenty, and is absolnfe 
mistress of the few domestics that reside at the Ab. 
bey ; but of those domestics 1 caution you in time^ 
or they will be apt to fill your head with frightful 
stories of 0ie Abbey, which sometimes, if one’s 
spirits are weak,^la spite of reason, will make an 
impression on the mind. They pretend that the 
Earl of Dunreath’s first wife haunts the Abbey^ 
venting the most piteous moans, which they ascribe 
to grief for the unfortunate fate of her daughter^ 
^^and that , daughter’s children bebg deprived tfih^tr 
rightful patrimony. ^ 

I honestly confess, wlren at the Abbey a few 
years during some distresses of my hnsband’sj 
*1 htSi^ysIrange noises one evening at twUignt as 1 

VOL. iiu ’ WBlkdl 
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in the gallery^ I told my aunt of tlieiB^ 
•and she iveu quite angry at the inToli^tary terror L 
expressed, and* said it was nothing but the 
whistling thrpugh some adjoining galleries y^ch I 
heard. lint this, my dear Fanny,” said Dun- 
can, who, on account of her children, had conl^- 
nued the latter |i^rt of her discouise in a low voice, 
is all between eiMeltes ; for my aunt declared she 
would never »pardon my mentioning my ridiculous 
fears, or the yet more ridiculous fears of the ser- 
vants, to any human being.” 

Amanda listened in silence to Mrs. Duncan’s dis« 
couibe, fociiful, that, if she spoke, she should be- 
tray the emotions it excited. 

They at last enteted between the mountains that 
enclosed the valley in which the Abbey stood. The 
scene was solemn and solitary — every prospect, ex . 
cept one of the sea, seen through an aperture in one 
of the mounwfis, was excluded. Some of thesf^ 
mountains were bare, craggy, and pi ejecting; 
others were skirted with trees, robed with vivid 
green, and crowned with white and yellow furze, 
^ome were all a wood of intermingled shades, 
find, others covered with long and put pie heath. 
V^jpns streams flowed from them in tp the vplley : 
jUmb stole gently down their sides in silver rills, 
giving*^ beauty and vigour wherever they mean- 




CUtLOftEir o? THE ABBEY* 

for thomsfrlTCS a deep bed in the valley, over which 
trees, thft a|peared coeval with the boildiDg, bent' 
^thi^old and leafy heads. 

foot of what, to the rest,, was called a 
ge^tly/^elling hill, lay the remains of the extenrire 
^rdens, which bad once given the luxnriee of th« 
vegetable world to the banquets y'^.4hbcy; bnt. 
the buildings, which had nn^sed^dM^axuries were 
all gone to decay, and the gay plantations were 
overrun with the progeny of neglect and sloth. 

The Abbey was one of the most veneraMe.look. 
ing bnildmgs Amanda had ever beheld : bnt it was 
in. melancholy grandeur she now saw it, in the wane 
of its days, when its glory was passed away, utd 
the whole pile proclaimed desertion and decay : ih* 
saw it, when, to use the beautiful language of 
■ Hutchinson, its pride was brought low— when its 
magnificence was sinking in the du8t--^hea tribula* 
tion had taigen the seat of hospitality, and solitnde 
reigned, where once the jocund guest had laughed^ 
over the sparkling bowl ; whilst the owls sung nightly 
tlieir strains of melancholy to the moondime thad 
slept upon its mouldering battlements. 

The heart of Amanda waft full of the fond Idea of 
her par^ta, and the sigh of tender i«me«braDC* 
stole from it. IIow little room, thought she, should 
. there be in the human heart for the worldly prida 
' whichjibMften dilates it, liable as all thino are tj,,, 
' chtAg^^' The distress in which dm desoeijhints of 
• t noble families are so often seen, the dec^ of such 

i ^ familit^' 
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faiTiUtes tliomsclvfc.s, should that 'irroganl pir. 

sumption with ^vhich so many look foif\ar(i to, na.v- / 
ing t'ir greatVjf ss and prosperity j;orpotir''<'|5»" 
thi c’‘g;li every, brantii of their pcstority. 

The proud possessors of this Abbey, suA^ui^j'd 
withafhuenr^, and living in its full enjoyment, iiejej: 

. perhaps aclmitte(f\^he idea as at all probable, that 
one of their desceMaiits should ever •approach the ' 
scat of her ancestors, without that pomp and ele- 
gance which heretofore distingui^hed its daiia:ht.eis. 
Alas ! one now approaclr^s it, neither to display 
or contemplate the pageantry of wealth, but meek 
and lowly ; not to receive the smile of love, or the 
embrace of relttti^es, but atHicted and unknown,, 
glad to find a shelter, and procure tl’.e bread of ile- 
pendaiice, beneath itsdepjing r^^. 

Mrs. Duncan happily marked (K. Amanda’s emo- 
tion as she gazeej^upon the Abb<’y. She Avas busily 
employed in answering her children’s qutjstions, who 
wanted to know whether she thought they Avoiild be 
able to climb up the great big hills they saw. 

The carriage at last stopped b(foie the Abbey, 
Mrs. Bruce avus already at tl*e door to receive th< m. 
She was a little smart old Avoinan, and welcomed her 
niece the children with an appear^nqe of the^ 
greatest pleasuie. On Amanda’s being presented to 
her, slie^ gazed stcdlastiy in her face a few^ minutes, 
then exclaimed, Vv cll, this is very^ ; 

: thoughl^ knovv I could nexT have seen tlij^vyolftig ‘ 
ady beforf, yet hor face is (^uite familiar to me.*’ . * 

^ ^ The 
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jThe hall jiito which they entered was largo and 
^^Loonjy, pavfd with black marble, and supported 
tij^iillars, llirough which the arched doors that led- 
to vlhc'ious apartments were seen ; rude implements, 
such \s*’the Caledonians had formerly used in war 
hunting, were ranged along the walls. Mrs. 
Bruce condneted them inlo^a spaHfous parlour, ter. 
niinated by ab elegant saloon ;^this, she told them, 
had onceb^'on the banqiieting-room. The fuinitiire, 
though faded, was still magnificent ; and the win- 
dows, though still in the GolJiic style, from being 
enlarged consi(l(‘rabIy beyond their original dimen.^ 
situs, aflforded a most delightful view of the domain. 

J)o you know',^’ said Mrs. Duncan, this 
apaitaient, though one of the pleasantest in the 
Abbey, in point of situation, always makes me 
melancholy. The moment I enter it, 1 think of 
tiio eiiterlainmeufs once given in it ; and then its pre- 
sent .vacancy and stillness almost instantly iKmind 
me. that tliose -q^ho partook of those entertainWmts 
are now almost aP hiinil>led with the dust.'’ xSpif 
aunt laughed, and said she was very romantic. ^ 

The solemnity of ihe Abbey was well calculated . 
to heighten the awe which^stole upon the spirits of 
. AmaT.da .frCbn her first vi(*w of it. No n^e was 
li(‘ard throughout it, except the hoarse creaking of 
the massy doors, as the servanhs passed from one 
roojgjj^^^ij^other, adjiisling Mrs. Diuicau’s things, arj^, 
preparing^ for dinner. Mrs. Duncan was drj^/n into 
corner of the room by her aunt, to converse in a 
li 3 , lotir.- 
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low Yoice about family affairs; and thc^'hiidromf^i® 
rambling about the hall, wondering ^.tnd inqoirir.g/^ 
about every thing they saw. 

Thus left to herself, a soft languor gradually' stole 
over the mind of Amanda, which was almost ex- 
hausted, from the emotions it had experienced. Tlu: 
murmuring sountf'of waterfalls, and the buzzing of 
the flies, that basked in the sunny rays whicli darted * 
through the casements, lulled her into a kind of 
pensive tranquillity. 

‘^Am I really,” she asked herself, in the seat 
of my ancestors ? am I really in the habitation whore 
my mother was born, where her irrevocable voWs 
were plighted to my father?* I am ; and, oh ! within 
it may I at last find an asylum from the vices and 
dangers of the world! wdthin it may my sorrowing 
Spirit lose its agitation, and subdue, if not its af- 
fections, at least its murmurs, at the disappoint- 
mcntl^of those affections !” *' 

► appearance of dinner interrupted her. She 

exertions to overcome any appearance of dc- 
^eotion ; and the conversation, if not lively, was at 
^east cheerful. 

<! , 

After dinner, Mrs. Duncan, who had been in- 

foymetf*oy Amanda of her predilection fftr old builiU'^ 
ings, asked her aunt’s permission to shew her the 
.Abbey. Mrs. Bruce immediately rose, and said she' 
j^ouldfhave that pleasu)^e herself. She a^Sbd!}higly 
"led tA way. Many of the apartnieotsyet?Wisp!ayed ^ 
tb6‘"sumjkuous taste of thbse who had^^furnislied 

them, 
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them. astonisl.mg to me^” said Mrs. Dmi- 

can, tfiat^ magnificent a pile as this should be 
abandoned^ as X may say, by its possessors.”—* 
The Marquis of IXosline's Castle is a more mo- 
dern structure than this,” said Mm. Bruce; ^^and 
aj^^'ftVred by thorn on that account.” — So, like 
the family monument,*’ rcjoiivL^ Mrs. Duncan, 

‘‘ they are •merely satisfied m ith permitting this to 
stand, as it may help to transmit the Marchioness’s 
nai y t o posterity.” — How far does the Marquis 
live 'fiom this ?” asked Amanda. — About twelve 
miles,” replied Mrs. Bruce, who did not appear 
pleased with her niece’s conversation ; and led the 
way to a long gallery, ornamented with portraits of 
the family. This gallery Amanda knew well by de. 
scripiion: this was the gallery in which her father 
had stopped to contemplate the picture of her mo- 
ther, and her heart throbbed with impatience and 
anxiety to^see that picture. Mrs. Bruce^As she 
went before, told her the names of the cMerent 
portraits; she suddenly stopped before 
That,” cried she, is the Marchioness of 
line’s, drawn for her when Lady Augusta Dun- 
reath.” — Amanda cast hee eyes upon it^ and per^ * 
ceured ^in, the countenance the same haughtiness aS{ ^ 
still distinguished the Marchioness. She looked at^ 
the next pannel, and found it empty. ^iThe pic«»^ 
lure ^;Lady Malvina Dunreath hung there,” said, 
^uco; “ but after her unfortunate narria^f^ 

* M A . ■ 

L 4 
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it was taken down.”— And destroyed ?j/ exclaimed 
Amanda^ mournfully, — No ; but it ;^;vas th^owo 
into the? old cliapol, wherOj with the rest of the 
lumber^ ( the soul of Amanda was struck at those 
words) it has been locked up for years.” — And 
is it impossible n) see it ?” asked Amaiula. — Iiy-* 
possible^ indeed,’^ sro plied Mrs. Bruce: the clia- 
pel, and the whole easteni pait of the Abbey, have 
been long iu a ruinous situation ; on which account 
it has been locked up.” — This is the gallery,,” whis* 
pered Mrs. Duncan, in which I heard the straiige 
noises ; but not a word of them to my aunt.” 

Amanda could scarcely conceal the disappoint- 
ment she felt at finding she could not see her mo- 
ther's picture ; she would have entreated the chapel 
might be opened for that purpose, had she not 
feared exciting suspicions by doing so. 

They returned from the gallery to the parlour ; 
and, iny the course of conversation, Aun^nda heard 
many ^teresting anecdotes of her ancestors from 
MriyQruce : her mother was also mentioned ; and 
I JlSl'tf Bruce, by dwelling on her worth, made 
/amends, in seme degree, to Amanda, for having 
^i^lled her picture lumber. ' She retired to her cham- 
ber, witH her mind at once softened and eWated by 
' hearifig of her mother's virtues. She called upoii 
^r.er, and itpon her father’s spirit, upon them whose 
/kindred souls were reunited in Heaven, b]|ess 
chi\^, to strengthen, to support hcrVn.tlTe 
' thorny 
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tjboriiy marked out for her to take ; nor to 

ccas'3 their tutelary care till she was joined to them 
hy ProTidence. 

> 




CHAP. XII. 

Such on the greimd the fading rose sve see. 

By home rude blast torn from the parent tree : 

H'lic d^iifodil so leans his languid head. 

Newly mown down, upon the grassy bed. Bles* ■ 


Ej&i>erif.nce convinced Amanda that the change in 
her situation was, if possible, more pleasing than^ 
she expected it would be. Mrs. Duncan the 
kindest and most attentive of friends^ Mrs.^ruce- 
was civil and obliging, and her little pupils wwre do* 
cile and affectionate. Could she have avoicM re*> 
trospection, she would have been happy; bu^ 
remembrance of past eyents was too deeply^ 
pressed upon her mind to be erased ; it mingled ih 
the visions of the night, fn the avocations of the 
day*, and hi the meditations of her lonely ours, 
forcing from her heart the sighs of regret and ten* / 
derness. Her mornings were devoted to htr pupils, * 
an^^jnriKe evenings she sometimes walked with ^ 
Duncan/ sometimes read aloud whilst she ^'.nd her 
aunt were working ; but whenever thej^ wera<«n*\ 

**.5 
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gaged in chatting about family affairs, ftr a/ a gam^ 
of piquet, uhich was often the case, as^Mrs. Unicfe 
neither lovetl walking nor working, she always took 
that opportune y of retiring from the room, 'and 
either rambled tlrongh the dark and intricate \vikL 
ings of the AbApy, or about the grounds contigo-** 
ous to it. She sighed whenever she passed the cha- 
pel which contained the picture of her mother; it 
was in a ruinous condition ; but a thick foliage of 
ivy partly hid, while it proclaimed, its decay,— ^'he 
windows were broken in many plac es, but itfl too 
high to admit the possibility of her gaining admit- 
tance through them ; and the door w.as strongly set- 
cured by massy bars of iron, as was iwry door 
which had a communication with the eastern part of 


• ihe Abbey. 

A;^ortuigh( passed away at the* Ahhey. without 
any \^ing happening to disturb the truiujuillity 
w hi ci^ reigned in it. No one approached it, ev, 
yonya few of the wandering chihKen of povert ; 
V*/! its inhabitants seemed perfectly content wiili 
lt-.11* seclusion from the world. 

Amamla, by Mrs. Duncan’s desire, had told Mrs. 
Dermot to direct her letters to a town about five miles 
from tffc^ Abbey; thither a man went every fiay,^)ut 
, constant)^ returned without one for her. Why,” 
she asked herself, this anxiety for a lettc r, thi*j dis.. ' 
^poiufment at not receiving one, when I n^^,iilhi,;j[»x- 
pect to ir any thing interesting or agreeabK ?* Mrs. ^ 

' If V 7 

Dermot has already said she {;ad no.^picans of hearing ‘I 
Y * aboil I 
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Bbout lipy Mortimer ; and eTen if she ^d, why 
*shoJid I dcjtrc such intelligence^ torn as I am from, 
him for ever?” 

At the expiration of another an incident 

haijpenod, which again destroyedlthe composure of 
eur heroine ; Mrs. Bruce one naming hastily en« • 
tered the room where ^le and Mrs. Duncan were 
sitting with the little girls, and begged they would 
not stir from it till she told them to do so, as the 
of Rosline's steward was below stairs ; and 
if he* knew of their residence at the Abbey, she was 
confident he would reveal it to his Lord, which she 
liad no doubt would occasion her own dismission 
from it. The ladies assured her they would not 
leave the apartment ; and she retired, leaving them 
astonished at the agitation she betrayed. 

In about two hours she returned, and^twd she 
came to release tliem from confinement, as stew- 
ard had departed. lie has brought itnexp^ ted in- 
telligence,’’ said she ; the Marquis and his:family 
arc coming down to the Castle* The seasoh ^'^ ^ , 
far advanced, 1 did not suppose they would visiU^ilt 
next summer: I must therefore,” continued snk.»: 
addressing her niece, ^^*8end to the neighbouring < 
toVn, •to* procure lodgings for you till^^h* family 
leave the country; as no doubt some of them will 
come to the Abbey, and to find*you in it would, f 
you, be attended with unpleasant 
qiiQivcii to me*”— -Mrs. Duncan begged ^^he would 
. 6 ■■'Niuitv 
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not suiTer the least uneasiness on Irer a(^qunf, anti 
proposed that very day leaving the Abbey 
Mrs. Bruce replied; tlicre is no necessity for quit- 
ting it for a few-.j3ays longer. The family,” conti- 
nued she, are doming down upon a joyful occa- 
• sion — to celebrate the nuptials of tlio Marquis’^ 
daughter, Lady Euphrasi^ Sutherland.” — Lady 
Euphrasia’s nuptials !” exclaimed Amanda, in an 
agitated voice, and forgetting her own situation; 

to whom is she going to be married To 

Lord Mortimer,” Mrs. Briicc replied; “ the Earl 
of Cherbury’s only son, a very fine young man. I 

am told the afiair has been long talked of, but ” 

Here she was interrupted by a deep sigh, or rather 
groan, from the unfortunate Amanda, who, at the 
moment, fell back on her chair, ])ale, and 
witho^^'^ibotlon. Mrs. Duncan sc;(anu‘il, and ilew 

yt 

to her\>ssist:ince. ^Irs. Bruce, equall)’ frightened, 
though j5»ess aflected, ran for re.storalive&^ and the 
childryi clasped her knees and wept. From her 
look and nrsmner, Mrs. Duncan suspected, 
froS thefi* first acquaintance, that her heart had ex- 
W^irienced a disappointment of the tendtrest nature. 
Her little girls too had tdld hervthat they had seen 
Aliss Dqna'.d crying over a picture. Her siispicions 
conjceming such a disappointment were now con- 
^rmed by thesuddeh emotion and illness of Amanda : 
bja<* she had all the delicacy which belongs to 
iiensibiUty„ and determined never to let itmanda 

know 
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know jhg^njecturcd the source of her sorrows ; 
*ceriain as^c was, that (hey had iicTcr originated 
from any misconduct. 

Mrs. Bruce’s drops restored AmJrtida’s senses; but 
she^ felt weak and trembling, and/begged she might , 
supported to her room to lie down on the bed. 
Mrs. Bruce and IMrs. Duttcan accordingly led her to 
it. Tlie former almost immediately retired, and the 
tears of Amanda now hurst forth. She wept a loiiof 
time without inJfrmission ; and as soon as her sobs 
would permit her to speak, begged Mrs. Duncan to 
leave her to herself. Mrs. Duncan knew too well 
the luxury of secret grief, to deny her the enjoy- 
ment of so melancholy a feast, and directly with- 


drew. 

'Fhe wretched Amanda then asked hersel^^ 
had not known btfore that the sacrifice shS^ade 
Lord Chorhnry would lead to the event she,^w' re- 
gretted? it was true she did know it; bu^when- 
ever an id(a oWls taking place occurred, she i>^d so 
sedulously driven it from her mind, that she at 
almost ceased to think about it: w'ore he . 

united to any other woman than Lady Euphrasia, 
she thought she would not be so wretched. Ok ’■ 
Mortinfcr? beloved of rny soul,” she criefT, “^Were 
you going to be united to a woman sonsilUt? of your^ 
worth, and worthy of your noble heart, in the 
knr^wledge of your happiness, my misery vVould bb • 
lessened^; but what an union of misery i»dst^ minds 
80 uncongenial as youi^^d Lady EuphrKws 

/ , y^Al*! 
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Alas! hm I not wretched enough in poj|t^plathig‘, 
niy own prospect, of unhappiness, but <^^hat yobrs' 
alio must be obtruded on me ? Yet, perhaps,” she 
continued, th^ evils I dread on Lord Mortimer’s 
, account may be aycrted r oh that they may !” S|aid 
^she, with fervour} and raising her hands and eyest 
** Soften, gracious Heaveni^ soften the flinty nature 
of Lady Euphrasia ! oh, render her sensible of the 
blessing you bestow in giving her Lord Mortimer, 
and render her not only capable o}]i^nspirin^,' but of 
feeling, tenderness ! may she prove to him the* ten- 
der friend, the faithful, the alTcctionate companion, 
the unfortunate Amanda would haT 9 been ! oh,* 
may she build her happiness on his ! may his be as 
great as his virtues, extensive as his charities! and 
knowledge- of it sooth my afllictcd heart!” 

g irits wore a little elevated by the fervency of 
guage ; but it was a transieut elevation ; the 
pread over her cheeks soon died\way, and 
\ again began to flow. Ales!” she cried, 
>w days his nuptials will be solemnized ; and 
diish,” continued she, gazing at his picture, 
‘•IB to contemplate this dear shadow, when 1 reflect 
‘ its original is the husband of Lady Euphrasia.” 

T]),e diifber-bell now sounded through tlte Abb^, 
and almost at the same moment she heard a tap at 
^ber door. She started ; and reflected, for the flrst 
time, that her deep dejection would naturally excite 
suspicions as to its source, if longer i^dulge^,. 

the idea of jjpyp^ring she hastily 

wip/s4 
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;i*jpf»(l tears; and opening the dooi^ found 

lier friend^ Mrs. Duncan, at who begged she 
would comedown to dinner. Amanda did not re* 
fuse,* but was obliged to use the Supporting arm of 
her friend to roach the parlour. ^Shc could not eat./ 
IVith dilficulty could she restrain her tears, or an* 
swer the inquiries Mrs.lBruce made after what she 
supposed a mcj^c bodily indisposition. She forced 
herself, howe^*v to continue in the parlour tilL 
after tea, when^ards being produced, she had an 
opportunity of going out, and indulging her an* 
guidh without fear of interruption. Unable, how- 
ev<’r, to walk far, she repaired to the old chapel ; 
and sitting down by it, leaned h(T head against its 


decayed and ivy-covered walls. She had scarcelv 
sdt in this manner a minute, when the stos^gavc 
way, with a noise which terrified her ; and sh^vould 
have falley backwards, had she not caught at some 
projecting wood. She hastily rose, and found \iat the 
ivy entirely concealed the breach ; she examined it^ 
however, and perceived it large enough to admit^fer 
into the chapel. A sudden pleasure pervaded ri^f 


heart at the idea of beings able to enter it, and exa. 
thejiictiirc she had so long wished ^o behold, 
was nothing to oppose her entrance the 


ivy: this she* parted whh difficnlty,’ but se as not tea 
strip it from the wall ; and after stepping over the\ 
falleii jjjiibbish, she found herself in the body of the 
chapel.* The silent hoar of twilight now ad- 
vanced; bat the moJM^'aiDB, that dafn^hrovi^^ 
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the brdlL,en roof, preyenied t}ie chapel being.. 
inToWecl in utter dsirkness. Already the owls* 
began their strains of melancholy on itt mouldering 
pilkrs, while tht^avens croaked amongst the luxu* 
riant trees that rustled round it. Dusty and moth, 
eaten banners were suspended from the walls ; and 
rusty casques, shields, and spears, were promiscu. 
ously heaped together — the useless armour of those 
orer whose remains Amanda now trod with a light 
and trembling foot. She lookeifjtfbf the picture, 
and perceived one reclined against the wall, "near 
the altar. ^ She wiped away the dust, and perceived* 
this was indeed the one she sought — fjic one her fa- 
ther had so often described to her. The light was^ 
too imperfect for her to distinguish the features ; , 

, i^ulved, if possible, to come at an earlier 
bourse ensuing evening. She felt impressed with 
reverenflal awe as she stood before it. She recol- 
lected fiip pathetic manner in which herVather had 
mentioned his emotions as he gazed upon if, and her 
Aifo began to flow for the disastrous fate of her pa- 
wrfsand Ikt d9n. She sunk, in an agony of grief, 
which mournful remembrapccs and present calamities 
excited, upon the steps of that altar where Fitzalan 
and dVIulvina had plighted their irrevocalbl^ 

^he leaned her arm on the rails ; but her face was 
turned to the picture, as if it could see, and would 
pity her distress. She remained in this situation 
till the piking of the Abbey clock warifed her 

going towaBdg>^he entrance, she per- ^ 

«eiT/(d- 
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.ccived ^ ^^all arched ddor at the opposite sjdc: aa 
*th&apartn^ts Lady MaWina had occupicdT were in 
this part of the building, she resolved on visiting 
them before she left the Abbey, iJcst the breach in 
the wall should be discovered ere she returned to it. 
Slie returned to the parlour ere the ladies had* 
iinished their game^ of piquet ; and the next even* 
ing, immediately after tea, repaired to the chapel^ 
leaving them en^ged. as usual, at cards. She stood 
a few HiinuteSlSo^rc it, to see if any one was near; 
but perceiving no object, she again entered it. She 
had now sufficient light to examine the picture 
rtiough faded ^jy the damp, it yet retained that love* 
liiiess for which its original was to be admired, and 
which Amanda had so often heard eloquently de* 
sciibed by her father. She contemplated itwitVsW^ 
and pity ; her heart swelled with the emotio^U ex- 
cifed, and gave way to its feelings in fears/ To 
weep befoul? the shade of her mother, seemed to as* 
suage the bitterness of those feelings. She pro* 
iioimced the name of her parents ; she called herself 
their wretched orphan, a stranger, and a depend*ilt 
in the mansion of her ancestors : she ^ronounce^ 
the name of Lord Mortimer In the impassioned ac* 
t^derness and distress. As sh^tku^in* 
dulg(drthc sorrows of her soul in tears and lamenta* 
tions, she suddenly heard a faint noise, like an ad* 
vancing footstep, near hrri» She started up, -for she ^ 
’ hafi b(;<*i4* kneeling before her mother’s picture, ter* 

T rifted lest her visit toyt^e chapel had disco- ^ 
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^Tercd, lybich she knew would mortalj^j^tsoblige 
Mrs. Erucc ; thougji why she should be s/» avers^to 
^ any one's Tisiting It, she could not conceive. She 
listened, in trembling anxiety, for a few minutes — ^all 
; And she returned to the parlour, 

where she found the ladies as she had left them; deb 
termincd, notwithstandingrher last fright, to return 
the next evening to ^he chapel, and visit the apart- 
ments that were her mother’s. 


CHAP. xiir. 

‘What bcck’^ing ghost, along the moonlight shade, 
Invites my steps? Fopz. 


The next evening Amanda’s patiencQ was put to the 
tost, for, after tea, Mrs. Duncan proposed a walk, 
wh^h seemed to cut off her hopes of visiting the 
^pel thnt -evening: but after strolling some time 
about;4he valle-y, compimsance for her aunt made 
Mrl;^I^ulfean return to tbe parlour, wh£reAl 5 fr"'^^j^, 
expected to take her usual hand at piquet.^ The 
hour was late, and the sky so gloomy, that the 
sql>on, though at its full^ could scarcely penetrate 
Ike darhsuess ; notwithstanding all this, Amanda 
l^lved ^^oing to the clmj^l, considering, this as, 
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.HIn the only opportunity she would 

^ hifre of '4^tiitmg the apartment^her mother had oc- 
rupiod, which she had an irrcj^ressible desire to 
enter, ns in two days she was to accompany Mrs. . 
Duncan to lodgings in the neighbouring town. She^ 
Accordingly said she had a mind to walk a litl)^ 
lunger. Mrs. Bruce bade her beware of catching 
cold, and^Mrs.^uncan said she was too fond of 
solitary ranib!^ : hut no opposition being made to 
her intt»ntrtfli7\lie hurried to the chape], and enter* 
jng the little arched door, found herself in a lofty 
hull, in the centre of which was a grand staircase, 
•the whole et^lightcned by a large Gothic window at 
the head of the stairs. She ascended them with 


trepidation ; for her footsteps produced a hollow 
echo, which added something awful to 
that enveloped her. On gaining the top^f the 
stairs, she saw two large folding doors o.l' either 
*jide, botlf closed. She knew the direction to take; 
and, by a siwill exertion of strength, pulled tl.e 
one on the left side* open, and perceived a long ga!* 
l.M'y, which she knew was terminated by the apart- 
ni<‘nts she wanted to visit. Its almolt total dar^* 


ness, Jiowevor, nearly conquered* her wish, aud 
^^i^k* hSr resolution of proceeding ; bTlt asl^^med^ 
ereii to herself, to give way to suporstUiuus fears, 
Of turn back without gratifying her inclinations 
after going so far, sheAidvanced into the gallery,! 


though with a trembling step ; and as she let tho 
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:that sliook (he tvhole building* The gall ery o n OM 
side had a row of arched doors, and the other* 
an equal number^ of windows; but so small, and 
placed so high, as scarcely to admit a ray of lighter 
Amanda's heart began to beat with unusual quick* 
*ness, and she thought she should nerer reach the 
end of the gallery. She 0,% last came to a door ; it 
was closed, not fastened. She j^ushed' it gently 
open, and could just discern a spaci^piis room : this 
she supposed bad been her mother’s dfesoing-rooib. 
The moonbeams, as if to aid her wish of examin- 
ing it, suddenly darted through the casements. 
Cheered by the unexpected light, she advancerl into* 
the room. At the upper end of it, something in 
white attracted her notice : she concluded it to be 


'H’.'llP’piir trait of Lady Malvina’s mother, which she 
had informer} hung in (his room. She went 
up to examine it ; but her horror may be better 
conceived than described, when she fou\d herself 
not by a picture, but by the real forw of a w'oman, 
with a deathlike countenance! She screamed wildly 
at the terrifying^ spectre, for such she believed it to 
be, and qui(!S^ as lightning (lew from the room. 
Again was the v<ioon obscured by a cloud, and sho 
invql^ib iif utter darkness. She ran with Ifeuch/ffcii.^ 
Icmce, thot^ as she reached the door at the ciid <*( 
yj'ihe gallery, she fell against it ; extremely hurt, she 
T)ad not \)owcr to move for a few minutes ; but 
wUie she involuntarily paused, she heard ap^roach- 


Jlgg footet^s. Wild with^J^or, she instantly 


covered 
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covered her facnlties, and attempted opening it^ 

^ ;but. it'^’IrVsjTited all her efforts. Protect me. 
Heaven!” she exclaimed ; and^lt\the moment felt ' 
an icy hand upon hers : hersensesffnslantly receded, 
and 'she sunk to the floor. When she recovered 
^o\n her insensibility, ^he perceived a glimmoring* 
\ light arountT her. She ^ened her eyes with fear^ 
fulness, but no object appeared ; and, to her great 
joy, she saw th^ door standing open, and found 
that th e jigh t proceeded from the large window. She 
instantly rose, and descended the staircase, with as 
much haste as her trembling limbs could make; but, 
again, what was her horror, w hen, on entering the 
chapel, the first object she beheld was the same that 
had already alarmed her so much ! She made a 
spring to escape through the entrance; but thps«p«!i^ 
parition, with a rapidity equal to her own, '■glided 
before her; and with a hollo^v voice, as she waved 
an emaciatfid hand, exclaimed, Forbear to go!”— 
A deadly faintness again came over Amanda ; she 
sunk upon a broken seat, and put her hands over 
her eyes, to shut out the frightful vision, Lose,” 
continued the figure, in a hollow voic^‘‘ lose your 
suporstiUous fears ; and in me behQjfl not an airy 
!*yBB Eldt^t*of the other world, but a smfu^p^sof- 
and repentant woman !” The terrors of 
Amanda gave way at this unexpected^dfress * but^ 
her surprise was equal !• what those terrors had 
b?ff*n.. Wie withdrew her hand, and^^azed atten. 
lively on the form befw^her. If 
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deccWe me not,” it continued, you ate a 
^descendant of the Dunreath family; Jfelieard }^oii.; 
last night, 'when/ fbu imagined no being near, call 
yourself the unfortunate t>rphan of Lady MaWina 
: Fitzalan .” — ^ I um indeed her -diildi” replied 
Amanda . — Tell me, then, by what means you 
have been brought hither? You callb'd yourself a t 
.Btranger, and a dependant in the house of your an» 

^ cestors.” — {-‘am both,” -said Am\(nda; my real 
; name is concealed, from circumstances^^culiarly 
, distressing; and 1 have been brought to the Abbey 
He an instructress to two childroii related to the per- 
»' ^n who takes care of it .” — My prayers, a^ 
'length,” exclaimed the ghastly figure, raising her 
, hollow eyes and emaciated hands, my prayers 
reached the throne of mercy; and as a proof 
^.«,Abat my repentance is accepttd, power is given me to 
. make reparation^ for the injuries I have committed, 
thou,” ehe cried, turning to AmaiKja,^^ whose 
form revives in my remembrance* the youth and 
, beauty^blasted by my means, if thy mind, as well 
. as thy face, resembles Lady Malvina’s, thou wilt, 

/: in pity to fpy sufferings, forbear to reproach my 
; crimes! In she coSitinued, you behold the 
gjiil^^, bvt contrite, widow of the Eau* 
feath.” — Amanda started ; Oh, gracious 

^ she exda*fme^, can this be possible 1”—^^ Have 
you not been taught to e^iLecrate my name?” asked 
the unhappy (voman.~^^ Oh, no,” replied ^^manda. 
— Noj’^replied Lady Dutireatb ^ because your 

Bother 
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mother was an angfl. But did she not leaTe aeon?” 

Y'ies/'^said Amanda — And does he live?”—- ^ 
'V Alas! t do not know,” Amanda, melt* 

iiig into tears : distress separated us ; and he is not 
mone ignorant of my destiny than I am of his.”^, 
^^•It Is I,” exclaimed Lady Dunreath, liavc beepi^ 
the cause ^ this distress; it is I, sweet and sainted 
Malrina, haTc been the cause of calamity to yoipr 
•children; but blessed be the wonder-working hai|4 ^ 
oif Proj^ence,” she continued, which has given 
•me an opportunity of making some amends for 
^cruelty and injustice! But,” she proceeded, *^as ' 
^1 know the chance which led yon to the chapel, 
dread to defliin you longer, lest it should lead to a 
discovery. Was it known that you saw nw, all mf 
intentions would be defeated; be Secret then, I 
jure you, more on your own account than 
and let not Mrs. Bruce have the smallest intimation 
of what Jfts passed : but return to-morrow nighty 
and you shall receive from me a sacred deposit^ 
which will, if affluence can do it, render you com- 


pletely happy. In the meantime, do you throw upon 
paper a brief account of your lif^ that I may, 
know the incidents which so providptially brought 
tfce. Abbey,” Amanda pronnsed^o o ^ y 
^ery respect ; and the unfortunate woman, iin«r 
Able longer to speak, kissed her hal^ tlnd retir^. 
through the little arch^ door.'N^manda left tho^ 
^ha^p*^; and, full of wonder, pitj^^and expecta- 


her hal^ 
lOr-'N^i 

•, pit}X* 


ilou, moved mechanically to the parloun 
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r Mrs. Bruce and Mrs. Duncan had just risen front 
r cards, and both were instantly struck wffthTer jjal-; 
lid and disorderCtTlooks. They inquired If she was 
ill ? their iiiquiri^ roused her from a deep reverie ; 
she recollected thedangcr of exciting suspicions; and 
Replied she was only fatigued with walking ; eTnd 
begged leave to retire to her chamber.^ Mrs. Dun* | 
can attended her to it, and would have sat with her % 

^ I 

till^sbe saw her in bed, had Amanda allowed her; 

, but it was not her intention, indeed, tQj^p to bed 
' for some time. When left to herself, the, surprising 
and interesting discovery she had made had so agi. 
tated her, that she could scarcely Compose herself 
enough to take up a pen to narrate the particulars 
of her life, as Lady Dunreath had requested. She 
' Sketched them, in a brief, yet hasty, manner, suf- 
ficiently strong, Jiowever, to interest the feelings of 
a sympathetic heart. The tender and peculiar sor- 
rows of her own she omitted ; her lifeVas repre- 
sented suiTiciently calamitous, without mentioning 
the incurable sorrow which disappointed love had 
entailed upon it. She was glad she had executed 
her task wi(!k^ haste, as Mrs. Duncan called upon 
hgr, ill the coij'se of the next day, to assist in pack- 
ing fjj^rth<?ir/emoval to the neighbouring town. 

^ The evening was far advanced ere she had sHn op-.^ 

/ portnnity of |[repoiriiig to the chapel, where she 
found th'e unf^ronate Lady Dunreath resting, in an 
attitude of tteep despondence, against theiiijjs df 
illr pale and^w'oe-wora countenance, 

V , her 
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fier ema€iAted fom, hee solitary aU m«' 

ypwd Amalida with the ^nd<*r<jst oofiipas»lai]i ; and^ 
shedroppca a tear ii])on the cold a^ wittihr^ hafndf 
which was extendf^d td-heTj as dio Afipfoached* 
merit* not tTie tear of pity,’’ sai^thc unhappy 
n;^A^ ; yet I a gleam of comt^rt ou my hearit^^ 
Ito ifr^*t wittTa beiijg wh<^feels for its sorrows 
Jt!ic lAdineiifs arc .precioiis.^^ She then led Amandi^' 
f the altar ; and steeping down, desired her assist^^ , 
iA^ ^moving a small marble flag beneath 
Ipite bclAg etfetted with difficulty, Amanda perceived 
an inyn box, wlncb she also assisted in revising. 
Lady Dtirireath then took a key from her bosom, 
with which' site opened it^ and took fiom thence a 
scaled pajiltr: ilecein /’ said slie, prcowiting it 

to Amanda, receive the will of your grandfather ; 
a sacred deposit, entrusted to your «ire, for your 
brother^ the rightful heir . to the Earl of DuilTcath. 
Oil, may restoration/ and my sincere repent- 
ance, atone fo%its^Iong detention and concealment ! 
Ohj-^niay the forttinc it will bestow upon y-ouj as 
well as your brother, be productive to both of the 
purest happiness!” ^ " 

Tt*emJi)ing, with jdyful ' surprised Ainanda r<w 
J|Lfbe faper ; Gracious HcavenN” 

it possible'? do I really hold fhj will of 
^ a wiU which will bro- 
ther Oh, Pft>vid6nce3j^ow ifiysteri* 

jp^cd of my 

shrb^ttmtinuedj^J^gettiiig, attha 

M c» 
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every consideration of self^ could thy sister hard 
possibly foreseen her sorrovs would hav|i led to suc^ 
a discovery, hal^their bitterness would^have be^n 
, • ailayed ! Yes, my father, one of thy children may, 

' ajt least, be ; and in witnessing that happl- 

^^neis, the other find a mitigation of misery!’* 
Ttfars barst from her as she spoke, anif'rdlieved the m 
Otrong emotions that swelled her heart, • almost to I 
hursting. 

Oh, talk not of your misery,” sgtd Lady 
Dunreath, with a convul&ive sigh, lest you driT^ 
me to despair! for ever must I accuse myself of 
being the real source of calamity to Lady Malvin^ 
and her children.” — Excuse me,” Cried Amanda, 
wiping her eyes ; I should be ungratefulito Heaven 
and to you, if 1 dwelt upon my sorrows: but let 
me not neglect this opportunity,” she continued, 

** of inquiring if there be any way in which 1 can 
possibly servo you? is tnere no frient^nto whom I 
could apply, in your name, to ha^ you released 
from this cruel and unjustifiable confiuemerit?”— ^ 
No,” sayJil^ady Dunreath ; no such friend 
exists. Whe? 1 had the power ro do so, 1 never 
conciliated frh^dship ; and if I am still remembered 
^ iliac wOrldf it is only with contempt and abhe » i — 
renco. The laws of my country would caoUipJi;^ 
liberate me ^t once: but if things turp^ut 9S 
expect,' there ^/ill be no csccasion for an application 
to them ; and any step of that^ kind, itt present, ' 

{jSv^ttended with \ thermos t unpleasant coimci* 

‘ ^ ^ *** qn«acM .* 
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^lienees — } ou r fu ture prosperity , my present safety^ 
•ull^dttpend ^on secrecy for a sboit peiiod* la this * 
d)a\rnig one from her^pocket, and pre« 
it to Amanda, 1 have explained my reason 
for desu-ing such socrocy/’ Amanda put it, with 
tiewUl, into her bosom; and ga?e, in return, tbe^ 
. iTttle nariVliTo she had sketched. They bothassisted 
I in replacing the box and llag, and then seated theos# 
selves on the steps of the; altar. Amanda informed 
Lady Dinircath of her intended departure the next 
hou^tho Abbey, and the occasion of it. Lady 
Punieath expressed the utmost impatience to have 
every thing put into a proper tiain for the avowal of 
the nill, dccfhiing, that the sight of the rightful 
heir in possc^ssion of the Abbey, nould calm the 
agitations of a fpirit which she believed would soon 
forsako its earthly habitaliQu. Tears of compas- 
sion fill fiom Amanda at these words; and she 
shuddered ^fo think that the an fortunate woman 
might die abandoned, and bereft of comfort. Again 
she urged her to thii.k of some «exped lent for pro*, 
cuiing immediate liberty, and again LadyDuorcatb 


assured in r it was impossible. 

Absorbed in a kind of ympathot^,])l!elancholj^ 
ijuBwjy^oTg^t the danger of delay, fjf the MbM 
•j^c* chiming half an hour pa&t ted, which woe 
Uian Mts. Bruce’s usual hour ^siLper, startled 
, end alarmed them both.* Go, gSf’ crietl Lady 
‘ iO^jinrd^h, with a wild exprission of fe^; ^^go, or 


we are undone.” 






%j|4 . 0 p TUB ^abhey; 

Ufnee; and^ trembUitg, departed from tbe chspcl^ 
She stopped at the o^atside to listen ; for by her^ear* 
aloido^could^she ffbi» receive any intioiatJon of daiier 
/ger^ as^ the hight w^s too da>k to permit any ol^c^t 
to ; be discerned: but tlic breeze, sighing ambngjit 
the trees bf the vaUey^ and the melancholy murmijr 
of waterfalls, wore t{Hfoii[y sounds sh^card. She . 
' groped-aloTig the wall' of the chapel, to keep ui the( 
path which wound from^^it to the entrance of the 
Abbey^ and in doing so, passed her hand .over , the 
cold face of a human b<ung. TeiTified/an invo- 
luntary scream burst from her ; and she faintly artU 
ciliated, ‘^ Defendme, Heaven In the next rao^ 
inent she was sdzed round the waist; and her senses 
were receding, when'Mrs, Duncan's voice recalled 
them. She apologized to Amanda for giving her 
such a fright : but said, that her uneasiness was so 
great at her long absence, that, attended by a scr- 
she had come in quest of her. % 

Mrs. Duncan’s voice relieved Aiqanda from the 
horror of thtnking?she had met with a person who 
would insult her, bub It half given rise to a new 
alarm: sheH^red she had been traced to jthe chapel 
•^that her dS&ourse witlS Lady Dunreath had been 
ajsd, of course, the secret of ^the avilH* 
Qtscoverejl — ^id that ‘Mrs. Duncan, ammbJe 
was, mtgh friendship to interest abd coii- 

eanguimty. %is idea overwhelmed her yith aii- 
\gU45h. Hefaeep and heavy sighs, her v^qlewt.tre#!- 
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the serTant, |o assist in supporting Amanda^ 
Dj|#ps were then adiv\inistered ; but 
\ould have wanted theiir usual '^efhcacy with 
podr night wanderer^ had she nc>t soon been co^u* . 
vin^cd, bj Mrs. Duncan’s manner, she b^ 
made the%drea|led. discovery. 

I Amanda would have^etired to her ohamber 
^ fore supper, but that she feared distres^ng Mr^4 
^ Duncan by doing* so, who tiould have impxitedb^ ' 
indisposition to her fright. She accoi^higly re*. 
Gained in 4lie parloui^; but with U mind so occupied' 
by the interesting events of the evening, that she soon. 
fforgot the p^urpose for which she sat down to lable^ 
and neither heeded whai was doing or saying. F rom 
this reverie she was suddenly roused. by the sound of 
a name for ever dear and j)rocious, which, in a 
, moment, had power to rrcali her wandering ideas. 
She raised^ her eyes, and, with a sad intentness,, 
fixed theA on Mrs. Bruce, who continued to talk 
of the approaching nuptials of Lord Mortimer. 
Tears now fell from Amanda, in spite of her etrorts 
to restrain them; and wliHe dropping her head to 
wipe (hem away, she caiig;ht the eyej^Of Mrs. Dun. 
c^n, fiasiened on her wi(Ji an exprefsion of mingled 
pify and^curiosity. A deep jcrimsoja StifFu^d iljk 
SS^be of Amanda, at the consclousncsf of having bi^ 
(rayed the secret of her heart ;^bul her confusion 
. was inferior to her gri^, and th^ch sutTusion of 
> {lie oik soon gave place to the deadly hue of theJ 
other. Ah,’^ thou^t she, what;,JyiOJ^ th^ 
, H 3 
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acquisition of ircalth, when happiness is lieyoDii. 
Tmy reach!” yet scajpcely hal she cot^ired fh^ 
thought, ere she wished it burled m obliTion. Ijp' 
the comfort of indepeodence, the power of 
jMsnsing happiness to others, nothing she asked 
, licrsclf ; do they not merit gratUufl^of^^hc most 
pure, thankfulness of the most fervent, nature, to 
Providence? They do,”' she cried ; and paiid them, 
at the same moment, in the silent tribute of her 


' heart. / 

' ' ' * ' K * 

It was late ere the ladies separated for'^ie night; 
and as soon as- Amanda had secured the door of her , 
chamber, she drew from bosom the papers so * 
catefully deposited there, a^d sat down to perust 
the narratirc of I^ady Dunreatb. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

• 

For true Rcpeutaiioe sever comes too late : 

As soon as bom, she makes herself a shroud, 

Thr weeping mantle of a fleecy cloud ; 

And swift as thought her airy journey takes ; 

Her hand Hcav’n's |2ure gate with trembling strikes; 

The sJ|Lrs do with araasenmnt on her look ; 

She teds her story in so sad a tone. 

That angels start ftom bliss, and give a groan, Lkx. 

• > 

AnoniNG the Power who has giren me means of 
making restitution for my injustice, I take up my 
, pen to disK:Iose to your view, oh, lovely orphan of 
the injured Malvina 1 the frailties of a heart which 
has long bec^ tortured with the retrospect of past, 
and the pressure .of present evil; convinced, as I 
have already said, that, if your mind, as well as 
form, resembles your mother’s, yoa^will, while yon >' 
coudomn the sinner, commiserate tl^ penitent; and 
touched by that penitence, offer ^ % pti^ycr ^ • 
“*Heaveii, and the prayers of inn^enfo arc eiW*"- 
avaiflng, for its forgiveness unto me. Many years 
^re now elapsed since \hc commfncemeht of my 
con'finement — years, which diminished' my ‘ * 

being able to make Veparation for the«pijn 




ce I wa^ 
:od ; 
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*;?crueUy I had done Lady Malvina Fitzalan^ but left 
^ItHabated my desire of doing so# r 

Ah, sweet from thy soft feice 

doomed never to hear my pardoie pronounced : 
from thy child I may, i^perhaps/ have it accorded: 
ff so, from that blissful abode, wh^re (Ijou ndiy 
enjoyesi felicitj', if the departed souls of *tiie happy 
are allowed to view the transactions of this- world, 
thine, 1 am convinced, will behold, wkh benig. 

^ imncy and ccinpassioii, tlie wretch who covers herself 
with shame, to atone for her injuries to the^! 

■ But I must restrain these effusions of my heart, 
lest I encroach too much upon the Jimited . time al-, 
’ lotted to make what 1 may call my coufessioii, and 
inform you of particulars necessary to be known. 

My cruel t}* and insolence to Lady Malvina, you 
110 doubt already know. In my conduct to her, t 
forgot the- obligatidhs her mother had conferred 
upon me, whose patronage and kind production laid 
the foundation of my prosperity. r/*jbiccd at hep 
marriage w ith Captain Fitzalai^ as a step that would 
dopriie her of her father’s favour, and place her in 
that state of-poverty which would conccal charms I 
detested, for beibg superiof to my daughter’s. The 
Lull’s resentmjiit w^s violent at first; b«t,|, wiMi 
.jliyial surprise ^id cohcei^h, I.soon perceived it grai-. 
dually subsiding^ the irreyocableUess of the def*d — 
^tlie knowledge %bat he wanticd lio acquisition of for. 
Ji^ue-i-above jjll, Fitzalau’s uoble descent, and th& 

. graces 
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graces* and virtues he possessed, worthy of the -', 
, highest station, dwel^^pon the Earl’s iaiagiiiafion,, ’ 
^atfd p]en^|d strongly in extenuation of his ilangh-^ 
Alarmed lest my schemes against her sliould 
.be'rendcred aboriive, Hhe an evil spirit, I contmod 
to i^kindle, by means of my agents, the Earl’s re-,^ 
^entmenl.^ represented the flagrant, the daring, 
contempt Lady Malvina had shewn to paternal aiu v 
thority : and that too easy forgiveness of it rmglit; 
influence her sister to similar conduct with a person 
perhaps less worthy, and more needy, if possible, 
than FitXalan. Thi^ last suggestion had ihe desired 
effect ; and Lady Malvina, he declared, in future, 

' should be considered as an alien to his family. 

I now hoped my ambitious views, relative to 
my daughter, would bo accamplisln d. I had long v 
wished her united to the jMaiqnia of Roslinc : bii 
he had for years, been Lady Mahsna’s admirer ; an 
was so nn^ch attached to her, that, on her marriage, 
he went* abroad. My arts were then tried to pre- 
vail oh the Earl to make a will in Lady AngusUi’s 
favour : but this was a point J could not accom- 
plish ; and 1 lived in continual apprehension lest hirf 
dying intestate shoiiM give Lady Malvina the for- 
tunci^I wanted to deprive' her of. , Anxious, hovr- 
tver, •to* procure a splendid establishment^or my ^ 
" daughter, I every where 9aid,‘ theiT was no doidUb** 
but -she would be sole heiress to the Earl. At the 
<'A[)ii;:ilJoa of three ye»^s, the Marquis it'furned tp 
Nils- dative- country. Jlis r.r.fortunaHu passion wa^y/ 
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ilib4ii^d* He and believed fbe reperte H cir* 
jplatedj and) ^timiilated li|if atMrice, lifs leading . 
propensify^ othrei liieba^^ ^ ^ &iigbt4i and iini» ' 
^ accepted. The Earl her a latge ptfrilon 
ready money ; but notwithstanding all my endea** 
Tpurs, would not make a settlement of any of h}S 
estates tipon her. I however still {hoped, and* 
the Marquis, from what I ssKd, believed, she would 
possess all his fortune. My daughter's nuptials 
added to my natural haughtiness; they also in* 
creased my lore of pleasure, by affording me more 
^ amply the means of gratifying it, at the sfTmptuoos 
entortaincments at the Marquis's Castle. Engaged 
continually in ‘them, the Earl, whose infirmities * 
confined him to the Abbey, was left to solitnde, and 
/ the care of his domestics* My neglect, you will 
say, was impolitic, whilst I had any point lo carry 
with him; but Providence has so wisely ordained it, 
that rice should still defeat itself. Had 1 always acted 
in uniformity with the tenderness I once shewed the 
Earl, I have little doubt but that, at iSist, I should 
have prevailed on him to act as I pleased ; but, in- 
fatuated by pleasure, my pruilenco — no, it deserves 
not such an appellation, fqrsook me. Though the 
Earl's body wa« a prey to the infirmities ofege^ 

* bis miiftf knew none of its imbecilities ; add he 
•^dtffisibly felt, and secretly lesenied, my neglect: the 


more he reflected on it, the more he contrasted it 
with the attention he wasacrastomed to receive from ^ 
K 9 buished Malvina; and the resentment 1 had hU 


« 
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tli^rte- ]^ept ftli?# to hU tuind against her gradually 
autaMed. ao that WiMb Wei^ prepared to giYo a far 
^oufablcmecdptidn t#^tha Itttla iAUocant advocata 
sent to (di «d her My Aerror^ toy disinayj^ 

wiion I surprised iha iiCtto Oscar at the knee of hiS 
^prandfathefj^are not to be described. The tc»« 
which the •jojita'ted patent shed upon the lovely iti« 
fdiit^s tlyi k, Sf eraed t8 express ^affection for its mo- 
thopj and refl;f(t for his liguur to her; yet, amidst 
these tears, I thought 1 perceived an exulting joy, 
as he g^/ed upon the child, which seimed tosa}, 
thou wilt yet be the pride, the pi op, the oiuamont 
^ of my aackiit house. Aftei circumstances proved 1 
was right iiE my interpretation of Lis looks. 1 drove 
the little Oscar from the loom with frantic lage. 
Tbt* Earl was extiemcly aha ted. lie knew Ihc^ 
xiolcnce of luy t<nip(i, and Pit too wiak to <nt<r 
into any alt( r. ation >MLh me ; hi tin rrtore if si ivul 
his littJc^fcinuining stiongth and spirits toariaiigehis 
afiaiis, and, by passivems*, sccmal to yield to tny 
sway: but f soon found, thonuh silent. In wd> re- 
solute. My preventing voiir hiothtr fiom again 
gaining access to bis giandfathei, and my repfilsiiig 
}our mother, when shi Requested an interview with 
the'EaiJ, 1 suppose j'ou already k*no\^. Gracious 
Heaven! my heart sickens,, Cvt n aiV this remote 
riod, when I leflect on the night I * turned Cr 
from hfr parental hprae — from that • mansion, 
•.iimlof whose roof her bcnei oh nt mothyr had sbcl- 
d iny tender yeifs from the rude stoics. 

. "« ■■■ 
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Terse life# Oh, l>ia^k Ai^:bw dire 

jetorn for the benefits J reeved 2 Yetj almost 

at the Torjr instant I'toisi^ted so cfueill^i action-^ 
avenged* . No langfiAge can describe iqiyi 
horrors, as conscience repros^ted to md the bir- • 
barity of niy cpiul act : .1 trembled with involuit- 
tary A^ara— sounds bad j^power to every* 

blast which shook the Abbef^ and dreadfujl was the 
tempest of that night, made mo shrink, as if about 

to meet with an instantafieous punishment* 

' ' ' 

/ ' I ireinbled at TDjr indWuIgcd 'crimes, 

Uiiwbipt of justice. - ' ' 

I knew the Earl ejcpected either to see or hear , 
from your mother* Tie was ignorant eff the recep- 
tion she had met from me; and 1 was determined, if 
^ possible, he should continue so. As soon as certi- 
fied of Lady Malvina’s departure from the neigh- 
bourhood of the ABboy, I contrived a letter, in 
Captain Fitzalaii’s name, to the EarJ, hlldl^with the 
. most cutting and insolent reproaches to^hiin, for his 
conduct to his daughter; and imputing her precipi- 
tate departure from Scotland to it. These unjust 
reproaches I .trusted w ould irritate the Earl, and 
' work another revolution ^n his mti#’t but I was 
disappojtitcd ; he: either believed the letter a^forgery, 
resolverf the chlldl^ should not siifTcr for the 
fault of the pa'cntV accordingly sent for his 
' agent, am eminent fa%vye‘r i»i one of the neighbour- 
ing towns* ,jrhe man was lately deceased; but 
ji his profession, pbeyed the summons 

‘ ' from 



CHILDREN OF TIIE ABBEY. 253 

Abbey., I dreiuled his coming ; but scarcely- 
had I scK'U him, ero tMs dread ivas^Ibbt in cmolioi^ 

, till known— R* tender, an ardent pas- 

^\ion took possession, of my heart, on beholdfng a 
. nhyi, in the very, prime of life, adorned with every 
natura^, and acq^mrcd grace that could please the f^e 
* and car., J^arried at an early period— ^-possessed of 
all the advantages of aft — said, and believed myself, 
to be handsome, I flattered myself*! might oujlflb 
heart make an impression eqq;il to that he hud done 
on mine: if so, I thought, how easily could the 
Earl’s, intentions, Ui^favour of his daughter, be de- 
feated ; for thtit love^W'ill readily, make sacrifices, I 
had often > heard, A will w’as made; but my new 
ideas and schemes -divested me of uneasiness about 
it. Molross. continued at the Abbey much longer ^ 
than he iit'od have done ; and when he left it, his ab- 
sence was of short continuance, I'he Karl’s busi* f 
ness wasdiis pretext for his long and frequent visits ; 
but the real motive of them he soon discovered to 
me, encoulfa^ed, no doubt, by the parl!;^l^^y 1 be- 
trayed. 

1 shall not dwell/ - on this part of my story, but ; 
I completed my crime J?y violating my conjugal fide- 
and we ciitciod into an engagement to be united, 
whenever ! was at liberty, which, from*the infirrf 
state of the Karl, t liowbefievod woald shortl^^ be ^ 
the case. In consequence of this, Alelro^ss agreed to ■ 
^ put into my hands the Earl’s wiP, which had been J 
entrusted to his cure, and, heack'Row 
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tip enilr^y iu favour of Ladjr Maltina ami %ier off- 
Sfiritig : it was witnessed b)r friends of Jiis, whom he 
had no doubt of bribing to ffitehce* You nay wony 
der that the will was not destroyed, as soon as t 
had it in my possession ; but to do so never was lify 
itifenlion : by keepiifg it iti ihy h^ds« I tfjisted I ^ 
should have a power overuiy daughter J^'hich duty 
and affection had neV#r yet ^ren me; Violent and 
imperious in her disposition, 1 doubted not but site 
.and the Marquis, who nearly resembled her in these . 
particulars, would eudeavodr to prevent, from pride 
'*atid selfishness^ my union with Melross; but to 
know they were in my power, would crush all op- 
position, I supposed, and obtain their rilost flatter- 
ing notice for him — a notice, from my pride,! found 
Essential to my tranquillity. The Earl requested 
Melross to inquire about Lady Malvina, which he 
promise d to do ; b'ut^ it is almost unnecessary to 
say, never fulfilled such a promise. In abdh^ a year 
after the commencement of my attachment for Mcl- 
ross, he expired ; and the Marchioness inherited his 
possessions, bj means of a forged will, executed by 
Melross ; igi^orant, indeed', at the time, that it was 
by iniquity she obtained them, though her conduct, 
since that period, has^ proved she would npt 
Wffered any compunctims ' from such a knowledge, 
irehjoved fiV)m the Abbey to an estate about fif. 
teen miles fjom it, which the^Earl had left me ; and 
. here, much ^oner than decency would have ,i 
av^'od my intention of marrying Melross, 

io 



CUtLBAtSr M fH£ ABBEY. 2^5 

to th*e MarquiS’ and MarditonBM of RosKne. The 
consequences of thfre^M-al were pretty much what 
I had exp feted. The Harqub, more by looks than 
^ by words, expressed hb^donteeipt*; but the Marchio-« 

• n^s ^openly declared her indignation : to think of> 
uniting^ my^lf to a being so low in life and fortune, 
she said^ tezf Melross, was an insult to the memory 
of her ^ther, and a degradation to his illusfriotia 
house ; it would also be a confirmation of the sein* 
dalous reports, which had already been circulated, 
to the prejudice of my character, about him. Her 
words roused all the violence of my soul : 1 up« 
braided her .with ingratitude to a parent, who had 
stepped beyond the bounds of rigid propriety to 
give her an inerjeateof fortune. My w ords alarmed 
her and thcA^arquis; they hastily demanded an ex* 
planation of them. J did not hesitate in giving one, 
protesting, at the same time, that I would no longer 
hurt my /eeliogs ^n their account, as 1 found no 
complaisance to my wishes, but immediately avow 
Lady Malvilia Fitzalan the lawful heiress of the 
Earl of Dunreath. The Marquis and Marchioness 
changed colour. 1 ^aw they trembled, lest 1 should 
put my threats into exosution ; though, with con* 
sur^.ate art, they pretendef4 to disbelieve that such 
a wiir as 1 mentioned * Ikware,’ cried 1, 

rising from my cliair to quit ihe room, kst 1 give 
you tpo convincing a proof of its reality.^ Except 
I meet with the attention and complaisance I liavb 
a right to expect, I shall no longer act contrary to 
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tV dictates of my conscience, by concealing it. •Un- 
ljuukcd mistress of my own anions, ubat but atfcc- 
^ tion for my daughter could mtdIlOMiie boiisul4||ec upon y 
»,pj' of them ? ' jl^r dkappir^islMUion proceeds alone 
I^Na^ sel/is^^ an alliance wifli Me] ross, fromX*^ ■ 
plJJ^fession, accomplishmeutSj and birth, would not 
^Sgrace a house even more tlluBtrious fcan^the one* 
sbe is descended from, or corfhccted to.* 

¥1 retired to my chamber, secretly exulting at 
t^e UU a of having conquered all opposition ; for 
. }daliily perceived, by the Marquis and Marchioness’s 
manner, they ivere convipcM it was iu my .Tiower to 
deprive (hem of their newfy^acquired possessions, 
which, to secure, 1 doubted not theia sacrtlicing 
their pdde to my wishes, //exulted at the idea of 
r having my nuptials with Mclross cclebraltd with 
that splendour I always delighted in and the pro- 
spect of having love and vanity gratihed, filled me 
Witli a kind of intoaicatiilg haQpiness. ^In a few 
■ Imurs after I bad wrtired to iny room, the Marchio- 
ness sent to request an interview with %ie, which I 
readily granted. She entered the apartment with a 
^respectful air, very unusual her, and iminediately 
made ais apology for Imi^tiate conduct. She ac- 
knowledged I had reason, to be otfended, but a iiyu* 
^^reflection had convincodj^r of her error ; and both 
^hJl aud tbo^larquir Ijhankcd me for consulting them 
ii^bout the change I was about making in my^bitua- 
^ and would pay e\ery attention in their power 

iL ^ -L-J I. .1 •’I'i'lPr’A 


^ • -II * 

tti had honoiiml 'with my choice.' 'i'liat. 


1 did 
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1 did not think the Marchioness sincere in her pT<v 
fessionsj^j^ou maj believe; but complaisance ^was 
alM required. 1 accompanied h^r to the Marquis 
. a general reconciliation ensued, and Melross vTaa' 
Ijrcsented to them. ^ 

• In abg^t two days after Ihis, the Marchiooesa - 
came into my drossing-^oom one morning, and told 
me she had a proposal to make, which, she hopi^,, 
would be agreeable to me to comply with; it was'^^ 
the Marquis's intention, and hers to go immediately 
to the Ct>ntiuent; and they had been thinking, if 
Melross and I would favour them with our com- 
' pany, that ire had better defer our nuptials till we 
reached Paris, which was the first place they intended 
visiting ; as their soleimiiaation in Scotland, so soon ^ 
after the Earl’s (]eath, might displease his friends, 
by whom we were surroutided ; and on their return, 
^hich wovld be soon, they would introduce Mcl- 
ross to tfieir connexions, as a man every way worthy 
of their iiotidb. 

“ After a liulq hesitation, I agreed to this plan i 
for where i( iiitorfcred not with niy own inclinations, 

I w ished to preserve au^appearanci* of propriety to* 
thcwox^ld ^ and 1 could not aVoidJthiii king, that my 
marrying so soon after the Earl’s death, *wotJld draw * 
censure upon me, w hich I should avoid jyy the pPo« 
jecU'd tour, as the certaiu time of my nuptials could 
not then be ascu^rtained.* Melross subnu|ted cheer- 
*frriry*to our new arrangements ; and it-n^as settled, * 
^farther to preserve Appearances, thati^e 5houil^.ga 

• ^before 
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befor<» Qs to Paris. I sappHed him with every thin^ 
requisite for making an elegant appearan^ and h«*^ 
departed in high spirits at the prospect of his splen- 
did establishment for life. J 

,iS5‘ I counted the moments with impatience for re, 
joining him ; and, as had been settled, w^^c(>mmenccd 
enr Jonrnoy a month after Vis departurCt It was 
now the middle of winter; and ere wc stopped for 
the night, darkness almost impenetrable had veiled 
the earth. Fatigued, and almost exhausted by the 
cold, I followed the Marquis through a' Jong pas- 
sage, lighted by a glimmering lamp, to a parlour, 
which was well lighted, and had a com'Portable fire. 

started with amazement, on enteiing it, at finding 
myself in a place I thought familiar to me. My 
surprise, however, was but for. an instant ; ye,t I 
could not help expressing it to the Mai quis. ^ Your 
* eyes, Madam,’ cried he, with a cruel ^solemnity, 

< have not deceived you, for you are now in Dun* 
reath Abbey.’ — ^Dunreath Abbey!’ I repeated; 

* Gracious Heaven ! what can be the meaning of 
this?’— ^ To hide your folly, your imprudence, 
your deceit, from the wosrld,’ he exclaimed : ^ to 
prevent our executing the wild projects of 9*16- 
praved and distempered mind, by entering ihto an 
union at o>ncc contemptible and preposterous ; and 
to save tjio&e from whom alone you derive your 
lonseqiienotr, by your connexion with them, farther^ 
po|ptifieatlofi on your account*’ — To describe Yuliy 
l^he effect of this speech upon a heart like mine, is 

impossible: 
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. impossible : tbe fury iK;bIch perTaded my sotil^ 
'Would, j^ocdicve, liav^ burnnl me into a deed 'of 
dire rerenge, had I had tbe power of executing it; 
myuiuivering lips could not. express my strong in. 
dignation; ^ And do you then, in a country liKt 
{his,* 1 Cfied^ ^ dare to think you can deprive m 
of my liljjerty V — ^ Ye^* he replied, with insulting 
coolness, ^ when it is known you are incapable of 
making a proper use of that liberty. YoU should 
thank me,’ he continued, ^ for palliating your late 
conduct, &y imputing it rather to an intellectual de« 
rangement, than to totpl depravity; from what 
other soured than the former could you have a^. 
serted, that there was a will in Lady Malvina Fltz. 
alan’s favour t’ These words at once developed the 
cau^e of his unjustifiable conduct, and proved that 
there is no real faith between the guilty. From my 
disposition^ the Marquis was convinced that 1 would 
assume a haughty sway over him, in dbnsequcisce of 
the secret of^the will. He also dreaded, thatpai- 
sion or caprice might one day induce me to betray 
that secret, and wrest from him his unlawful pos« 
sessions : thus pride and avarice tempts and deter, 
miij^ him, by condiiing me, to rid him^lf of these 
fears. Oh, would to Heaven,’ cried I, replying 
to' the last part of his speech, ^ I had {iroved my 
assertion ! had I done jus|ice to others, I shpuld not 
Ijave b^en entangled in the snare of t^^hery.’~ 
Vfrove that assertion^now,’ said h.e, shewi^ 
tbe will; and you may, perhaps/ cb^iltioued ht, 

r 
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if^ hesitating accent^ ^ find your doing so attended 
pleasing consequences.* — Rage and scdrii ilash(\l 
fram my eyes at those words; ‘ No/ cried ‘had 
the power of torturing^ you should not tea^ it 
from me! I will Keep it to atone foi my sins, and 
^Xpos^ yours to view, by restoring it^o th'o right* 
0smer.* I demanded iny liberty ; I threatened, sup- 
idicated ; but all in rain ; the Marquis told me I 
might as well compose myself, for my fate waL de- 
cided. ‘You know,’ cried hc^ with a malicious 
look) ^ you have no friends to inquire oiFintc'Vfeie 
about you ; and even if you had, when 1 told them 
whatl believed to be the cas*‘, that your^scnscs wcie • 
disordered, they would never desire to have you 
released from this confinement’ — i called for my 
daughter. — ‘ You will see her no more,’ he ro- 
plied; ‘the passions she has so long i)Iushed to be- 
hold, she will no more witness.’ — ‘Jlatb^^'r say,’ I 
eaiclaiiped) she dare not behold her injuicd 

parent: but let not the wretch, whorlias scveieJ 
the ties of nature, hope to escape unpunished ; no, 
my suiicrings will draw a duadful weight upon her 
bead, and mdy, when ]ea|t e\p( cted, torture her 
b< ait with anguish !’ ^ 

“ Cortvinbed that f was entirely in the Slarfluil’s 
, power, convinced that I had nothing to hope from 
litm or my daughter, rage, horror, and agony, at 
>tbeir unjus^ and, audacious treatment, kindled jn my 
breast a s^^en frenzy, which strong convulsioBii* 
0Uly terminated. AVheo I rWovered from them, 

found 
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tound myself on a in a room, \ibich, at the first 
glance, I i^vncw to be the one the late Lady Duur 
rrath had oocupiiJ, to \phobc honours I so ^ 
worthily succccilcd. Mrs. Bruce, who had 
hoiisekcepor at the Abbe} before my maj’ria^e, 
beside me. I hesitated a few minutes whelhet^^i 
should addi Ai her as a ^uppliant or a superior ; tb^ 
litter, however, beiUj^ nioht agiccablo to mjr ilt%* p 
(’illations, I bade her, with a hauglify air, wliicliL* 
hoped would awe her into obedience, assist mein' 
li'^'ng, and^procurt &omecoii\e\ance from the Abbey 
i/ithoiit delay. The Marquis entered the chamber 
I spoke; ‘ Compose } ourself, Madam,* said he; ' 

^ your d<btiny, 1 repeat it, is ineio^ablo: this 
Abbey is }oiir future lesidence; and bless those ' 
who have atlorded )our follicn such au asylum. It 
bchoiis both the Marchioness and me, iiaUed, to 
becliide a woman w ho might cast imputations on <rar 
chd'acteri^* which those unacquainted with them 
might belh \ ( ^ J started fiom the bed, in the loose 
dress in which they had placed me on it ; and stamps * 
iiig round the room, demandtd my liberty. The^ 
Marquis hcaid my demand with f«oiilemptuous 
silence, and quitted tlie room. I atlci.l^tcd to rush* 
afi^ bins; but he pushed mo back wi^h violcube, 
and c1!fsed the door. My feelings again brought oa 
convulsions, which terminated in a deliiium and ^ 
Tever. In this siluaijoti the Marquis and Marchio^ ^ 
toss.gbaudoncd mr ; hoping, no clouCi^ that xnjr 

^ disorifor 
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Asor(i( r would soon lay me in a prison ered mort 
than the one they had deroted me to. 

Many weeks elapsed ere I Shewed any^ symptom 
of rrcovui y . On. regaining my senses, I seemed as if 
awakening from a ted ions sleep, in which I had been 
^rtiired with frightful visions. The first object ipy 
eyes beheld, now blessed with the porei;s of clear 
{perception, was Mrs. Bru^e, bending o\ or my pil. 
low, with a look of anxiety and grief, which implied 
a wish, yet a doubt, of my recovery. < Tell me,* 
said 1 faintly, ^ am 1 really in Dunreath Abbey ! 
am 1 really confined within its walls by hVder of iny 
child ?’ — Mrs. Bruce sighed. * Do not disturb your« 
oelf with questions now,’ said she; ^ Mhe rea>^on 
Heaven has so moicifuUy restored, would be ill cm* 
ployed in vain murmurs.’ — * Vain mormms!’ Ire. 
peabd; and a deep, despondiug sigh buistfrom my 
heart. ^ 

I la} silent a long time after this ;o the gloom 
which encompassed me at length grew too duary 
to he borne, and 1 dished Mrs. Biuce^'lo draw back 
the curtains of the bed and windows : she obo}ed ; 
and the bii^t beams of (he sun, darting into my 
Toom, dis^i^i^yid to ‘my view an object I could not 
bf'hold wit{)oat shuddering — Uiis was the portrait^ of 
Lady Duun'ath, exactly opposite the bedj# My 
mind was Softened by illness; and I felt, in that 
momenti. as if her sainted |piut stood before* me, to 
awaken my conscience to remorse^ and my heart tq 

^ ' repent'anc^^ 
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ve])GTiflECC. The benevolence ivhich had irradiated 
.the countenance of the original ivith a celestial ex^ 
prcssion, jras powerfully expressed upon the canvas ; 
and recalled, oh, how aifcctingly 1 to my memory^ 
the period in which this Qiost amiable of women gave' 
me a refuge in her house, in her arms, from tkj^ 
sforms ofjifc; and yet her child^ I groaned, her 
child I w^js accessary in destroying ! Oh, how ex*. 
cruciating were my feelings as this period of awakened 
conscience ! 1 no longer inveighed against my sitf# 

ferings ; 1 considered them in the light of retribu* ^ 
tion, and felt an awful resignation take possession 
of my souU ^ Yes,’ groaned I to myself, ^itis.ftt,. • 
that in the vdl*y spot in which 1 triumphed in deceit 
and cruelty, 1 should meet the punishment due t(^‘ 
my misdeeds.’ 

change in my disposition produced a similar 
one in my temper, so that Mrs, Bruce found the 
task of atgC^iding me easier than slie had imagined ' 
it would be^^et 1 did not submit to coniincment 
without many efforts to liberate myself through her 
means ; but her fidelity to her unnatural employers ' ' 
was not to be shaken. Blushing, however, at my 
past enormities, 1 should ikthcr have shr.:»'nk froner^ 
than solicited, admi3si|^ again into the v^orl^l, had 
not an^ardeiit desire of making reju'iration to the 
descendants of Lady Dunreath intluenced fnu to deV " 
aire my freedom. Oh, iHji'Yer did that desire cease^ . 
never |^d a morning dawn^ an evening cl cke^ v^ithoul;: 

eniUeiftiit|( 
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’ entreating Ucaven to allow me means of Fcstoringttf 
the injured their inheritance ! ^ 

Mrs. Ilruce, though steady, was not rruel, and 
nursed me with thetendercst attention till my health 
• was re-established. She then cease d to see nic'cx- 
y^x?pt at night, but took, care I should always be 
, <iTO|)ly stocke d with nccesprios. Slit^ sfipplied me 
with religious and moral hooks; also m.»terials for 
; Writing, if I chose to amuso myself with making 
.comments on them. To those books am 1 imb biod 
being^able to endure, with some degtec of calm- 
ness, my long and dreadful captivit v : they enlarged 
l.itty heart, they enligiitened its ideas concerning th^ 
%‘Sli^remc Being, tliey imj3ressed it \ut*li awful snb- 
t-ttiission to his will, they convinced me inpre forcibly 
; of my transgressions, )et without exciting despair ; 

■ for whil<3 they shewed (he horrors of rice, ilhey 
; proved the ellicacy of rejient.ince. 

Debarred of the comrmoi enjoymer.ts of life, 
Bir, exercise, and sock‘l\, in vain in;^ heart assured 
.\ine my punishment was inadequate to my crimes ; 

repined, and a total languor seized me. AIis. 
Bi^ce at last told me 1 shoull be allowed the range 
of that prfft of the building in which I was confined, 
for I bad* hitherto beer, limited to one room, and, 
consequently, air from (he window s, if i promised 
to make no attempt for recovering my freedom — an 
attempt'slie assured me fvould jirovc abortive, as 
ilone but pilople attached to tlm Marquis iivqd in or 
■ aboiit 
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about the Abbey, who would immediately betray 
me ,to liiin i and if erer he detf'Cted such a step, it 
was his dctirmiuatioii to hurry mo to France. Cer- 
tain that he would bo capable of such baseness^ 
toucirod by the smallest iyululgencc, and eager to ^ 
, prcK.-iire any recreation, 1 gave the most solemn as-* 
siirances of never to make known my 

s’.tuat'on. •Sho accordingly urJocked the several 
doors that had hitlierto impeded my progress from 
one apartment to another, and removed the iron 
bolts w hieh Jh'cured the shutters of (he waidows. 
Oil, with what mingled pain and pleasuse did 1 con- 
ttynplaie the rich {)ro8pect stretched before them, 
now that I was d< barred from enjoying it! At 
liberty, 1 w;onderrd how I could ever have coutem- 
plated it witji a careless eyr* ; nud my &f>irits, which 
the air had revived, siiddivdy sunk into despotidcnco, 
v^heii I redccted 1 eiijoyal this cominou blessing but 
by stealth. Yet who,’ ciitd 1, with agony, ‘ can 
] Idame butn^self? Tin? choicest gifis of Heaven 
were mine, and 1 lost tlnm by my oi^n means: 
wietch as 1 was, th<3 first temptation that assailed^ 
warped me from infbgrity ; and my error is marked 
by the depriviiiioii of tvory^ood.’ AViTfT eager, 
wilh enthu«a^tie delight, 1 gazed on scenefwhtch I 
liad ^o often h(foir regarded with a eaveless j[*yo ; it 
seenud as if I had only now perception to distin- 
guish their beauties. The sJLson’s ditfereiice nfade a 
material /‘ha nge to me, as ail the window's ;vere shut 
up in winter, except thoiB of the aparlmeot I occu. ; 
\oL, III. N * pied, 



265 cxiLDtisN’ or 4k«-*Ai^EY« ^ 

‘ & 

pied^ which only looked into a gloomy court. Ah, 
how welcome to me then was the return of spaing^ 
which again restored to me the indulgcncti of visiting 
the windows ! how delightful to my eyes the green 
• of the valley, and the glowing bloom of the mouu^ 
tain shrubs, just bursting into verc^iircl ah, !u)w 
soothing to my ear the dulling sound of waterfalls, 
and the lively carol of the birds ! ho^ refreshing 
the sweetness of the air, the fragrance of the plants, 
which friendly zephyrs, as if pitying my conflhe- 
ment, wafted through tho windowsLthe twilight 
hour was also hailed by me with delight : it was 
th^n T turned ray eyes from earth to heaven; and 
regarding its blue and spangled vault but as a thin 
covering between mo and myriads of angels, felt a 
sweet sensation of mingled piety and pleasure, which, 
for the time, had power to steep my sorrows ifn for- 
gotfulMf. But in relating my feelings, 1 wander 
from 'We real purpose of <ny narrative'^ ; and forget 
that lam describing those feelings ti^a person, who, 
from my ilRjurious actions, can take but little inte- 
rest In them. 

The will I shall (l*diver to you to-night: lad- 
vise you, if your brother cannot immediately be 
lll^und, to put it iii^o the hands of some m"au, on whose 
abilititio and integrity you can rely ; but, till you 
\meet with such a person, bewaie of discovering you 
your possession, le&t the Marquis,- who, 1 
am s^rfy to say, 1 believe capable of almo«t*auy 
basen^'d; should remove tvrom your knowledge , the 
t penitent^ 
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penitent, whose testimony to the validity of the deed 
wilUbe so cheerfully given, and is so materially es- 
sential: be^ secret then, I again conjure you^ till 
every thing is properly arranged for the avowal of 
.your* rights ; and oh ! may the* restoration of all , 
^ thofie rights ypu shall claim, be to you and to your* 
• brother productive of eiery felicity! from your 
hands may \he wealth it puts into them bestow relief 
and' comfort on the children of adversity I thusyiold- 
ing to your hearts a pure and permanent satisfac- 
tion, which -the mere possession of liches, or theiir 
e\])enf1itiire on idle vanities, never can bestow'. 

• As much^is possible I wish to have my daugh. 
ter saved from public disgrace. From me,^ you will 
say, she merits not this lenient wish ; hift, alas ! 1 
bold 111 } self accountable for her mibconduct. Kiv- 
trusted (o my care by Provitkmce. I neglected the 
sacred charge^ nor ever curbed a passion, or laid the 
foundation of a virtue. Ah, may her wretched pa- 
rent’s prayers %o yet availing! may penitence, #rc 
too late, visit her heart, and teach her to reufvet and 
expiate iier errors ! Had she been united to a better 
man, T think she never woiitl have swcrvefljo widely 
- from nature and from duty ; but the selti h soul of 
the Maiiqiiis taught her to regard self as tht? first 
consideration in life. • 

Mrs. Bruce informed, ^e that the Marquis Jiad 
wr5tte1:i lo'Melross, info*’ming him that I had changed 
my min'd, and w’ould think no more about him j jnd 
she supposed he had procured some esta* 

I jifii blishmunt 
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blibhment in France, as no one had eTer heard of 
bis returning from it. She made several attempts to 
preVuil on me to give up the viill to her , but 1 re. 
listed all her arts, and uas rejoiced to think I had 
concealed it in a place -which would never bd sus- 
'pccted. ^ ^ 

My narrative now cqpcludcd, I wait with even 
trembling impatience for your ex} ecteO visit — for 
that tboment in which 1 shall make some reparation 
for my injuries to your mother. I am also anxious 
for the moment in which I shall locoiveihe promised 
narrative of your life ; from your tears, your words, 
your manner, T may expect a tale of sorrow : ah, 
may it be only that gentle soriow which yields to ilit 
influence of time, and the sweets of friendship and 
conscious innocence ! 

cannot forbear describing what I felt orn first 
hearing your ^oi?c — a voice so liLe in Us harjnonious 
tones to one I knew had long been silent. Impressed 
Igito^aTiawful drcgjj, 1 stood u])on t^e stairs, which 
fivts descending to visit the chapel, as was my con. 
stant custom at the close of day : shivering and ap. 
palled, I had not, fora few minutes, power to inoie ; 
but wheW 1 at List vf ntured neaier to Ihe door, and 
^ saw-you* kneeling before the dust.co\e^l shade^of 
her I had injured — when 1 heard you call yourself 
berwveLcjicd orphan, ah, what weio lU) emotions! 
An dwful voice scemcA sounding in njya-ar — ‘ Ec- 
bold the hour of restitution is arrived! l^;hpld a 
the hand of Providence has conducted 
^ liithcif 
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ihitlici to locoive rcpaialioQ for ili'* injustice'^ ou (lid ^ 
hei» parents V Adore that mighty hind nhich thus 
atloids jAi means of making atonement foi^^oui 
oflenc(s.’ I did adore it; I rai«(d my streaming 
m;y tremliling hands, to I]ea\(n, and blessed* 
the gracibus foMer ^hich had griiUtd my prater. 

Ihe ?vay by ^hich^i saw )oii quit m) ntire- 
mnit, proved to me youi entrance into it Mas un- 
known. 

* With an impatience boidciing on agony, I 
Malted foi Alie next i\c rung, it nine without bting. 
ingyou, and no ]aiii,uagf cm c xjiuss ni} diSippoint- 
infiit. D^jKjed, 1 returned to n) (himlKi, which 
^ou entofd soon alter, end viliuc i on n ((lud so 
gnat a flight, ><(, Ik* assuiid, not a gicatcrone 
than I cx|)crienceJ, foi the |,U iia of inoonl'ght 
whiili dispkuod me to }oii, give jou full to my 
vnw, andl^bduld the vciy form and lacc of Lady 
Malvina. • In fq.m and fite msv } on aioAi resemble 
Ik*! dilhreii^ far dititiint, b' your iitstin}^|^om 
hers! boon ma) \oui bi other bo icsloied to ^our 
arms! Should he then shudder at my name, oh, 
teach him, withameic^ likejoui own*, to ac(^o^d 
me forgiveness ! 

^ “Yc^stvedaud pucious dcscindanfs of Ais 

lustnous house, je nghtfal heirs of l>un;;cath Ah- 

be\5 ma} your future jo\s ampi) itio*»pius( vour 
^ ft * 

past. soiVoM s ! may Ihosr sorrows be forgotten, or 

Anly remem be led to temper prospi 111 and tiach it 

pity for the woes of d^Jlers! may vytuesMdd 
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to the renown of your ancestors, and entail eternal 
pea(^* upon your souls! may their line* be by you 
continued, and continued as a blessing to sMl around! 
may your names be consecrated to posterity by the 
voice of gratitude, a*nd excite in others an emulaliou , 
to pursue your courses ! # * *’• 

Alas, my unhappy cIiHd ! why do I not express- 
such a wish for you ? I have expressed "It, J have 
prayed for its accomplishment, T have wept in bit- 
terness the idea of its being unavailing. Lost to tlie 
noble propensities of nature, it is not from virtue, 
but from pomp and vanity, }oa seek to deri\e plea, 
sure. » • 

Oh, lovely orphans of Malvina! did you hat 
Lnew, or could you but conceive, the bittev anguish 
I endure on my daughter’s account, you would 
think yourselves ^niply avenged for all ^ourft»ja. 
ries ! » , 

Oh (idd ! ere my trembling soul leaves its frail 
tenirflcnt of clay, let it be chrered by the krio\^ leilgo 
of my child’s repoiitanoe! 

) ou, ye young and tender pair, wlio are 
about e^ifering into th^ dangerous posstssioii of 
fiches, learn from me that their misapplication, the 
perversion of our talents, and the negUctr of our^’ 
"jimies, will, even 'u tliis world, meet their pjnhh- 

Biwit! o' ^ 

** Resolute in doing justice to the utmost of niy 
power, I ara ready, whenever I am culVd upon, 
to bear '»p(l«ince to the validity of the will I shall ^ 

' dclivcT \ 
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fftsk in convincing Juliana of the impropriety of en** 
couraging such an attachment^ was not a dtHicult* 
one ; but, alas ! 1 saw the conviction was attended 
w.^th a pang of anguish, which piesced* me to ^ the 
soul. Belgrave, from the assumed softness and de- 
licacy of his manners, had fnade an impression on her' 
heart, .which was not to.be erased; every effort, 
however, which prudence could suggest, she resolved 
t(? mak6 ; Jtnd in compliance with ray wishes, avoid-^ 
ed Belgrave. This conduct soon, convinced him it 
would be a difficult matter to lull roy caution, or 
betra)fhcr innocence; and finding all his attempts to* 
see, or convey a letter to her, ineffectual, he depart- 
with his parents from Woodhouse. 

Juliana heard of his departure with a forced' 
smile ; but a starting tear and colourless cheek too 
clearly denoted to me the state of her mind; I shall 
not attempt to describe my*flufferings on witnessing 
hers; with^my ptt/WiTS mixed a degree of venera- 
tion for that viTtue%hich, in so young a mind, could 
make such exer|loi]j against a passion disapprovod of 
by a parent. The evening of his departure, no longer 
under any restraint, she walked out alone, and in- 
stinctively, perhaps, took the road to Woodhouse: 
slie wardered to its deepest ^oom, and thefe gave 
« way to emotioij^^hic}]^ from* her efforts to suppress 
vhem^ were become al^iost too painful to supporf# 
The gloom of the wood washeightesed bjf tbeshadei^ 
of evenirf^ ; ai^^d a solemn stillness 
well calculated to iiisp^ pmislve 
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the name of Belgrare in tremulous accents^ 
.IfcBd lamcfnted their ever halting met. A sudden rust- 
ling among the trees startled her ; and the next *nio« 
ment she beheld hint at her feet, exclaiming, . ‘ We 

0 ^ c 

baTe met, my Juliana, nerer more to part !? 

Surprise and confusion so orerpowert'd. her 
aenses, as to render her for some time unable to at- 

• o 

lend to his raptures. When she grew^ composed, ho 
told her he was. returned to make her honourab'y 
bis ; but, to eifect iliis intention, a journey from the 
bamlet was requisite. She turned pale at these words, 
and declared she nerer would consent to a c^Undcs- 
tine measure. This declaration did uo^ discourage 
^ Belgrare ; he knew the interest he bad in her hcar^^ * 
and this knowledge gave an energy to his argumcnls, 

. irhicb gradua^y undermined the resolution of Juli- 
^ ana. Already, he said, she had made a sui^ciciil sa- 
'Vcrifice to;filial duty^ surely something was now due 
love like his^ which, on her a^orJunt, would cheer- 
siubmit to innumerable difficulties. As he was 
^ «n^ tffiy a journey to Scotland was unavoidable, 
be said; and he would have m^ade me his confidant 
V OID the occasion, but that he feai^d my scrupulous 
Vdellcacy would l^vc opposed his intentions, as con- 
^to parental authority : he promised Juliana to 
^her back to the hamlet immediately after the. 
Dony. Jn short, the plausif^ity of his argi4^' 
'^v^Hoents, thf tenderness of his persuas.lons, ^and the 
Itehret impulses of her heart, at last produced tV 
laieci be wbbed, t^d he received a promise*from he?, 

to 
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deliver into your possession. Soon may all it 
tie* you to»be restored, is the siucere pray (T of her 
vWio subsfribes herself, 4 

“ The truly penitent, 

^^ANNABELLA DUNREATM,’^ 
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rt •T^n 

Prii ie4 by J. Dailing, Lcadcnhall streeifLoislun, 





NEW PUBLICATIONST 

i'UIKTED FOR 

€ 0 *. 


AT THE 

t^tnetvchf^^ie44, * 
LEADENIIALL-STIIEET, LONbON. 


£ St fk 

Arthur Fitz-Albini, Sd edition, 5 vols v?-. . 0 i> 0 

Louisa, or the Cottage on the Moog^by Mrs. Hcihie, 

7th edition, 2'VoU 0 10 0 

"Wonian, or Ida of Athens, by Mi&s Owenson^, 4 vo!s. , 1 
>foeturna) Minstrel, or the Spirit '•'f the Wood, by Mr-S. 

Sleath, Adchor of the Bristol Heiress, Who’s the Mur- 

vols 0 10^ 

Castle of Xrragon, by Miss Smith, 4 vols 1 0 0 

The Grey Fnar and Black Spirit of the Wye, t^i'ols. ... 6100^ 
Alphonso, or the Natural Son, by iMadacAe Genlis, 

3 vols . 1 ^. • Ct IS (S 

Euphronia, by Mts. Nouis, 3 vols 0 15 0 

Children of the Abbey, by Maria Regina Roche, Author 

of the Discarded Sjn, Ac. 6th edition, 4 vols.. •••• Ki* 
Houses of Osma and Almena, o\ the Convent of St. 11* 
defonsO, by the Author of the Children of the Abbey, 


0 18 0 

Mysteries of Ferncy Castle, 4 vols... «... 1 2 0 

^Vbe.lSlBau 'l^ondc, or Scenes in High Life, Svols.^. •• 0 l^* 

"i’he Bar^ % Jones. ^ 

Rosa m LoQd^n, 4 vols? '• • •? 3^ ^ 

Celia suited, vols ‘,p, •**> * ^ 

The Assassin of St G!enroy,V>y Anthony l^deric Hoi-. 

. ctein, Author’ of Owen Glenddlr, fi^c. 4 vols , 1 0 0 

tf^^^'oldier’s Offspring, or th]^ Su^s, 'vols 0 100 

I^Dcenz^' Sy^Mre. Kobih80ir^;6«h edition, SyoU...* 0^ 











